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FOREWORD 

The present little volume is in one sense a continuation of 
two earlier publications in the Numismatic Notes and Mono- 
graphs series, Early Arabic Glass Weights and Stamps ( NNM , 
No. in, N.Y., 1948) and Early Arabic Glass Weights and 
Stamps: A Supplement (NNM, No. 120, N.Y., 1951); in 
another sense it is the beginning of a new enterprise. During 
the past seven years I have had the good fortune to examine 
a large number of these early Arabic metrological objects and 
my files are now sufficiently extensive to bring within 
possible focus the contemplation of a fairly complete corpus 
of 8th and 9th century Egyptian Arabic glass weights and 
measure stamps. Before undertaking this comprehensive 
treatment, however, it would seem desirable to bring out in 
a series of detailed catalogues, such as the present, the 
individual collections which I have been able to examine. 
When these, and perhaps others in private or public collec- 
tions, have been made available through publications (with, 
I hope, the collaboration of other students), a thorough 
corpus, accompanied by an analysis of the data which these 
objects provide for our understanding of historical metrology, 
might be put together. 

This plan envisages the description of at least seven 
collections and of a good many scattered pieces. Aside from 
the new accessions of the Museum of the American Numis- 
matic Society, herewith presented, I have in mind the 
publication of two other collections in the United States, of 
three in Egypt and of one in Athens. A part of the great 
collection in the Museum of Islamic Art in Cairo has recently 
been described, but there remains a mass of material in that 
museum which one hopes will eventually be published. 
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Foreword 


Mme Launois, the compiler of the partial Cairo catalogue, 
intimates that she is currently engaged in the publication of 
the collection in the Cabinet des M6dailles in Paris. The 
important Llewelyn-Phillips collection in the British Museum 
awaits description. Meanwhile let us hope that M. M. Jung- 
fleisch will bring out a catalogue of his great collection, 
without which any corpus would have serious shortcomings. 1 

Since the appearance of NNM Nos. in and 120, named 
above, the American Numismatic Society has acquired 
nearly 300 early Arabic glass weights and stamps, and these 
are catalogued in the present volume. The number of pieces 
described in the two earlier monographs was approximately 
260, so it will be observed that these new accessions exceed 
the total already published by this Society. Among the 
present lot no less than 80 are of previously unpublished 
types, and some introduce hitherto unrecorded officials’ 
names. No. 201, a weight of the Tulunid Khumarawayh b. 
Ahmad, carries the record for the first time down into the 
fourth quarter of the 9th century (3rd century of the Hi j rah), 
and, if nos. 260-261 are correctly attributed, down to the 
year 288 A. H. (901 A. D.). Among the pharmaceutical measure 
stamps there are several with hitherto unrecorded or un- 
identified medicinals: figs (no. 12), honey (no. 13), jujube 
(nos. 63-64), whey? (no. 85), and dried pomegranate (nos. 
117-119). 

The plan of the catalogue follows fairly closely that 
established in NNM No. ill, but the categorization of 
specifically unattributable pieces is somewhat different. The 
arrangement is as follows: 

I. Umayyad officials, chronologically (nos. 1-95). 

II. ‘Abbasid officials, chronologically (nos. 96-197) 

III. Tulunids, chronologically (nos. 198-201). 

1 While reading the proofs of these pages I learned with sorrow of the 
death of M. Jungfleisch in Cairo on March 12, 1958. His collection, I am 
told, has been dispersed. 
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IV. Unidentified officials, alphabetically (nos. 202-210). 

V. Anonymous coin weights (nos. 211-238). 

A. “A1 Muhammad.” 

B. Pious phrases only. 

C. Standard. 

VI. Anonymous and unidentified disk-weights (nos. 

239-251). 

VII. Anonymous and unidentified ring- weights (nos. 
252-261). 

VIII. Anonymous vessel stamps (nos. 262-280). 

IX. Undeciphered vessel stamps (nos. 281-292). 

Within categories I-IV the pieces of each official are 
arranged in the following order: coin weights, disk-weights, 
ring-weights, vessel stamps. Within each sub-division of 
category V, the arrangement is in descending order of 
weight. So also with categories VI and VII. Category VIII 
is arranged alphabetically (Arabic) by seed or substance. 
Translations of inscriptions are omitted when a similar type 
has appeared in EAG or EAG Suppl. In the physical de- 
scription of the pieces the diameter (in millimeters) is given 
first, immediately after the color of the glass, followed by 
the weight (in grams). 

These new accessions have come to the Museum of the 
American Numismatic Society from a number of different 
sources. The numerals following the letters ANS (after color, 
diameter and weight) are museum accession numbers, the 
key to which is as follows : la 

46.134 Gift of the late Louis H. Schroeder 

48.98 Gift of the late Louis H. Schroeder (purchased from 

an antique dealer in New York) 

50.40 Gift of Mrs. Edward T. Newell 

50.170 Purchased from an antique dealer in New York 

u It will be noted that a few pieces were acquired before 1951 but were not 
included in NNM Nos. hi and 120. 
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51.119 Gift of the late M. Jungfleisch, Cairo 
52.84 Purchased at auction in New York 

53.49 Gift of J. M. Eisenberg, New York 

53.50 Gift of the late Louis H. Schroeder (purchased in 
New York) 

53.123 Gift of J. M. Eisenberg, New York 

54.14 Gift of M. M. Salton, New York 

54.15 Purchased in New York 

54.154 Gift of Phocion J. Tano, Cairo 

54.155 Gift of the late M. Jungfleisch, Cairo 

54.157 Gift of the late Louis H. Schroeder (purchased 
from an antique dealer in Cairo) 

54.158 Purchased from antique dealers in Cairo 

54.159 Gift of the late Louis H. Schroeder (purchased 
from an antique dealer in Cairo) 

54.160 Gift of Prof. A. S. Atiya, Cairo 

54.161 Purchased from an antique dealer in Cairo 
54.164 Gift of Lucas Benachi, Alexandria (Egypt) 

54.168 Purchased from an antique dealer in Cairo 

54.175 Purchased from antique dealers in Cairo 
54.184 Gift of E. C. Anawati, Alexandria (Egypt) 

54.196 Gift of M. M. Salton, New York 

54.199 Purchased in New York 
55.86 Gift of M. M. Salton, New York 
55.141 Purchased from a dealer in London 
55.145 Gift of E. Zygman, New York 
56.8 Gift of the late Louis H. Schroeder (part of a 
collection originally formed in Cairo) 

56.98 Gift of J. A. Yockers, New York 

56.163 Gift of F. C. C. Boyd, New Jersey 

56.164 Gift of J. A. Yockers, New York 

56.176 Gift of M. M. Salton, New York 
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ABBREVIATIONS 


Ahmed Issa: Ahmed Issa Bey, Dictionnaire des noms des plantes en latin, 
frangais, anglais et arabe, Cairo, 1930. 

Allport: Noel L. Allport, The Chemistry and Pharmacy of Vegetable Drugs, 
Brooklyn, 1944. 

Bedevian: A. K. Bedevian, Illustrated Polyglottic Dictionary of Plant 
Names, Cairo, 1936. 

Bergmann, Nominale : E. von Bergmann, "Die Nominale der Munzreform 
des Chalifen Abdulmelik,” in Silzungsberichte der phil.-hist. Cl. 
der kais. Akademie der Wissenschaften, LXV (Wien, 1870), 
pp. 239-266. 

BM : Stanley Lane-Poole, Catalogue of Arabic Glass Weights in the British 
Museum (London, 1891). 

Cairo: A. Launois, Estampilles et poids faibles en verre omeyyades et 
abbassides au Musee Arabe du Caire (Extrait des Melanges Islam- 
ologiques, III, Cairo, 1956). 

Dioscorides: The Greek Herbal of Dioscorides. The edition used is Robert 
T. Gunther’s re-edition of the early English translation of John 
Goodyer, Oxford, 1934. 

Dispensatory : The Dispensatory of the United States of America, 25th ed., 
Philadelphia, 1955. 

EAG: George C. Miles, Early Arabic Glass Weights and Stamps (Numis- 
matic Notes and Monographs, No. hi, New York, 1948). 

EAG Suppl .: George C. Miles, Early Arabic Glass Weights and Stamps : 
A Supplement (Numismatic Notes and Monographs, No. 120, New 
York, 1951). 

Fouquet Coll.: P. Casanova, Catalogue des pieces de verre des dpoques 
byzantine et arabe de la collection Fouquet (M£moires . . . de la Mission 
Archeologique Fran^aise au Caire, VI, Paris, 1893). 

Garbers: Karl Garbers, Kitab kxmiya' al-Htr wat-tafxdat, Buck iiber die 
Chemie des Parfiims und die DestiUationen von Ya'qub b. Ishaq 
al-Kindi (Abhandlungen fur die Kunde des Morgenlandes, XXX, 
Leipzig, 1948). 

Al-Ghafiqi: M. Meyerhof and G. P. Sobhy, The Abridged Version of “The 
Book of Simple Drugs” of Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Gh&fiqi by 
Gregorius Abu’l-Farag (Barhebraeus) , The Egyptian University, 
Faculty of Medicine, Publication no. 4, Cairo, 1932-1940. 
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Abbreviations 


Grieve: M. Grieve, A Modern Herbal, New York, 1931. 

Grohmann: Adolf Grohmann, “Arabische Eichungsstempel, Glasge- 
wichte und Amulette aus Wiener Sammlungen,” in Islamica, I 
(1925), pp. 145-226. 

Grohmann, Papyruskunde : Adolf Grohmann, Einfuhrung und Chresto- 
mathie zur arabischen Papyruskunde (Monografie Archivu Orien- 
tdlniho, XIII/I, Prague, 1955). 

Hayydn b. Shurayh : George C. Miles, “A glass Measure issued by Hayyan 
b. Shurayh,” in Studi Orientalistici in onore di Giorgio Levi Della 
Vida, II (Rome, 1956), pp. 148-158. 

Ibn al-Bayfar: Kitab al-jami ‘ li-mufraddl al-adwiyah wd'l-Aghdhiyah, 
transl. L. Leclerc, in Notices et extraits des manuscrits de la Biblio- 
theque Nationale (Vols. 23 1 , 25 1 and 26 1 , Paris, 1877-1883). 

Jungfleisch, Notations conventionnelles: M. Jungfleisch, “Notations con- 
ventionnelles se rencontrant sur certains poids arabes en verre,” 
in Bulletin de I’Institut d’Egypte, XXXII (Cairo, 1950), pp. 257-274. 

Jungfleisch, Ratls discoides: M. Jungfleisch, “Les ratls discoides en verre,” 
in Bulletin de I’Institut d’Egypte, X (Cairo, 1929), pp. 61-71. 

Jungfleisch, Un poids et une estampille: M. Jungfleisch, “Un poids et une 
estampille sur verre datant d’Ahmed ibn Touloun,” in Bulletin 
de I’Institut d’Lgypte, XXX (Cairo, 1948), pp. 1-9. 

Lloyd: John U. Lloyd, Origin and History of all the Pharmacopeial 
Vegetable Drugs, Cincinnati, 1929. 

Mohammad Sharaf: An English-Arabic Dictionary of Medicine, Biology, 
and allied Sciences, Cairo, 1928. 

Muschler: Reno Muschler, A Manual Flora of Egypt, Berlin, 1912. 

Rogers, JRAS 1878: E. T. Rogers, “Unpublished glass weights and 
measures,” in Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, 1878, pp. 98-112. 

Schweinfurth : G. Schweinfurth, Arabische Pflanzennamen aus Aegypten, 
Algerien und femen, Berlin, 1912. 

University College : Sir Flinders Petrie, Glass Stamps and Weights illus- 
trated from the Egyptian Collection in University College, London 
(Publications of the Egyptian Research Account and British School 
of Archaeology in Egypt, XL, London, 1926). 

Other references are cited in full where they occur. 
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I. UMAYYAD OFFICIALS 


A. Qurrah b. Shank 
Governor, 90-96 A.H. : 709-714 A.D. 


COIN WEIGHT 

1. One-half dinar. 

s' Ordered the a- 

•Jj? mlr Qurrah : 

Oj?. weight of one-half, 

ob full weight. 

Pale blue-green, 22; 2.14. 

ANS 53.123 Plate i 

Unpublished. Cf. EAG, 1, with a different legend. 

VESSEL STAMPS 

2. One-half rati of grease. 

l ^ . . 

£ j . . 

Green, 29 x 26 +, chipped at right. 

ANS 54.175 

Similar to EAG, 2. 
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Contributions to Arabic Metrology 
3. One-quarter qist. 

y>\ 

Blue-green, 30. 

ANS 56.8 

Similar to EAG, 3. 


i5. Usamah b. Zayd 

Finance Director, 96-99 A.H. : 714-717 A.D. 
Interim Governor, 102 A.H. : 720-721 A.D. 


4.-5. One-half dinar. 

* 

U J,\ 

Jo_'j 

Ol 

4. Green, 22; 2.13. 
ANS 56.8 


COIN WEIGHTS 


Order of Usa- 
mah b. Zayd: 
weight of one-half, 
full weight. 


5. Very pale blue, 22; 2.14. 
ANS 54.161 


Plate i 


Unpublished. Cf. BM, 2, and Cairo, 11, with different 
legend. 


6. Fals of 14 qirat. 

ja\ 

jl y* ^ j 
(sic) jjz 


Order of Usamah 
b. Zayd: weight of 
fals of four- 
teen qirat. 
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3 


Pale green, 26; 2.74. 

ANS 53 - 123 Plate i 

Similar to Fouquet Coll., 20, in part incorrectly tran- 
scribed. 


7. One-half (rati?). 



DISK-WEIGHT 


Ordered U[sa]- 
mah b. [Zayd] : 
one-half 


Green, frg. (about y 2 ?), 75+ ; thickness, 16; 59. 70+. 
ANS 51.119 

Unpublished. 


VESSEL STAMPS 


8.-9. One-half qist. 


j <*L. 
* 

Ja-J 

8. Green, 36. 
ANS 56.8 

9. Green, 37. 
ANS 56.8 


Order of U- 
samah b. Za- 

[y]d: one-half 
qist, full measure. 


Plate i 


Similar to University College, 89-90; Cairo, 3-4. 


io.-ii. One-quarter qist. 

’ Order of U- 

j a samah b. Za- 

h-» gj •*>. yd : one-quarter qist, 

* vJb full measure. 
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Contributions to Arabic Metrology 

10. Green, 40 (frg. lacking). 

ANS 53.50 

11. Green, 30. 

ANS 56.8 

Similar to University College, 91. 


C. Hayyan b. Shurayh 
Finance Director, ca. 99-101 A.H. : 717-720 A.D.* 


VESSEL STAMPS 

12. Qist of figs. 


oL>- ja\ 

Ordered Hayyan 


b. Shurayh: 

(jy Jo*Jb 

qist of tin, 

ob 

full measure. 

Green, 34. 


ANS 56.8 



Plate i 


Unpublished. The word following qist on this stamp 
presented a problem of decipherment. The three letters offer 
75 possible different combinations (five possibilities for the 
first letter, five for the second, and three for the third). 
However, of these combinations only a few spell recognizable 
words, and of the latter only two or three have acceptable 
meanings in the context. Of these by all odds the most likely 
is tin, “fig” ; especially in view of the function of the fig in the 
mediaeval and ancient materia medica. Lane translates the 
classical Arabic definition of the fig’s medicinal properties : 3 
. .a very useful medicine, for it has a laxative property, 
dissolves phlegm, purifies the kidneys, removes sand of the 

2 For the dates of Hayyan b. Shurayh, see EAG, pp. 74-75 ; a preliminary 
corpus of his weights and measures is given in my article, Hayyan b. 
Shurayh (see bibliography), pp. 151-153. 

3 Lane, I,p. 325; cf. for the word itself, Bedevian, p. 276, no. 1617, Ahmed 
Issa, p. 83, Mohammad Sharaf, p. 314, Schweinfurth, p. 84, Muschler, 
pp. 246-247. 
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Umayyad Officials 5 

bladder, opens obstructions of the liver and spleen, and 
fattens the body,” etc. In classical Greek times the fig, 
Ficus Carica, especially when dried, was recommended for 
a wide variety of ailments, including throat, tonsil, lung, 
kidney and bladder troubles; it was reputed to be effective 
in coagulating milk, stopping ringing in the ears, as a poultice 
for gout, leprosy, running sores, toothache and poisonous 
bites. 4 Ibn al-Baytar repeats the enumeration of these 
properties and adds others on the authority of mediaeval 
Arabic medical writers. 6 In modern times the fig is recognized 
by the herbalists and even in the Dispensatory as a useful 
constituent of many proprietary laxatives, and as a demulcent 
and emollient. 6 As long ago as the time of Hezekiah it was 
used as a remedy for boils. 7 


13. of honey* 

0G- j»\ 

C-r & 

J—Jl 

O' • • • 

Green, 40 X37. 
ANS 54.159 


Order of Hayyan 
b. Shurayh: 
qist 

of al-asal , 

[full] measure. 


Plate i 


Honey, Arabic ( asal , 9 is new to our list of glass pharma- 
ceutical measure stamps. That it had a legitimate place in 
the old materia medica is testified to by its mention by 
Dioscorides as a remedy for ulcers, pain in the nose and 
ears, inflammation of the throat, tonsils, etc.; it also was 

4 Dioscorides, Bk. I, 183 (Gunther, pp. 90-91). 

5 Ibn al-Baytar, Vol. 23 1 , pp. 326-327, no. 439. 

® Dispensatory, p. 1691; Grieve, I, pp. 311-313; Allport, pp. 115, 228; 
Lloyd, p. 138. 

7 Isaiah, XXXVIII, 21. 

8 Listed in Hayyan b. Shurayh, p. 152, no. 1. 

• Lane, I, p. 2046. 
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reputed to kill lice ; 10 and Ibn al-Baytar lists other ailments 
for which honey was alleged to be useful, e.g., facial tics and, 
when mixed with vinegar, tooth decay. 11 Although these 
properties are no longer recognized, it is of interest to note 
that honey has its uses in modern pharmacology: it is 
"often more acceptable to the stomach, especially in ailing 
persons, than cane sugar,” and it also is employed as a 
flavoring agent in gargles, as an excipient for preparing pills 
and masses, and as an ingredient of the formerly official 
mercury mass, where it served to facilitate the dispersion of 
metallic mercury. 12 


14. One-half qist of olive oil. 
oU s 1 

Z-rv. 

J a_i 

Ij Cj . . 

['J] 

Pale green, 33. 

ANS 56.8 

Similar to EAG, 9. 


15. One-quarter qist of olive oil . 13 

Order of Hayyan 
b. Shurayh: quar- 
ter qisf of olive 
oil, full measure. 

Green, 34x33- 
ANS 54.161 

Variant of EAG, 10, and University College, 92. 


j* I 

j o. 
■ j L - * ^ 


Plate i 


10 Dioscorides, Bk. II, 101 (Gunther, pp. 124—125). 

11 Ibn al-Baytar, Vol. 25 1 , pp. 445~447. no - I 542- 

12 Dispensatory, pp. 653-654; cf. Allport, pp. 104, 199, for other uses. 

13 Listed in Hayyan b. Shurayh, p. 152, no. 9. 
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16. One-quarter qist of ointment. 


Order of Hayyan 

C-r a 

b. Shurayh: 

■!*-» 

quarter 

lj*U. . 

of [a]l-tila, full 

J 

measure. 

Green, 32. 
ANS 56.8 

Plate i 

Unpublished, but for al-tila , “ointment,” cf. EAG, pp.28, 
72, and EAG Suppl., p. 49. 

1 7. Uncertain measure. 

jL»* y\ 

Order of Hayyan 


b. Shurayh: 

• • • ^ j" j 


ob 

full measure. 

Green, 24. 
ANS 53123 

Plate i 

Unpublished. 

The third line appears to be quite legible, 

but unfortunately I can make nothing of it. The tail of the 
fa’ in the last line turns back to the right. 


D. The Caliph Yazid II 
101-105 A.H.: 720-724 A.D. 


VESSEL STAMPS 

18. Qist. 


. . J 1 xc 

The Servant of God, 

• • • • J* 

Yazid : 

v_ilj ]*~i 

qist, full measure. 

2 Miles 
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Green, 26x22 (fragmentary). 

ANS 54.164 

The reading is by no means certain. 

19. -22. One-quarter qist of olive oil . 14 

Order of the Servant of God, 
Yazld, Commander of the Faith- 
ful : quarter qist 
of olive oil, full measure, at 
the hands of Hayyan b. 

[Shurjayh. 

19. Pale green, 35 X40. 

ANS 54.14 

20. Green, 43x40 (chipped at bottom). 

ANS 54.159 Plate i 

21. Pale green, 37x36 (chipped at top). 

ANS 54.161 

22. Green, 39. 

ANS 56.8 

The transcription is composite: the legend is not com- 
pletely preserved on any one specimen. 

Cf. EAG Suppl., 7, where Hayyan’s name is lacking (off 
the stamp), but probably the same as these; also University 
College, 86, also lacking Hayyan’s name. In all cases the die 
is actually too large for the glass stamp, and hence Hayyan’s 
name is never completely preserved. These pieces are im- 
portant in that they clearly establish the identity of Yazld 
as being Yazld II. 15 

14 Three of these specimens are listed in Hayyan b. Shurayh, p. 151, nos. 4-6. 

15 See the discussion in EAG Suppl., p. 8. 


y*' 


oil 

>11 _ry*l JUJ. 
-la— i q) tjrCjt 

CJ. 0U»- 
.... 
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E. ‘ Ubaydullah b. al-Habhab 
Finance Director, 102-106 A.H.: 720-734 A.D. 


COIN WEIGHTS 

23. One-half dinar. 


«nl p_i 

^ <ul 

> —« < «> v_J 


In the name of Allah : 
among those things ordered by ‘Ubayd- 
ullah b. al-Habha- 
b : weight of a half, 
full weight. 


Pale blue-green, 22; 2.11. 

ANS 56.8 Plate i 


Unpublished, but cf . Bergmann, Nominale, p. 262, referring 
to Castiglioni (with J^-). 


24. Fals of 34 qirat. 

•mi ,*-> 

<Ul JUtf 1 

(*)^U.J (_r^* 

j 1 

b J*lj^» 

Green, 33; 6.56. 
ANS 56.8 


In the name of Allah: 
ordered ‘Ubaydullah 
b. al-Habhab: 
weight of fals, weight 
thirty-four 
qirat, full wei- 
ght. 


Plate i 


Unpublished. This weight of 34 qirat (a new one), 16 agrees 
quite well with the theoretical weight (6.888 grams) set forth 
in the table, EAG, p. 10. 

1# M. Marcel Jungfleisch wrote me in 1952 that he had a weight oi 34 
qir&t of ‘Ubaydullah b. al-Habljab (probably similar to this), weighfng 
6.53 grams. 

2* 
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25. Fa/s of 24 kharrubah. 



In the name of Allah: 


1 J— c 

ordered ‘Ubaydu- 


i-ibfcXl ^ <U 

llah b. al-Habhab: 


,_ r i* 

weight of fals 



of twenty-four 


b *.J> 

kharriibah, full wei- 


v_j 

ght. 


Green, 31 ; 4.67. 
ANS 56.8 

Plate i 


Cf. Cairo, 45-47, with at the left of the fourth line. 


26. Fals of 20 qirat. 



-0)1 

In the name of Allah: 

it 

1 ■‘s® y* 

order of ‘Ubaydu- 


wjLstJ-l <j 1 <U 

llah ibn al-Habhab : 



weight of fals of twen- 


A»JJ» Ol 

ty qirat. 


Green, 28; 3.95. 



ANS 56.8 

Plate 11 


Similar to Cairo, 

49; cf. EAG, 12, with a different ar- 


rangement of the lines. 

h- iz 

2 j. Fals of 20 qirat. 






<Jl)l 






cr 1 * J^r. 






Dark emerald green (unusual color), 28; 4.00. 


ANS 56.8 

Plate ii 


Cf. EAG, 12, with 

<5.1 and with l of \>jt on a separate line. 

^ .1 
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28. ( Fals of ig qirat}). 

-4^ ‘Ubayd- 

o. <»' ullah b. 

al-Habhab. 

Green, 25 ; 3.78. 

ANS 56.163 Plate ii 

Unpublished. This is a curious piece, bearing no executive 
phrase or denomination. It is of irregular shape and thickness. 
If it is a systematic coin weight it would approximate that 
of 19 qirat. 


29. Fals of 18 kharriibah. 


M > * 

I ^1 <1)| JU* 

Jlii. wjUcd. 

*■>> 

n\ 


Among those things ordered by 
‘Ubaydullah ibn a- 
1-Habhab: weight of fals 
of eighteen 
kharriibah. 


Green, 26; 3.67 (broken, mended, nearly complete). 

ANS 53.123 Plate ii 


Similar to Cairo, 54-56; cf. University College, 100-101, 
with l between o:* and ^. v 


30. One-half fals of 15 qirat. 
<ui 

<fll j*\ 
vJL*a> J 


lj ]*\j3 

17 This is not necessarily an error: cf. Grohmann, Papyruskunde, p. 105, 
for the spelling ^1 in papyri. 
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Green, 26; 2.93. 

ANS 56.8 

Similar to EAG, 14, where the final is not clear; and to 
Cairo, 57, with error in transcription. 

31. “Part" of 12 kharriibah. 

<U| 

<ul JU£ J» I 

(Jlii* >— 'lafcil 

j£S. J\ 

>_il 

Green, 24; 2.27. 

ANS 56.8 Plate ii 

Similar to EAG, 15-16, where ob was misread as ?) ; 
also University College, 102. In EAG, pp. 27 and 76, I read 
the word preceding the denomination as satr, “row, series”; 
I now propose as much more probable shatr, “half” or 
“part”. 18 


32. Wuqlyah. 

DISK-WEIGHT 

(*“*• 

In the name of ; 



ordered ‘Ub 



b. al-Hab 

• • • • ■ ttfi 

the making of it : wu. . . 

bjy 

, full 

Green, 54x28+ (somewhat more than one half of weight preserved); 
16.02+. 

ANS 54.14 

Plate ii 

Unpublished. I assume that the fourth line is to be com- 

pleted, wuqlyah\ 

the meaning of Jy (if indeed the word 

begins on this last line) escapes me. Probably L»i 3 follows. 


18 Lane, I, p. 1551. 
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There are two other published disk-weights of ‘Ubaydul- 
lah’s: EAG, 24, a possible rati ; and EAG Suppl., p. 7 
(Mabbott Collection), a possible half-ra//. 


33 - Qist. 

s' ^ 

<Al| -UX A* 

Ij 


Green, 38. 
ANS 54.14 


VESSEL STAMPS 

Among those things ordered 

by ‘Ubaydullah 

ibn al-Habhab : 

qist, full 

measure. 


Plate ii 


Similar to Fouquet Collection, 103, and Rogers, JRAS 1878, 
p. 15, except that both these have a> not 


34. Qist. 


<u| p ox) 

. <U| JL-X ja \ 


Green, 33x30. 
ANS 54.159 

Unpublished. 


In the name of Allah : 
order of ‘Ubaydullah. . . 
al-Habhab: qis[t], 

[full] measure. 


35. Qist of olive oil. 

<u| p-i 
<1)1 y\ 

1*1 • * • . 

I j Cj . . 

Green, 34. 

ANS 56.8 


In the name of Allah: 
order of ‘Ubaydullah 
. . al-Habhab : qist 
of [o]live oil, full 
measure. 


Plate ii 
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Similar to University College, 107; cf. Fouquet Collection, 
108, where the disposition of lines is not indicated. 


36. One-half qist. 

< j*\ 

I 41)1 JL-P 

yUJ.1 . . . 


Green, 35x32. 

ANS 56.8 

Similar to EAG, 18; and cf. Fouquet Collection, 104-105, 
where the disposition of lines is not indicated. 

A.H.: 729/30 A.D. 

In the name of Allah: 
ordered ‘Ubaydulla. . 
b. al-Habhab the mak[ing of it] : 
qist, full measure ; at 
the hands of Junadah b. . . . 

May sarah, year [el- 
even 

Plate ii 

Unpublished. This stamp is important in that the first 
name of the prefect is well preserved, and we are now able 
to correct the reading of some other pieces issued by the 
same man. A re-examination of EAG, 19, a quarter qist, ten- 
tatively read "Khurrah,” reveals that the name there also 
is Junadah; so also, BM, p. 108, no. 392 (= Rogers, JRAS 
1878, no. 1), also a quarter qist, and Cairo, 43, with the first 
name unread. See also no. 44, below, a measure of cumin, 


37. One-half qist. ill 

41)| ^ 

. . 1)1 

. . (sic) a. 

^ • • c o'j 1*~» 

* . ^ 

• • o yw* 

• • • O 

Green, 49. 

ANS 56.8 


Digitized by 


Gck igle 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



Umayyad Officials 15 

withouth the father’s name. Were perhaps ‘Isa and ‘Umar 
[EAG, 208-210) sons of this man ? I have not been able to 
identify the person in the chronicles. 

38.-41. One-quarter qist. 

^iu- 

<JU I A> 

\j ]g~3 

38. Green, 36x34- 

ANS 54.159 Plate ii 

39. Green, 32 X29. 

ANS 54.159 

40. Green, 31. 

ANS 54.161 

41. Green, 33. 

ANS 56.8 

Similar to EAG, 20. 

42.-43. One-quarter qist of olive oil. 

<ul jV-l 

I • • 

v-> I J 4 . . 
la~» . . 

3 . . 

42. Green, 31. 

ANS 56.8 

43. Green, 36x31. 

ANS 56.8 

Similar to EAG, 21, EAG Suppl., 4, Cairo, 31-38, etc. 
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44. Measure of white cumin, in A.H.: 729/30 A.D. 


<JUl 

J* I 

I iL5C« 

O. 41)1 -L-fi . . 

iS^ A? • • 

I • • 

. . . it. j i j£* 


In the name of Allah : 
ordered the making of it, 
measure of kammun, wh- 
ite, ‘Ubaydullah b. 
[al]-Habhab, at the hands of 
[Ju]nadah, year el- 
even and one hundred . . . 


Green, 41 X36. 

ANS 56.8 Plate ii 

Unpublished. For the name of the prefect see no.37, above. 
White cumin and its medicinal properties are discussed in 
EAG Suppl., pp. 15-16. 


45. Executive stamp. 


• • • [‘UJbaydu- 

a. • • l]lah b. 

al-Habhab. 

Green, 32. 

ANS 54.14 

Unpublished. The letters are exceptionally large and crude, 
and the father’s name is written in semi-cursive fashion. 
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F. Hafs b. al-Walid 

Governor, 108 A.H. (part): 727 A.D. 

Governor, 124-127 A.H.: 742-744 A.D. 

Finance Director, 124-125 A.H. : 742-743 A.D. 

Governor, 127-128 A.H. : 745-746 A.D. 

VESSEL STAMPS 

In the name of Allah : 

[orjdered the amir 
[Ha]f§ b. al-Walid 
the making of it : one-quarter 
qist, full measure. 

Green, 42. 

ANS 56.8 Plate iii 

Similar to Cairo, 103 (errors in transcription). 

47. Measure of pure lupine. 

In the name of Allah: commanded 
Allah honesty ; and or- 
dered the amir Hafs b. 

[al]-WalId the making of it, 
measure, full measure, 
for al-turmus, 
pure. 


Unpublished. For turmus, “lupine,” and its medicinal 
properties, see EAG Suppl., pp. 14-15. 


y\ <ul (*-> 

1 j <oi 

o. u***- 

JlJj . • 

< 3 } j aL X4 

(sic) 

Green, 40x37. 
ANS 54.15 
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G. Al-Qasim b. l Ubaydullah 
Finance Director, 116-124 A.H.: 734-742 A.D. 


COIN WEIGHTS 


48. Fals of 33 ( ?) qirat. 


oil a-c & 

[r j wAj] o'j~ 

L'j* (*) 

(?) wi (t) \j 

Green, 27; 6.03. 
ANS 54.164 


In the name of Allah: order of 

[the] amir al-Qasim 

b. ‘Ubaydullah: 

weight of fals [of three and ?] 

thirty (?) qirat, 

full weight ( ?). 


Plate iii 


Unpublished. This weight is crudely inscribed and atypical. 
If the legend actually reads “33”, the weight is light. 


49.-50. Fals al-kabir of 30 kharriibah. 

<«i (*-» 

I * yWe 

a. .fr 

(sic) Jla^ oil 

j»- j*-Ol 

o' \) 


49. Green, 33; 5.87. 

ANS 56.8 

50. Pale blue-green, 33, frg. (%)• 

ANS 55.141 

Similar to EAG Sufipl., 8, and Cairo, 96-98, where the 
error in the spelling of the word fals is not noted. The curious 
spelling of the last word is discussed in EAG Suppl., p. 9. 
I now agree with John Walker ( NC 1951, p. 149) that it is 
more probably a misspelling of wafi than of wazn. 
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51. Fals of 30 khanubah. ng A.H. : 737 A.D. 

ah\ j* 

y\j 

Jlil. 

li)l < J J>- 
<ui a. 

Ul ~ *A 
41— * s s 
U_, Ijix. 

i* 

Green, 34; 5.86. 

ANS 56.8 

Similar to EAG, 30, and Cairo, 95, where the date is read 
1 17 or 1 19. There can be no doubt that the digit here is 
“nine”, as it is on other specimens that I have seen. As for 
the name of the prefect we again have a clear instance of the 
spelling of the father’s name as al-‘Af , not al-‘Arraf , discussed 
in EAG Suppl., pp. 11-12. Giorgio Levi Della Vida has 
pointed out to me in correspondence that there could be no 
such name as ‘ Araf , and that * Arraf is possible but still 
unlikely. On nos. 53, 56-57, 61 and 66, below, the name is 
clearly This prefect’s name still remains a puzzle. 


52. Fals of 24 khanubah. 


l 4 > j»\ 

\jua < A >! JL *£ 

J 

Green, 31 ; 4.63. 
ANS 54.168 


In the name of Allah : 

among those things ordered by a- 

1 -Qasim b. 

‘Ubaydullah: weigh- 
t of fals of four 
and twenty khar- 
rubah, full weight. 


Plate iii 


Unpublished. 
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RING-WEIGHTS 


53. Rati. 1 19 A.H.: 737 A.D. 


I (*— - • - 

<1)1 J . . 

j*\j l . . 
li)l jUJI la* 

<ul p+0 

• • • j+L**4 

. . . Zc p+J 
~4l*j 


[In] the name of Allah: 
[command] ed Allah hon- 
esty ; and ordered the making 
of this rati al-Qa- 
sim b. ‘Ubaydullah, 
at the hands of Muslim [b. a]- 
l-‘Arraf, year 
ninetee[n] 
and one hundred. 


Green, piece of top only, 59x48; height, 16+ 1 chipped. 

ANS 54.159 Plate iii 

Unpublished. Cf. Jungfleisch, Rails disco'ides, p. 64, a 
disk-weight with an almost identical legend, but la* on line 3. 
Cf. no. 51, above, for the name of the prefect. 


54. Rati of meat (?). 123 A.H.: 740/1 A.D. 


I <ul ^ . . . 
tyij < . . . 


(f)is)l • • • 

Jc <1)1 O-C • • • 

Oj^ (jl Oj^_ . . . 
I wl? A* . . . 

J OLj- • • • 


[In the n]ame of Allah: com- 
[manded Alla]h honesty; 

[and ordered] the making if it, r- 

[att] of meat (?), al-Qa- 

[sim] b. ‘Ubaydullah, at 

[the hands of] Yazld b. abi-YazId, 

[yea]r three and 

[tw]enty and 

one hundred. 


Green, part of top only, 55+ X58; height, 40+ ; 197.34+. 

ANS 51.119 Plate iii 


Unpublished. Although the weight is fragmentary and 
unclear in several respects, it is important in that it definitely 
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places Yazid b. abi-YazId in office as prefect in the year 
123 A.H. There are other ring-weights for meat issued in the 
year 123 (?), with the names of two other (uncertain) 
prefects: cf. EAG, 34, and EAG Suppl., 9, and the discussions 
of the names, pp. 89 and pp. 10-11, respectively. 

VESSEL STAMPS 

55. Qist (?). 

r-*- In the name of Allah: 

— to' y' order of al-Qas[im] 

4-c j. b. ‘Ubaydullah: 

W IkJ qist, 

ob full weight. 

Green, 39x31, frgs. lacking. 

ANS 54.164 Plate iii 

Unpublished. This stamp, and no. 60, below, are very 
puzzling. One would be tempted to read ok-J, “two qists 
were it not for two considerations. The first is that no. 60 is 
a quarter, and “a quarter of two qists” would be a very 
perverse way of designating a measure; and secondly the 
present piece has a pellet above u, which suggests that 
the element is not a letter but an ornament. Also the same 
element on no. 60 may perhaps have a star above it. If what 
appears to be a nun is an ornament, we would then have 
Ik-*, which might be an early variant of qist (a borrowing 
from Greek). See the remarks under no. 60. 

56. -57* Qist. 119 A.H.: 737 A.D. 

I | 

jA | j 

lg~.il I IJut 
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(0— Jc <U . . 

« i - yjl./Jl <J. 

3 •S i * 

«fU 

56. Dark green, 43 X38, chipped at bottom. 

ANS 54.161 Plate iii 

57. Green, 43x40. 

ANS 56.8 

The transcription above is composite, ANS 56.8 being the 
less completely preserved. Similar to EAG Suppl., 10, with 
possible minor differences in the arrangement of the lines; 
also Cairo, 73-75, where the date is given as 117 or 119. 


58. One-half qist. 122 AM.: J39I40 A.D. 


Commanded Allah hon- 
esty; and ordered the making of it, 
one-half qist, al-Qa- 
sim b. ‘Ubaydullah, 
at the hands of Saffar b. 

Shabbah, year t- 
wo and twenty 
and one hundred. 

Plate iii 

Similar to University College, 120. This prefect’s name also 
occurs on EAG, 36, EAG Suppl., 12, University College, 109 
and 127, and others (see below). For my attempts to read 
the name see EAG, p. 87, and EAG Suppl., p. 12. It will be 
noted that I now retain the suggested name for the father, 
Shabbah, but that I now newly propose Saffar for the pre- 


yi <ui j» 1 

j» ij I* 
liJl l*.. ■ ■ £ t s.' 

< 1)1 .tl.fr f I*— 

v>. 

.il L- Li 
up 
LL, 

Green, 42x36. 
ANS 54.159 
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feet’s own name. The letters of the name on the present 
specimen are quite distinct, but there is of course a choice of 
consonants. 19 Cf. no. 62, below. 


59. One-half qist. 

<ul 

r li)l jA 
<ul 

Green, 40 X34. 
ANS 56.163 


In the name of Allah : 
order of al-Qasim 
b. ‘Ubaydullah: 
one-half qist, 
full measure. 


Similar to University College, 124. 


Plate iv 


60. One-quarter qist ( ?). 


<ul 

cf. jA 

<u) a— e 

«Jj • • 

Green, 31. 
ANS 56.8 


In the name of Allah: 
order of al-Qasim b. 
‘Ubaydullah: one-quarter 
qist (?), 
full measure. 


Plate iv 


Cf. no. 55, above. Similar to Fouquet Collection, 123-127, 
and Cairo, 60-64. Casanova found the legend “inexplicable, 
si l’on n’y voit une alteration assez etrange d’ailleurs de 
ob and Mme Launois thinks “qu’il faut lire jlL-., mout,” 

which is hardly likely. The last line on the published spe- 
cimens, as well as on others which I have seen, is always 
instead of y 

19 Mme Launois (Cairo, 79-81) reads J. 

3 Miles 
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61. One-quarter qisf. n[g ] A.H.: 757 i 4 .Z). 

I <ul 

lill la..? ^ 

-Ull ^ (s*c) |*J . . 

. « 1 cf. 

• • i • j**’ £- • • 


Yellowish green, 37x33. 

ANS 56.8 

Similar to Cairo, 69-72, where the name of al-Qasim is 
normally written (according to the transcription) ; cf. EAG 
Suppl., 11, with a slightly different alignment, and University 
College, 122 (incomplete). 

62. One-quarter qisf. 122 A.H.: 739/40 A.D. 

<0)1 ^ 

I* *ul J» . . 

J»\) . . 

• • • O. p- • • 

. . <u* ^ <u . . 

• • O* Caa ^ • • 

i a. • • 
i‘L 

Green, 39x37- 
ANS 54.159 

Similar to EAG, 3b, EAG Suppl., 12, University College, 
127, and Cairo, 79-81. For the name of the prefect, see 
no. 58, above. 
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63.-64. Measure of jujube. 122 A.H.: 739/40 A.D. 


J * I <ul 

3. • • 

<ul 

O ^ olj 

<i— CJ. jl 
OLs^J Oj-I 


In the name of Allah : order 

of [a]l-Qasim b. ‘Ubayd- 

ullah : measure of nabq, 

full measure, at the hands of 

Saffar b. Shabbah, year 

twenty-two 

and one hundred. 


63. Yellowish green, 51. 
ANS56.8 

64. Brownish green, 47 X43. 
ANS 54.159 


Plate iv 


The date is not completely preserved on no. 64. 


Unpublished. The name of the medicinal nabq 20 is here 
encountered for the first time on a vessel stamp. The word 
is variously defined as Rhamnus nabeca Forsk., Zizyphus 
lotus ( Rhamnus lotus), Zizyfhus sativus ( Rhamnus zizyphus), 
or Zizyphus Spina Christi {Rhamnus Spina Christi), and is 
identified with the popular names “wild jujube,” “lotus 
jujube,” “Christ’s thorn,” etc. 21 The lotus (or Zizyphus lotus) 
is sometimes held to be the Homeric plant which yielded 
the fruit of the Lotophagi ; and Arabic philologists generally 
consider nabq as synonymous with sidr, which in turn is 
associated with the sidrat al-muntaha, “the lote-tree in the 
Seventh Heaven, beyond which neither angel nor prophet 
passes, and which shades the water and Paradise.” 22 But 


20 Also nabaq, nabiq, nibq. See Muhit, II, p. 2035; Lisan, XII, p. 227; 
Freytag, s.v. ; Dozy, Supplement, II, p. 637. 

21 Issa Bey, pp. 155, 192; Bedevian, nos. 3651-3653; Sharaf, s.v. sidr ; 
Schweinfurth, p. 71; Muschler, p. 617; Webster’s New International 
Dictionary (2nd ed.), s.v. Zizyphus, lotus, jujube; Encyclopaedia Britannica 
(nth ed.), s.v. lotus. 

22 Lane, I, p. 1331. See Qur’an LIII : 14, LVI:28. Cf. G. Lechler, “The 
Tree of Life in Indo-European and Islamic Cultures,” Ars Islamica, IV 
(1937), p. 369, where the name of the tree is inexplicably spelled sulra. 
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there is some question about this connection. At all events 
nabq (or sidr) was recognized by Arab pharmacological 
writers as having various medicinal properties: it was taken 
both fresh and dried, was good for the stomach, “evacuating 
the bile in the stomach and intestines,” was antiphlogistic, 

and “sweetened the mouth.” 23 Similar and other properties 
in at least one race of the species were enumerated by 
Dioscorides: a beverage made from the seed relieved coughs, 
dissolved stones in the bladder, counteracted poisonous bites 
of snakes and wild animals. 24 So also modern herbalists 
recognize jujube berries (whether Zizyphus vulgaris or similar 
species such as Z. lotos, Z. sativa, Z. jujuba, etc.) as a nutritive 
and demulcent pectoral fruit. 25 


65. Measure ( ?) of pure ( ?) 


,*-> 

•£ • (Jr. i*— , . 

. . . . (?). <ul 

y. J* cr? 


In the name of Allah: ordered 
[a]l-Qasim b. ‘Ubayd- 
ullah the making of it : m[easure] . . . 
pure; at the hands of Yaz- 
Id b. abi-YazId. 


Green, 27. 

ANS 56.8 Plate iv 


Unpublished. The legend is puzzling in that to judge by 
the length of the complete lines there is very little space at 
the end of the third line for the completion of the word 
mikyalah ( ?) and for the name of the substance or seed 
qualified by the word nafis, “pure,” which begins the fourth 
line. For other instances of the occurrence of the name Yazid 
b. abi-YazId in conjunction with that of al-Qasim b. 
‘Ubaydullah, see University College, 121, Fouquet Collection, 
128-129, Grohmann, 3, and Cairo, 83-84. 


23 Ibn al-Baytar, Vol. XXV 1 , no. 1165, and XXVI 1 , no. 2212. 

24 Dioscorides, Bk. I, 121 (p. 65). 

25 Grieve, II, p. 451. 
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66. Measure of pure 

41)1 ( *_, 

Vi «,> u* 

O'. f*~hJI 

<L5C« <ul 

o: f*' — 4 ^ • • 

I o» v «1 .JI 

j O-J^i lS- 1 ^ 

SU 

Brownish green, 47 X46. 

ANS 54 . 159 . Plate iv 

Unpublished. It is a pity that I cannot read the first part 
of the fifth line, for this stamp would seem to be for a hitherto 
unrecorded seed or substance. The first part of the preserved 
letters in that line maybe a sin or shin, but this is by no means 
certain, and the letter following is indistinct and might be 
one of eight or ten different letters. In the circumstances I 
have had to abandon attempts to read the word, and we 
can only hope for the discovery of another and clearer 
specimen. 

For Muslim b. al-‘Arraf see no. 51, above. The date, 121 
A.H., occurs on other stamps of this prefect’s: cf. Cairo, 
nos. 92-93. 


(?). 121 A.H.: 738 jg A.D. 

In the name of Allah: 

among those things ordered by the a- 

mlr al-Qasim b. 

‘Ubaydullah: measure 

of pure, . . 

. . . , at the hands of Muslim b. 
al-'Arraf, year o- 
ne and twenty and 
one hundred. 


H. Yazid b. abi-Yazid 
Prefect, ca. 116-127 A.H.: 734-745 A.D. 
Finance Director (?), ca. 127 A.H. : 745 A.D. 


67. One-third dinar. 
O. ■*>. yA 

Jj .. Ji 

wib J 


COIN WEIGHT 

Ordered Yazid b. 
abi-Yazid * weigh- 
t of one-third, full weight. 
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Green, 19; 1.42. 

ANS 53.49 

Similar to University College, 131; Cairo, 126-127. 


VESSEL STAMPS 


68.-69. Qist of olive oil. 

•**. y. y ' 

•^.y. <y. 

3 

68. Green, 37x33. 

ANS 54.175 

69. Green, 34. 

ANS 56.8 


Order of Yazld 
b. abi- Yazld: 
qist of olive oil, full 
measure. 


Similar to University College, 93. 


Plate iv 


70. One-half qist of olive oil. 


*.y. y' 

-b iJ I 


olj 


Order of Yazld 
b. abi-YazId: one-half 
qist of olive oil, 
full measure. 


Green, 35. 
ANS 55.141 


Plate iv 


Probably similar to Cairo, 119, where a is transcribed 
in brackets on the first line. 


71. One-quarter qist. 


-‘i y. y • • 

j iji . . 


s-i'3 


c • 

l< 


Green, 30. 
ANS 55-86 


Unpublished. 


[Or]der of Yazld 
[b.] abi-YazId: 
one-quar[ter] qist, 
full measure. 


Plate iv 
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72.-73. One-quarter qist of olive oil. 

j Jl (Jr. 

3 ' a -~* 

72. Green, 34x31. 

ANS 54.161 Plate iv 

73. Green, 35 (fragmentary). 

ANS 55.86 

Similar to EAG Suppl., 14; Cairo, 116-118. The legend of 
no. 73 is only partially preserved. 

74.-75. Executive stamp. 

• • • 

74. Green, 24x21. 

ANS 54.159 

75. Green, 27 X22. 

ANS 54-159 

Cf. EAG, 48, with star beneath; EAG, 47, University 
College, 132, and Cairo, 120-125, with different alignment; 
and Fouquet Collection, 175-182, where the alignment is 
not indicated. 


I. Usd b. abi- l Ata 

Finance Director, 125-127 A.H. : 743-745 A.D. 

128-131 A.H. : 745-749 A D - 


76. One-half dinar. 

<u! ( *-_) 

(sic?) Jl a. j-* 

III* 


COIN WEIGHTS 
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J 

' c* •**. y . • • 


Green, 22; 2.11. 

ANS 56.8 

The legend is abbreviated and in part garbled. Similar to 
EAG, 40, and Fouquet Collection, 24 (similar style) ; cf . Cairo, 
1 14, and BM, 6d (different and not "barbaric”). 


77. One-third dinar. 

r 3 - In the name of Allah : 

<ul ^ commanded Allah hon- 

0 . is-*- yb esty ; and ordered ‘Isa b. 

Ik* «jl abi-‘Ata [the making of it] : 

j JIil. weight of one-third d- 

(t)»_>b J*_ indr, full weight (?). 

Green, 20; 1.40. 

ANS 53.123 Plate iv 

Unpublished. The legend is much abbreviated throughout. 


78. Dirhem. 


< 0)1 




\j lijll <ul 




J t a: >• 

JliL* <uU*> 

(sic) U J._ 


Green, 25; 2.77. 
ANS 53.50 


In the name of Allah : com- 
manded Allah honesty ; and or- 
dered ‘Isa b. abi-*Ata 
the making of it: weight of dirhem, 
at the hands of Yazld b. abi- 
Yazid. 


Plate iv 


Similar to University College, 133; cf. BM, 6, which lacks 
the l at the end of the last line. 
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DISK-WEIGHT 


79. One-quarter rati. 


Principal stamp: 


} Probably 
two lines 

. . [ ]aS> J I 

ob jkj ^ 


[hon- 
esty; and ordered ‘Isa [b.] 
abi-‘Atathe making of it : [quar- 
ter rati, full weight. 


Edge of a small secondary stamp (diameter about 16) at 
lower left. 


Green, 63+, fragmentary (about x /> lacking); 40.10-f-. 

ANS 51.119 Plate v 

Unpublished. 


RING-WEIGHT 


80. One-half [rati) of meat. 


Stamp A (at right) : l <ul 

yl; <ui^. 


Ike . . . 



In the name of Allah : com- 
manded Allah hon- 
[esty] ; and ordered ‘Isa 
[b. abi]-‘Ata: one-half 
[rati] of meat. 


Stamp B (at left) : jc Cf. nos. 74-75. 

' o: ■**>. 

iJ 


Green, part of top and one side ; 60 x 44 X 39+ ; stamp A : 33, stamp B : 
21; 104.904-. 

ANS 54.164 Plate v 
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Perhaps similar to EAG Suppl., 13, which lacks the 
indication of weight; cf. University College, 194, probably 
‘Isa with Yazld, a one-half rati, but not of meat. 


81.-82. One-half qist. 

. . Hi 

l . . 

. . kc Jl t). ^ . . 

(*)b — 

8r. Green, 33x30. 
ANS 56.8 

82. Green, 43 X36. 
ANS 56.8 


VESSEL STAMPS 


In the name of Alla[h] : 
[or]dered the amir 
[I]sa b. abi-‘At[a] 

[the majking of it, one-half 
[qi]st, full [measure]. 


The above transcriptions are composite; both specimens 
are very fragmentary and uncertain. Probably similar to 
BM, 394 (p. 109), where the first line is omitted in the 
transcription but is visible in the plate. 


83. One-quarter qist. 

<111,, 

J~*V| jA . . 

<Jr, • • 

■ h — * 4* . . . 

Jlj 

Green, 40x38. 

ANS 56.8 

Similar to EAG, 42, and to Cairo, 106-109, where the 
missing is not indicated in the transcription; probably 
similar to Fouquet Collection, 134-135, alignment not given; 
cf. Cairo, 113, without jJi 1 and with a different alignment. 
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84. Measure (?). 

Alii ^ . . . 

, j^Vl . . 

A<i ' ^ »i Us. . . 

ob \ • • 

Green, 29. 

ANS 56.8 


[In the najme of Allah : 
[command]ed Allah honesty; and 
[ordered] the amir ‘IssL 
[b. abi-‘A]ta the making of it, 
[meas]ure (?), full measure. 


Unpublished. The reading [mik]yalah in the last line 
cannot be considered certain ; if it is correctly read it would 
be the first instance of the word without accompanying seed 
or substance. 


85. Measure of whey ( ?). 


jJl <ul j . . . 

1 j . 1 « 

. . Wtf jl (Jr. • • 

... As 1 • • 

• • b udi 
Green, 36x31. 

ANS 54.159 


[In the na]me of Alla[h] : 
[command] ed Allah hon- 
esty] ; and ordered the amir 
[<I]sa b. abi-‘At[a] 
the making of it, mea[sure] 
of mishsh (?), full [measure]. 


Unpublished. The word which I tentatively read al-mishsh 
occurs on several other stamps. 26 1 suggest with a good deal 
of reserve that the substance might be “whey,” defined as 
“sorte de fromage qu’on tire du babeurre et du lait caill6.” 27 
In ancient times whey (Orros Galaktos) was recognized as a 
mild purgative, 28 but a major obstacle to the reading is the 
fact that it is not described under this name in any of the 

28 Nos. 117-119, 273, below, and several others, published and unpublished. 
27 Dozy, Supplement, II, p. 593; cf. H. Wehr, Arabisches Worlerbuch (Leip- 
zig, 1952), p. 811: "Molke.” 

“ Dioscorides, Bk. II, 76 (Gunther, p. 109). 
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Arabic materia medica, nor do I find it in the classical 


dictionaries. 29 


86. Measure of 

..(?). 

. . . )! 

In the name of Al[lah] : 

<ul j* . . 

[comjmanded Allah hon- 

..^1 jAj 

[es]ty; and ordered the aml[r] 

• • 1 cf . • • 

[*I]sSL b. abi-‘At[a] 

. , . <* . . . 

[the mak]ing of it, meas[ure] 

Green, 34x31. 


ANS 54.175 


Cf. other undeciphered measures of ‘Isa’s: Fouquet 

Collection, 136; Cairo, 

in-112. 

/• 

Yazid b. Tamlm 

Prefect, ca. 

128-132 A.H. : 745-749 A.D. 30 


VESSEL STAMPS 

87. Measure of lupine. 


SiC 

Measure 


of turmus, at 


the hands of Yaz- 

JU 

Id 

CJ. 

b. Tamlm. 

* 


Green, 41. 


ANS 56.8 

Plate v 


Unpublished. For turmus, "lupine,” and its pharmaceutical 
uses, see EAG Suppl., pp. 14-15. 

29 In Mohammad Sharaf “whey” is defined as mah al-jubn, mast, masalah, 
mudarat al-laban, etc., but mishsh does not appear. 

30 Cf. EAG, p. 96. 
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88. Executive stamp. 

J* At the hands 

o. of Yazld b. 

p-c* Tamlm. 

Green, 29. 

ANS 56.8 Plate v 

Similar to Cairo, 141-142; probably similar to Fouquet 
Collection, 190, where the alignment is not indicated. 

K. *Abd al-Malik b. Marwan 
Finance Director, 131-132 A.H.: 749 A.D. 

Governor, 132-133 A.H. : 750 A.D. 

COIN WEIGHTS 

In the name of Allah: ordered 
the amir ‘Abd al-Malik 
b . Ma [r wa] n the making of it : wei [gh]- 
[t] of dirhem, full weight, 

[at the] hands of Yazi[d b.] 

Tamlm. 

Green, 26; 2.58 (frg. lacking). 

ANS 54.168 

Similar to Cairo, 136, except for the star, which appears 
not to be present there. 

90. Fals of 30 kharriibah. 

J»\ <ul 

<i£lll Jue. ^Vl 
<ul <s*L»l Cijj* o. 

(JllU 

s_jl J i U& 

a. J* 


89. Dirhem. 

j.\ <ul 

diCill JU5 jJV I 

• •• cf. 

* fj* • • 

• • • * m jf m iS • • 

(*' 
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Green, 34; 5.87. 

ANS 56.8 Plate v 

Similar to EAG, 49; Cairo, 137-140. 

DISK-WEIGHT 

91. Three wuqiyah: one-quarter rati. 

Published in Museum Notes, V (1952), pp. 179-180. 

VESSEL STAMPS 

92. One-quarter qist. 

y\ <ui . • 
j\) l»yl . . 

tdXill JUC JJt . . . 

. # i j Ojj* • • 

la— i 

Green, 36x31. 

ANS 53.50 

Unpublished. 

93. -94. Measure of woad-leaves. 


. . . <ul 

In the name of Allah: [commanded] 

. . a\j li 

[A]llah honesty; and order [ed th]- 

tiSOll JLX- 

e amir *Abd al-Malik 

^ * • 

[b.] Marwan the making of it: 

jU 

measure for wa- 

i— 

smah, 


full measure. 

03. Green, 40x37. 

ANS 56.8 

94. Green, 36. 
ANS 54.199 

Plate v 


[In] the name of Allah: commanded 
[Al]lah honesty; and ordered 
[the a]mlr ‘Abd al-Malik 
[b.] Marwan the making of it: one- 

quar[ter] 

qist, full measure. 

Plate v 
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No. 93 is the better preserved. 

Unpublished. For wasmah ( wusmah , wasimah), see EAG 
Suppl., pp. 5-6, in connection with a measure of ‘Ubaydullah 
b. al-Habhab. 

95. Uncertain measure. 

. . . <ul p-i 
. . I* jll» 41)1 

. • ^ . 1 . 

• • • . Oj • • • 


Green, 29 (frg.). 
ANS 54.196 
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A. Muhammad h. Shurahbll 
Prefect, ca. 132-152 A.H. : 749-769 A.D. 

DISK-WEIGHT 

96. Wuqlyah. 


o. b. Shurahbll, 

SJ, wuqlyah, full weight. 

Green, 53x28 (about V 3 lacking); thickness, 10; (19.69). 

ANS 54.168 Plate v 

Unpublished. For wuqlyah, “ounce,” see EAG, pp. 17-18; 
EAG Suppl., 30. 


VESSEL STAMPS 


97.-98. One-half qist. 
<ul (*->. 

{sic) (hr* - j~“ 0 . 

Ol j h-i 

97. Green, 41 X38. 
ANS 56.8 

98. Green, 40. 

ANS 56.8 


In the name of Allah: 
at the hands of Muhammad 
b. Shurahbll, one-half 
qist, full measure. 


Plate vi 


Similar to Fouquet Collection, 183, where the misseplling 
of the word for one-half is not noted although it is visible 
in the plate. 

38 
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B. l Abd al-Malik b. Yazid 

Governor and Finance Director 

133-136 A.H. : 751-753 A.D. 

137-141 A.H. : 755-758 A.D. 

COIN WEIGHTS 

99. Dinar. 

Obverse : 

< 1)1 

I JUC J»\ 

•V (icil 
J~,2 JlSic 

Reverse area (retrograde) : 

JT 

Reverse margin (retrograde) : 

a -^6* Jc 

Green, 28; 4.23. 

ANS 56.8 Plate vi 

Similar to EAG Suppl., 18; Cairo, 167-168. The name in 
the reverse margin is to be completed to read Muhammad 
b. Shurahbll. As for the name of the artisan who manufactured 
the weight and whose name appears in the center of the 
reverse, there is little doubt that he was a Copt named XXNX, 
Chael, as originally suggested by Grohmann. 31 

31 Cf. EAG, p. 106. In addition to the reference given in footnote 21 there, 
see Grohmann, Arabic Papyri in the Egyptian Library, II (Cairo, 1936), 
pp. 182-183. Cf. no. 162, below. Other occurrences of his name are EAG, 
59-60, 62-63, and below, no. 101. In EAG Suppl., p. 48, I stated that I 
was not satisfied that is a name, but here I was doubtless in- 
fluenced by the instances where a word with the same spelling occurrs 
in an unmistakably metrological sense (e.g., EAG, 124 and 132). 

4 Miles 
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ioo. Fals of 24 kharrubah. 

oil j*— ) 

U-ft ^u*^l j»\ 

a. j _ a. «i&ll 
JlllC 

> a.j^s 
* \i 

Green, 30; 4.68. 

ANS 56.8 

Similar to EAG, 64; Cairo, 169-172. 


101. Dirhem of 13 kharrubah. 


Obverse (square imprint) : 


I Oil 

iSCill JL* J» 
lilt Cf. 

i J 

jis. (?);&* jj 


In the name of Allah: or- 
dered ‘Abd al-Malik 
b. Yazld: weigh- 
t of dirhem, wei- 
ght of thirteen 
kharrubah. 


Reverse area (retrograde) : 

Manufacture 
jf of Chael. 

Reverse margin : 

L. j [‘A]sim b. Haf[s]. 

Green, 22; 2.50. 

ANS 53.123 Plate vi 

Similar to BM, 11, the reverse of which is illustrated but 
not described; same reverse as BM, 10, and EAG, 62-63; 
cf. Rogers, JRAS 1878, no. 10. 
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VESSEL STAMPS 
102 .-103. One-quarter qisf. 

• • • 

Jb J._ d£jll Oi . . 
lf» — * <iu4 . . 

lS**'. J* ob 
Cf. 

102. Green, 40 X38. 

ANS 56.163 

103. Green, 40x36 (frg. lacking). 

ANS 54.15 

Similar to EAG Suppl., 20-21; cf. Cairo , 163-166, where 
the illegible portions are not indicated in the transcription. 
The above transcription is composite: no. 103 is only 
partially preserved. 


C. Salih b. 'Ali 

Governor, 133 A.H. : 750/1 A.D. 

Governor and Finance Director, 136-137 A.H. : 753-755 A.D. 


VESSEL STAMPS 


104.-105. One-quarter qist. 


. . .. k* 

4 . . 

ob -I*-* 

104. Green, 47. 
ANS 56.8 

105. Green, 40x37. 
ANS 52.84 


Among those things ordered by 
Salihb. ‘Ali (may keep [him] straight 
[Al]lah) the making of it : one-quarter 
qist, full measure. 


Similar to Cairo, 158-160; cf. Fouquet Collection, 141 
(alignment?), and with al-amir (?). The above transcription 
is composite. 

4* 
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D. ( Asim b. Hajs 

Prefect, ca. 133-141 A.H. : 751-758 A.D. 
ca. 165-169 A.H.: 781-786 A.D. 

COIN WEIGHTS 32 

106. Fals of 36 (kharrubah) . 

Center : 

Jlil* 

Around : 

Semi-cursive characters. 

Brownish green, 32; 7.01. 

ANS 56.8 

Similar to EAG, 68; Cairo, 237-239. The Coptic notation 
for 36 (line 3) is discussed in EAG Suppl., pp. 31-32; cf. the 
table in EAG, p. 10. The varieties of these Coptic numerals 
are clearly set forth in A. Mallon’s Grammaire Copte (Beirut, 
1904), p. 220, and it will be noted that the figures for 30 and 
6 are exactly as on this and similar weights. 33 

32 These weights probably belong to the second term of ‘Asim’s office, but 
I have placed his pieces here because his first term probably began before 
al-Mansur’s Caliphate. 

33 Cf. Grohmann, Papyruskundc, p. 101; and also V. Garthausen, Die 
Schrift, Untcrschriften und Chronologic in Altertum und im Byzantinischen 
Mittelalter (Vol. 2 of Griechische Palaeographie, 2nd ed., Leipzig, 1913), 
Taf. 4b and 5, where the Coptic derivation from the Greek is apparent. 
Fritz Heichelheim (“Zum Weiterleben dergriechischen Zahlenbuchstaben,” 
ZDMG, Vol. 81, 1927, pp. 78-81) has pointed out that the Copts took 
over the Greek system almost without change. See also, with respect 
to these numerals on glass weights, Jungfleisch, Notations conventionnelles, 
pp. 258, 267, 270. I find it difficult to accept the explanation that the 
symbol for 36 is “l'alef couche voulant dire ‘un’ et p significant ‘complet’ 
or perhaps I do not fully understand this argument and some of the other 
interpretations in this interesting article. See also my remarks under 
no. 150, p. 59, below. 
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107. Fals of 30 kharrubah. 

Center : 

Around (in form of square) : 

Weight | offals | thirty | kharrubah. 

Dark amber, 31; 5.77. 

ANS 56.8 Plate vi 

Unpublished. The semi-cursive letters are very similar to 
those of no. 106, on which ‘Asim’s name appears in full. 
There can be no doubt that this piece also belongs to 
‘Asim b. Hafs. 


At 

‘Asim 

the hands of 


E. The Caliph al-Mansur , 34 
136-158 A.H. : 754-775 A.D. 

a) The Caliph Alone 

VESSEL STAMPS 

108.-110. One-half rati of grease. 

. jA 

I <ul JL£ <U . . 

(sic) j** 

OMti 

108. Green, 41 x 38. 

ANS 54.158 Plate vi 

34 As in EAG, the arrangement of pieces issued by the authority of al- 
Mansur is as follows: first, those bearing his name alone; then, those also 
carrying the name of a subordinate. 
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109. Green, 34. 

ANS 54.161 

no. Green, 35x33. 

ANS 56.8 

Similar to EAG, 56; Cairo, 150. The transcription of EAG, 
56, should be revised to show the error in the spelling of the 
word 


hi. One-half ( ?) qist. 

4. y\ If 

JUC Oil JiJl 
s*\ <U| 

[t^ai] ja ly 

Green, 41. 

ANS 54.160 

Similar to EAG, 57, except that the latter is believed to be 
for a one-third qist (see also no. 112, below); and cf. EAG, 
55, a half qist, with a different arrangement of the lines. 


1 12. One-third (?) qist. 

< ja \ 

JLX <ul JU* 

<u • • 

j-Oi 1 yy 

[* tj* ' ’ ’ 

1 a.. .» 

Green, 41 X37. 

ANS 54.160 Plate vi 

Similar to EAG, 5 7, where is dubious as here. 
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1 13. -i 15. One-quarter gist. 


4> j»\ U* 
l-ue <ul JuP 
. . j*a I <U 

{j* \y 


& 


jlj la — » 


1 13. Green, 39x37. 
ANS 56.8 

1 14. Green, 39x34- 
ANS 56.8 

1 15. Green, 39. 
ANS 56.8 


Among those things ordered by 
the Servant of Allah, ‘Abdu- 
llah, Commander of the Believers: 

“[Gi]- 

ve just measure, and not b- 
e among the defrauders; ’’one-quarter 
gist, full measure. 


Plate vi 


The last two lines of no. 115 are uncertain. Similar to 
Cairo, 151-154 where the alignment is not entirely correctly 
transcribed. 


1 16. Measure of black cumin. 


l-u* s . . . 

. .Ul JL* 4 . . 

• • • jj* • • • 

. . L C (sic) w . . 

....Ail of 
* 


[Orderjed the Servant of A- 
[l]lah, ‘Abdulla[h], 

[Comjmander of the Believer[s], 
the making of it, measu[re] 
of kammun, bla- 
ck, full measure. 


Green, 36. 

ANS 56.8 Plate vi 


Unpublished. For “black cumin” and its medicinal 
properties, see EAG Sufpl., pp. 16-17. 35 


35 Cf. G. C. Miles, ‘‘Cumin and Vinegar for Hiccups,” in Archaeology, Vol. 4, 
No. 1 (1951), pp. 23-24. 
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of whey{ ?). 

Ordered the Servant of 
[A]llah, ‘Abdullah, 

[Com]mander of the Believers, 
the making of it, measur[e] 
of mishsh ( ?), full 
measure. 

1 17. Green, 40 X39. 

ANS 54.161 Plate vi 

1 18. Green, 38 X36. 

ANS 54.161 

1 19. Dark brownish green, 40. 

ANS 56.8 

Similar to Fouquet Collection, 151-152. Casanova did not 
suggest a reading of the word in the next to the last line and 
simply transcribed the outlines of the letters. See the 
discussion of mishsh, "whey,” under no. 85, above; and cf. 
nos. 273-274, below. 


117.-119. Measure 


JL£ y\ 

<l»l <U . . 

jy . . 



3 


b) With * Abd al-Malik b. Yazid 

COIN WEIGHTS 

120.-121. Dinar. 


Obverse : 

<» y\ If 

JL£ <U! JL£ 

^ll jy I *ul 
j* 5 jliu* 

Reverse area: 


jT 


Among those things ordered by 
the Servant of Allah, ‘Abd- 
ullah, Commander of the Be- 
lievers, weight of dinar, 
full weight. 


Manufacture 
of Chael. 
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Reverse margin : 

j, j, o. i&U -v* ‘Abd al-Malik b. Yazid. 

120. Opaque black or very dark brown, 29; 4.22. 

ANS 53.49 

121. Very dark almost opaque aubergine, 29; 4.18. 

ANS 56.8 Plate vi 

Unpublished, but cf. EAG, 59 (incomplete), with the word 
dinar divided between the last two lines. For Chael (Kayl) 
cf. nos. 99 and 101, above, and nos. 122-123, below. 


122. One-half dinar. 
Obverse : 


* jA k* 

-LC < 1)1 JLtf 

)ll <ul 

(sic) 1 1 iu jca 

1 j uU! 

O 

Among those things ordered by 
the Servant of Allah, ‘Abd- 
ullah, Commander of the Be- 
lievers: weight 
of one-half, full 
weight. 

Reverse area: 


Am*, 

Manufacture 
of ? 

Reverse margin : 

(*) 0. & • • • 

[‘Abd al-Mali]k b. Yazld( ?). 

Green, 22; 2.09. 
ANS 56.163 

Plate vii 

Unpublished. EAG, 60, also a half dinar, has a different 
obverse legend, but the reverse appears to be the sane as the 
present, and I believe the transcription “Kayl” on the 
former should be corrected to read as it does above. But the 
possibility remains that on these pieces as well as on Fouquet 
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Collection, 34, a dirhem with the same reverse legend (read 
by Casanova “Koubia”), the name in the center is jf, 
bungled. 

123. One-third dinar ( ?). 

Obverse : 

0)1 

Oil JUC 
I oil -0 . . . 

• • • 

(sic) jJ. Jl . . . 
o • • 

Reverse area: 

Reverse margin : traces. 

Dark purple, 19 ; 1.154- (about */ 4 missing). 

ANS 50.40 

Unpublished. It is probable that the unintelligble word on 
the fifth line is intended to be tJs, for the piece if complete 
would weigh in the neighbourhood of 1.43 grams. One cannot 
be certain that ‘Abd al-Malik b. Yazld was the prefect. 

c) With Muhammad b. Sa'id 

COIN WEIGHTS 

In the name of Allah: 
order of the Commander of th- 
e Believers, weight 
of dinar, full weight. 


124. Dinar. 
Obverse : 

oil 1 
1^*1 yl 
jUi* Oc»jl 


In the name of Allah: 
the Servant of Allah, 
[‘AJbdullah, Commander 
[of the Be]lievers: 
[weig]ht of (one-third?), 
[full] weight. 

Manufacture 
of Chael. 
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Reverse area: 


Linear border. 


Misr 


Reverse margin : 

In the name of Allah : a[t the hands of 
‘ r” 1 Muhamma]d b. Sa'Id. 

Outer border of dots. 

Yellowish green, 29; 4.25. 

ANS 53.49 Plate vii 

Unpublished. Cf. Cairo, 209, where the reverse is not 
transcribed but the name in the margin is given in trans- 
lation. There is no mention of the word in the center, and 
the piece is not illustrated. 

I have decided to assign this weight and nos. 125-126, 
below, to the Caliph al-Mansur rather than to al-Mahdi on 
the following grounds. There is no name accompanying the 
title “Commander of the Believers” on the obverse, and the 
Caliph could therefore be either al-Mansur or al-Mahdi. 
Although it might be argued that the Caliph in question is 
not al-Mansur because he commonly calls himself ‘Abdullah 
and precedes his name with the Caliphal epithet, “Servant 
of Allah,” so also one could decide against al-Mahdi in view 
of the fact that al-Mahdi’s stamps usually bear his official 
name, with or without his personal name Muhammad. 
Therefore the argument must rest on the chronology of the 
accompanying name, Muhammad b. Sa'Id, whose dates are 
uncertain but probably between 152 and 157 A.H. 36 

Matar was governor from 157 to 159. In EAG, nos. 87-88, 
I read Matar in the reverses of somewhat similar pieces, but 
I believe now that all these should be revised to read Misr, 
that is, “Egypt.” In the present piece we have the name of 
the prefect in the margin, and if the word in the center is to 

36 See EAG, p. 118. 
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be read as a personal name, it should be that of the artisan. 
Furthermore there is a weight of Nawfal b. Fur£t (no. 128, 
below), whose date is indisputably 141 A.H., with a similar 
legend in the center of the reverse, and it is most unlikely 
that Matar had been an artisan in 141 and governor 17 years 
later. Therefore I believe that these weights (nos. 124—126, 
as well as EAG, 87-88) must be placed not later than 157, 
i.e., within al-Mansur’s Caliphate. 


125. One-half dinar. 
Obverse : 


k_Awa> 

Reverse area: 
Reverse margin: 

Xa>m .... 

Green, 22; 2.12. 
ANS 53-123 


In the name of Allah: 
ordered the Commander of t- 
he Believers: weight 
of one-half, full weight. 

Misr. 

In the name of Muhammad 

b. Sa'Id. 

Plate vii 


Similar to BM, 30 (Lane-Poole read in the center, 
and Muhammad b. Sa'ld’s name is incomplete) ; and similar 
to University College, 199, assigned to al-Mahdi and misread 
in several respects. 


126. One-third dinar. 
Obverse : 

<U| ,*-» 

I J«y»! J»\ 


Go^ 'gle 
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Reverse area: 

* 

-r** 

Reverse margin: 

• • • • • • |% ■■ J 

Yellowish green, 19; 1.41. 

ANS 53.123 Plate vii 

Similar to EAG, 88, where the star on the reverse (if any) 
and Muhammad’s father’s name are off the flan. 


F. Musa b. Ka l b 

Governor and Finance Director, 141 A.H. : 758/9 A.D. 
VESSEL STAMP 


127. One-quarter qist of (? ). 


■ • • I • 

... • • 

£ , . . . 

• • • ob [t • • • • ] 

• • • • A • • • 

Green, 36. 

ANS 54.158 


[In the najme of Allah: or[der of] 
[M]usa b. Ka*[b] — 

[quarjter [^’s£?] 

, full measure, at [the hands of] 

[Muhammad b.] Shur[ahbil], 


Probably similar to Fouquet Collection, 143, where the 
alignment is not indicated. 


G. Nawfal b. Furat 

Finance Director, 141-143 A. H. : 759-760 A.D. 
COIN WEIGHT 

128. One-half dinar. 

Obverse : 

<«' ,*-> In the name of Allah: 

01 j J»> ordered Nawfal b. Furat 

Jlai. I* yl honesty : weight of one-half 

dinar, full weight. 
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Reverse area: 

Misr 

Reverse margin: 

(t)jw, Je At the hands of §ayr ( ?). 

Green, 22; 2.11. 

ANS 50.170 Plate vii 

Unpublished. Cf. no. 124, above, for a discussion of the 
reading of the reverse area legend. As for the fragmentary 
name of the prefect, there is perhaps a possibility that it 
might be ‘Abd al-Jabbar b. Nu§ayr, of whom we have 
several weights of 30 kharrubah . 2,1 


VESSEL STAMPS 
129.-130. One-quarter qist. 


j>y 

Ordered Nawfal 


°l j a 

b. Furat 


la— J 

the making of it. 

one-quarter qist, 

«-iu 

full measure. 


129. Green, 40x36. 
ANS 56.8 


Plate vii 

130. Green, 38. 
ANS 50.40 



Unpublished. 




H. Muhammad b. al-Ash'ath 
Governor, 141-143 A.H.: 759-760 A.D. 


131. One-third dinar, 
jfi l 

VI [a] ^ 

lit. [»A*i] 


wilj J 


COIN WEIGHT 

The amir 

Muhammad [b.] al-A- 
[sh'ath ?] : weigh- 
t of one-third, full weight. 


37 EAG, 114-115; Cairo, 359-361; Fouquet Collection, 68-69; University 
College, 143; no. 205, below; and several others, unpublished. 
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Green, ig; 1.42. 

ANS 54.184 Plate vii 

Unpublished, if correctly read. 


VESSEL STAMPS 


132.-133. One-quarter gist. 


. 1-s.Vl 0 
ob h— 1 £. 

<1)1 JuC J 

o: 

132. Green, 
ANS 56 

133. Green, 
ANS 54 


In the name of Allah: 
ordered the amir Muhamma[d] 
b. al-Ash'ath the making of it, 
one-quarter gist, full measure, 
at the hands of ‘Abdullah 
b. Rashid. 


These stamps are similar to EAG, 75, which was errone- 
ously described as a qist. A re-examination of the piece 
reveals the l ayn of rub 1 , preceding the word qisf. 


134. Measure of white sesame-seed. 


• . *1 | . • 

CJ. jy* • • 

• • . • 
it • . • 

• • • ^7^ • • 


[In] the name of Allah: or[dered] 
[the] amir Muhammad b. 
[al-Ash]‘ath the making [of it], 
[mea]sure of juljulan, 
white 


Green, 33x27+. 

ANS 54.168 Plate vii 

This is new, unless University College, 158, and Fouquet 
Collection, 144, both of which are obscure in the fifth line and 
continue with the name of the prefect, are the same. For 
white sesame-seed, see EAG Suppl., pp. 17-19. 
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I. l Abd al- Rahman b. Yazid 3 8 
Prefect, ca. 141-152 A.H.: 759-769 A.D. 

DISK-WEIGHT 

135. One-sixth wuqiyah. 


Obverse (square imprint) : 


One-sixth 


wuqiyah. 

Reverse area: 



Manufacture 


of Kamil. 

• 

Reverse margin : 
-HJ*. 0. «> 

At the hands of *Abd al-Rahman b. 


Yazld. 

Pale blue-green, 31 ; 6. 

23 - 

ANS 56.8 

Plate VII 

Similar to BM, 18, 

which weighs 6.22 grams (96 grains). 

On the wuqiyah and its fractions, see EAG, pp. 17-18, and 
the references there; also, Grohmann, Papyruskunde, 
pp. 147-149; and cf. no. 91, above, for a three-ounce weight. 


VESSEL STAMP 

136. One-half qist. 


<0! 1*— > 

In the name of Allah: 


at the hands of 


‘Abd al-Rahman 

sJ. 

b. Yazld, one-half 


qist, full measure. 

Green, 40. 
ANS 56.8 

Plate vii 


Similar to University College, 187; Cairo, 319 
transcribed as jla-Jl). 

38 Cf. EAG, p. hi. 
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1 37. - 1 39. One-quarter qist. 

<0)1 ^ 

u*-) ] 

•*»„,>„ <y. 

o'j ^ a ~* 

137. Green, 40. 

ANS 56.8 

138. Green, 30. 

ANS 56.8 

139. Green, 33x27. 

ANS 54.164 

Similar to EAG Suppl., 22; Cairo, 320. 


/. Yazid b. Hatim 

Governor, 144-152 A.H.: 762-769 A.D. 


140. Dinar. 
Obverse : 

<ul 

J?i\ jA 

jv’L Jr. 

JliU 

V_j ^ 

Reverse area: 


COIN WEIGHTS 


• 

Reverse margin : 

*jioc 0 . . . Jl-v> 

Green, 28; 4.23. 
ANS 56.8 

5 Miles 
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Similar to EAG, 77-78; cf. BM, 14-15, lacking the crescent 
and the last line (= Rogers, JR AS 1878, no. 16). 

t 

141. One-half dinar. 

Obverse: 

Oil > 

^•Vl j\ 

i*;L 

JliL* 

Reverse area: 


Reverse margin : 

j-JI -Ui . . . 

Yellowish green, 22; 2.11. 

ANS 56.8 

Similar to EAG, 79; Cairo, 197-200 (incomplete). 


142. One-half dinar. 

Obverse similar to no. 141. 
Reverse area: 

Wrote it 

jX Kamil. 

Reverse margin : 

[* J^]-r cr. ^ 


Green, 22; 2.1 1. 
ANS 53.123 


[At the hands of] Muhammad b. 

Shura[hbll ?]. 

Plate vii 


Probably similar to University College, 164, where the 
name in the reverse margin is incomplete. On University 
College, 161, with a similar reverse area, the name of the 
prefect is completely preserved and certainly seems to be 
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Muhammad b. Shurahbil, although, as here, the last group 
of letters is strangely written. The legend <~f"m place of 
is noteworthy. 


143. One-half qist. 
Vl^l 

U- cx «*»Ji jy 

6 + J* c • • 

. . . . 

0 h— . . 

Green, 39x35- 
ANS 54.15 


VESSEL STAMPS 

Order of the a- 
mlr Yazld b. Ha- 
[ti]m, at the hands of 
[Sa]lamah, one-half 
[qi]st, full 
measure. 


Plate vii 


Unpublished. This is an important piece, for despite its 
poor state of preservation (it is chipped at the lower right) 
it almost certainly confirms the association of Salamah with 
Yazld b. Hatim. 39 The approximate dates of Salamah's office 
have hitherto been uncertain. In EAG (pp. 127-128) I very 
tentatively proposed identifying him with Salamah b. Raja’, 
who was governor for a very short period from the end of 
161 to the beginning of 162 A.H. I have now placed Salamah 
(whoever he was) between Yazld b. Hatim and Muhammad 
b. SaTd, because of his association with these two men, with 
a date range of ca. 144-157 A.H. 


144. Executive stamp. 

s • • [Or]dered the amir 

i* r '~ o. >. Yazld b. Hatim, 

o)\ . . [may] Allah keep him straight. 

Green, 37 X 33 - 
ANS 56.8 

Similar to University College, 169-170 (last line misread). 
** Even less of the names is preserved on the disk-weight, EAG, 82. 

5 * 
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K. Salamah 

Prefect or Finance Director, sometime ca. 144-157 A.H.: 762-774 A.D. 

COIN WEIGHTS 

145.-146. Thirty-three kharrubah. 


r\ r\ 

Salamah: weight 


of thirty-three 

*:> 



kharrubah. 


• • 

145. Green, 32; 6.38. 

ANS 56.8 Plate viii 

146. Green, 31; (4.31-f, Vs lacking). 

ANS 54.159 

Similar to Fouquet Collection, 60. 

For the dating of Salamah, see p. 57, above. Sometime 
between the years 144 and 157 A.H. Salamah must have 
been prefect (^u-. with Yazld b. Hatim and with 
Muhammad b. Sa'Id), and still within the same period but 
presumably after 152, Finance Director. It was in the latter 
capacity that he must have issued these weights and nos. 
147-152, but it is curious that he never gives his father’s 
name and that his weights do not bear the usual executive 
formulae. 

147.-149. Fals of 30 kharrubah. 

S' 

147. Green, 31 ; 5.82. 

ANS 56.8 

148. Green, 32; 5.81. 

ANS 56.8 
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149. Green, 31; 5.80. 
ANS 56.8 


Similar to EAG, 99-100; Cairo, 372-380. 

For the Coptic symbol for 30, see EAG, p. 11, EAG Sufipl., 


P- 3i- 


150. Fals of 26 kharrubah. 


r\ r\ 



Salamah : 
26. 


Yellowish green, 31 ; 5.02. 

ANS 56.163 Plate viii 

Similar to University College, 190 (77.1 grains = 5.00 
grams), and Cairo, 381 (weight not given). Jungfleisch 
{Notations conventionnelles, p. 272) has one in his collection 
weighing 4.95 grams. 40 The weight of these pieces fairly 
closely approximates the theoretical weight of 26 kharrubah, 
5.119 grams {EAG, p. 10). The Coptic notation for 20 on this 
piece more nearly resembles the Greek form 41 than it does 
the derived Coptic cursive variety. 42 The figure for 6 is quite 
clear and is simply a variation of the form on no. 106, above. 

40 It would seem to me that his no. 563, mentioned on p. 271 of the same 
article, an anonymous weight with, I gather, the same symbols, is also 26 
kharrubah, although for some reason which I do not understand he inter- 
prets these symbols as signifying 29. As the piece is not illustrated one can 
judge only by his drawing of the symbols on p. 269, which differs in no 
essential manner from that for his 26 -kharrubah piece on p. 272. Further- 
more, both these sets of symbols closely resemble his drawing of the sym- 
bols for 26 in a table (p. 270) presenting "numeros d’ordre, sans doute 
d’origine grecque ou copte mais fortement deformes par l’usage, nume- 
ros d’ordre qui ont parfois servi & paginer les premiers manuscrits arabes.” 
See also the observations under no. 106, p. 42, above. 

41 Cf. Garthausen {op. cit. under no. 106), Taf. 5 (a MS of 835 A. D.) and 
Taf. 4b (a MS of 839 A. D.). 

44 As given in Mallon’s table ( loc . cit. under no. 106). 
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151.-152. Fals of 24 kharrubah. 

* ^ Salamah : 

u-b weight of fals 

I of four and twen- 

o. ty kharrubah. 

Square imprint. 

151. Green, 29; 4.62. 

ANS 56.163 Plate viii 

152. Green, 29; 4.64. 

ANS 56.8 

Similar to Fouquet Collection, 61; University College, 188. 

VESSEL STAMP 

153. Executive stamp. 

kS*. J* 

Green, 27x25. 

ANS 54.160 

Similar to EAG, 101; Cairo, 312-315. 

L. l Umar b. Yahyd 43 

Prefect or Finance Director, sometime ca. 152-157 (?) A.H.: 769-774 

( ? ) A.D. 

COIN WEIGHTS 

154. Fals of 33 kharrubah. 

• • 

‘Umar 

^~Y' 33 - 

• • 

Green, 33; 6.26 (small chip missing). 

ANS 56.8 

43 See p. 62 for the proposed identification of ‘Umar with ‘Umar b. Yafiya 
and his probable dates. 
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Similar to EAG Sufifil., 35 1 44 Cairo, 370-371. For the 
Coptic symbols signifying 33, see EAG Suppl., pp. 31-32. 
The 30 is as on no. 106, above; and the 3 closely resembles 
the figure in Mallon’s table as well as the Greek form in a 
MS of 633 A.D. and several MSS of the 9th century. 45 

I 55- _I 59- F a l s °f 3 2 kharrubah. 

S 

155. Green, 31 ; 6.23. 

ANS 56.8 

156. Yellowish green, 31; 6.23. 

ANS 56.163 

157. Green, 31 ; 6.21. 

ANS 56.8 

158. Green, 31; 6.17. 

ANS 56.8 Plate viii 

159. Green, 30; 5.89 (frg. lacking). 

ANS 56.8 

Similar to EAG, I20-I20a; Cairo, 363-367. 


160 . Fals of 30 kharrubah. 


v> 


‘Umar: weight 
of fals, thirty 
kharrubah. 


Green, 33: 5.82. 

ANS 56.8 Plate viii 

Similar to Rogers, JRAS 1878, no. 6; Fouquet Collection, 
58-59; University College, 215; Cairo, 362 (points omitted in 
transcription). 

u The several points above and below the name and symbols on this piece 
are not correctly transcribed ; they are exactly as here. 

45 Cf. Garthausen (op. cit. under no. 106), Taf. 4b and 5. 
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VESSEL STAMP 

161. Executive stamp. 

(i-**. J* At the hands of 

<j r.yf- ‘Umar b. 

Yahyi. 

Green, 27 X24. 

ANS 54.175 Plate viii 

Unpublished, but cf. Fouquet Collection, 197, with 

tj'jf’, possibly the same. 

I have been unable to find the name of ‘Umar b. Yahya 
in the chronicles, but I am assigning him roughly to the 
period of Muhammad b. Sa‘Id (ca. 152-157 A.H.) because of 
his association with the latter on two unpublished disk- 
weights which I have seen in the Benaki Museum in Athens. 46 
As for the proposed identity of ‘Umar b. Yahya with the man 
who simply calls himself ‘Umar on the coin weights (nos. 
154-160), this hypothesis is based on the argument that 
there are many points of resemblance between these weights 
and those of Salamah (nos. 145-152, above), whose dates 
are roughly contemporary with Muhammad b. Sa‘Id and 
hence with ‘Umar b. Yahya. 


M. Muhammad b. Sa'id 
Governor, 152-157 (?) A.H. : 769-774 (?) A.D. 


162. Dinar. 

Obverse : 

<ul 

jmV I J>\ 


Jut. 


COIN WEIGHTS 


In the name of Allah: 
order of the amir 
Muhammad b. Sa‘id, 
weight of dinar. 


46 I am indebted to Dr. M. Chatzidakis, Director, for furnishing me with 
photographs of these and other glass weights in his charge. 
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Reverse area : 

w Manufacture of 

Lr]’ J.r Souerous. 

Reverse margin : 

jjb . . . [At] the hands of Salamah. 

Yellowish green, 29; 4.23. 

ANS 53.123 Plate viii 

Unpublished. Cf. Cairo, 207 (reverse margin effaced); 
BM, 19, with similar obverse and reverse areas, but a 
different marginal legend; University College, 185, with 

• • • • ^ n • — • 

The decipherment of the name in the reverse area, which 
occurs also in association with Yazld b. Hatim, has hitherto 
been a puzzle, but I believe that I now have the correct 
solution. Lane-Poole read ajy-*., “by weight,” which is 
surely wrong; Petrie read”Sueyzy” ( ?) ; Grohmann recognized 
the name which cannot be read here nor on many 

other unpublished specimens which I have examined, but 
which would certainly be a possibility on no. 163, below; 47 
and Mme Launois transcribes [Cairo, nos. 203-207) a. 
with the suggestion (no. 193) that the first group of letters 
might be the end of which is clearly impossible. 

I think there can be little doubt that the name is an Arabic 
rendering of ceyHpoc, a Coptic version of the Greek (ultima- 
tely Latin) name which appears in papyri in the forms 
£ouspou<;, 2ou7)poi><;, £ouaipou<;, Souyjpu;, £o 5 jpt <;, etc. (i.e., Seve- 
rus). 48 On almost every weight bearing the name that 

47 Providing one assumed the fourth letter to be a 3 wrongly engraved 
(so also with University College, 185). 

18 Friedrich Preisigke, Namenbuch (Heidelberg, 1922), col. 391; Gustav 
Heuser, Die Personennamen der Kopten, I ( Studien zur Epigraphik und 
Papyruskunde, Bd. I, Schrift 2, Leipzig, 1929), p. 103, and (a shortened 
form) p. 105. Another variant Arabic form appears to be Saba- 

wirus, as in a papyrus of 247 A.H. (A. Grohmann, Arabic Papyri in 
the Egyptian Library, II, Cairo, 1936, pp. 182-183). 
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I have seen, the final sin is incomplete because of lack of 
room. As remarked above, there are specimens (such as 
no. 163, immediately below) on which the name appears to 
be but after searching unsuccessfully for a Coptic 

or Greek name which might be transliterated into Arabic in 
this form, I have come to the conclusion that what appears 
to be a group of two letters before the waw is actually a slip 
on the part of the die-engraver and that the elements are 
intended to be a sin as on the other specimens. It is indeed 
improbable that there should have been two craftsmen 
placing their names on these products in the same shop 
(presumably) at the same time with names identical except 
for the first one or two letters. 


163. One-half dinar. 


Obverse : 
Vl^i 

*1 A (jLu* 


Reverse area: 


sjrJ. y 

Reverse margin: 

.... -Ua— ^ 

Green, 22; 2.10. 
ANS 56.8 


Order of the a- 
mlr Muhammad 
b. Sa‘id: 

weight of one-half. 


Manufacture of 
[Souerous ?]. 


At the hands of Sa'Id 


Plate viii 


Probably similar to Cairo, 208 (reverse margin effaced) ; 
and cf. BM, 19 (a dinar) with ■ ll j. .4-— in the reverse 

margin, and University College, 185 (also a dinar ) with part 
of the same name preserved in the margin. For the name in 
the reverse area see the discussion under no. 162, above. 
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164. Dirhem. 

Vi j»\ 

Order of the a- 



mlr Muhammad 



b. SaTd: 


Jliu 

weight of dir- 



hem. 


Green, 25; 2.84. 

ANS 56.8 


Plate viii 

Unpublished. 


DISK-WEIGHT 


165. Uncertain Weight. 

4 [In the name of Alla]h ( ?) : 

[order of the am]Ir ( ?) 

-V*- *>•••• [Muhammad ib]n Sa‘Id: 

UJ . 

Green, 53x38; 30.88 (frg.). 

ANS 54.168 Plate viii 

Unpublished. The symbol at the end of the last line appears 
to be the same as that on a ring-weight of Muhammad b. 
SaTd’s (no. 166, below), on a rati in the University College 
collection (no. 184), another rati in the Fouquet Collection 
(no. 50, and perhaps no. 51), and on several other unpublished 
heavy weights. I am unable to suggest an explanation of its 
significance. It is perhaps related to the symbol on an 
anonymous weight (no. 214, below), which in turn is probably 
the same as that on two weights discussed by M. Jungfleisch 
under the title, “Notations en ‘abjad’sur des poids arabes 
en verre...” ( Bulletin de I’Institut d’Egyfte, 1950-1951, 
pp. 207-212). I fear I cannot go along with M. Jungfleisch’s 
ingenious theory that the symbol is a date written according 
to the abjad system. 
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166. Rati. 
Stamp A : 

oil ^ 

si 

JL ju* ^ 

$££ A> 


Stamp B : 
d* <> 


RING-WEIGHT 


In the name of Allah: 
order of the amir 
Muhammad b. Sa‘Id, 
rati, full weight. 


At the hands of 
Salamah. 


Dark green, frg. (top and part of one side), width 62, height 50-}-, 
thickness 45: stamp A: 35; stamp B: 21; 170.20-f. 

ANS 54.155 Plate viii 


Similar to Fouquet Collection, 50 (symbol at end of 4th 
line not transcribed in text). Cf. no. 165, above. 


VESSEL STAMPS 


167.-169. One-half qist. 

nil 

s' 

1 wJ i*ob 
sJ\j 


In the name of Allah : 
order of the amir 
Muhammad b. Sa‘id, 
one-half qist, 
full measure. 


167. Green, 41 (with large rim frg.). 

ANS 56.8 

168. Green, 38x34. 

ANS 56.8 

169. Green, 35x27 (one-quarter lacking). 

ANS 54.159 

Similar to Cairo, 204. The name “Sa‘Id” appears to be 
miswritten “Sa'd” on no. 167; on the two others it is in- 
completely preserved. 
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170.-171. One-quarter qist. 


<ul 

J Lm ** (j' 

170. Green, 38. 
ANS 56.8 

17 1. Green, 37x34. 
ANS 56.8 


In the name of Allah : 
order of the amir 
Muhammad b. Sa‘id, 
[one-quar]ter qist, full 
measure. 


Plate ix 


Similar to Fouquet Collection, 168, and Cairo, 205-206 
(j of o'j incorrectly transcribed as being on the 5th line). 


N. The Caliph al-Mahdi 
158-169 A.H. : 775-785 A.D. 


172. Dinar. 

Obverse : 

* 

j»\ <u! 

1 

< <JUl 

Jlj 

Reverse area: 

W 


COIN WEIGHTS 


In the name of Allah: order 
of al-Mahdi Muhammad, 
Commander of the Believers, 
may Allah give him long enjoyment : 
weight of dinar, 
full weight. 


Manufacture of a]- 
[ 1 -Muhajir ?]. 
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Reverse margin : 

<s* J* At the hands of Muhammad b. 

Sulayman. 

Green, 30; 4.25. 

ANS 56.8 Plate ix 

Unpublished. For al-Muhajir (?), see EAG, p. 123, and 
cf. nos. 174-175, below; Muhammad b. Sulayman, EAG, 
pp. 126-127, an d cf. nos. 174-175, below. 


173. Dinar. 

Obverse : 

* 

. . .*1 41)1 
Jw£ 

<1 4 l )1 ^ 

JllU 

J 1 ; 

Reverse area: 
Reverse margin: 

I 

Green, 29; 4.23. 
ANS 56.8 


In the name of Allah: ord[er of] 
al-Mahdi Muhammad, 

Commander of the Believers, 
may Allah grant him long en j oy ment : 
weight of dinar, 
full weight. 


the Be- 
lievers. 


At the hands of the amir [Yahy]a, 
Client of the Commander of 

Plate ix 


Unpublished. I have been able to restore the name in the 
reverse margin through knowledge of a similar piece in the 
Muntaza Palace collection in Alexandria, where “Yahya” is 
preserved. Cf. no. 178, below, a disk-weight of his. A half 
dinar of al-Mahdi in the University College collection 
(no. 197), with uo)ii ^1 . ., is doubtless his also. 
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174 . One-half dinar. 
Obverse : 


<ul 

In the name of Allah: 

jka\ 

al-Mahdi, Commander of 


the Believers: weigh- 

j uU 1 J 

t of one-half, full 

o' 

weight. 

Reverse area: 

1 

Manufacture of a- 


[1-Muhajir ?], 

Reverse margin : 

-U-^ jrv*Vl ^ -Aj_ 

At the hands of the amir Muhammad 

Green, 12 ; 2 . 12 . 

b. Sulayman. 

ANS 56.8 

Plate ix 

Similar to Cairo , 

215 ; probably similar to BM, 20 (last 

name in reverse margin transcribed . . SMR”). 


175 . One-third dinar. 
Obverse : 

•ml 

I y' 

Jlii. 

Reverse area: 

l ^ 
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Reverse margin : 

... 

Brownish green, 20; 1.41. 

ANS 56.8 

Similar to EAG, 89; probably similar to BM, 21-22 
(“. . . .SMR”), and University College, 200-201. 

176. One-third dinar. 

Obverse : 

Jlii. 

ob 

Reverse area: 
j} a 

r* 

Reverse margin : 

<£ (^) f* — J 

Green, 19; 1.39. 

ANS 53.123 Plate ix 

Similar to EAG Suppl., 26. See the discussion there, 
pp. 25-26. Here the name Isma‘Il b. Ibrahim is quite clear. 


1 yy. Fals of 20 (?) kharrubah. 
Obverse : 


<ul I*— J 

-u£ 

. . . < u ! ^*1 
[? 


In the name of Allah: 
al-Mahdi Muhammad, 

Commander of the Believers, 
may Allah give him long enjoyment, 
fals of ? 


Digitized by 


Gck igle 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



'Abbasid Officials 71 

Reverse : traces of area and marginal legend ? 

Pale green, 27; 3.93, oxidized and flaked. 

ANS 54.175 

Unpublished. The weight would be approximately that 
of 20 kharriibah. 


0 . Yahya, Mawla of al-Mahdi 
Ca. 15&-169 A.H. : 775-785 A.D. 

DISK-WEIGHT 

178. [Wuqiyah ?). 

y\ «>' In the name of Allah : ordered 

Ay ^ vyV 1 the amir Yahya, mawla 

„)li of the Commander of the Believers 


Yellowish green, 54x32+; circular imprint, 33; 17.34+ (frg., about 
y 2 or more). 

ANS 51.119 Plate ix 

Unpublished. This Yahya is doubtless the same individual 
whose name occurs in association with that of the Caliph 
al-Mahdi; see no. 173, above. 


P. Al-Muhajir 

Prefect, ca. 158-169 A.H. : 775-785 A.D. 

VESSEL STAMP 

179. Executive stamp. 

J* At the hands of 

^i«li al-Muhajir. 

Green, 31. 

ANS 56.8 Plate ix 

6 Miles 
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Unpublished, unless Fouquet Collection, 192, which Casa- 
nova transcribes be similar. The dates of al-Muhajir 

must fall within the rule of al-Mahdi, with whom he is 
associated on other glass pieces. Cf. EAG, p. 123. 


Q. Wadih, Mawla of al-Mahdi 
Governor and Finance Director, 162 A.H. : 779 A.D. 


COIN WEIGHT 

180. One-half dinar. 

Obverse : 


<ul ^ J 

Jlit* 

S'* 


In the name of Allah: 
weight of one-half 
dinar, 
full weight. 


Reverse area: 



Reverse margin : 
« 11 [»<**: J®] 

Green, 22; 2.12. 
ANS 56.163 


Wadih. 


[At the hands of?] al-Mu[hajir]. 

Plate ix 


Unpublished. This weight and the vessel stamp immedi- 
ately following must have been issued when Wadih was 
governor, 49 and al-Muhajir was prefect under him (see 
no. 179, above). 

48 EAG, p. 129. 
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181. One-quarter qist. 

j i ja . . 

. . ^ . . 
gj . . 

. j \ j lu— > 

Brownish green, 29. 
ANS 56.8 


VESSEL STAMP 

[Or]der of the amir W- 
[a]dih, mawla of the Comman[der] 
[of t]he Believers: one-quarter 
qist, full measure. 


Plate ix 


Unpublished, but cf . Fouquet Collection, 155-156, fragments 

With ... jf—I ^yA £>[lj]/y»Vl . . . 


R. Musa b. Mus'ab ( ?) 

Governor and Finance Director, 167-168 A.H. : 784-785 A.D. 

DISK-WEIGHT 

182. One-quarter (great ?) rati. 

Central stamp, A (rectangular) : 

Jkj One-quarter rati 

f k[abirl] 


Stamp at right, B (rectangular) : 

Among those things o[rdered by] 
the aml[r Musa ?] 
b. Mus[‘ab] 


Stamp at left, C (rectangular) : 


^... . . [M]isr ? 

Green, fragmentary (perhaps one half), 86x37+ (oval); max. thick- 
ness, 17; stamp A: 33 Xi6+; stamp B: 22 X9+; stamp C: 12+ x8+; 
60.10+grm. 

ANS 51.119 


I U* 

....-VI 

• • • • * Ol 
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Unpublished. Musa b. Mus‘ab al-KhaslTami was Governor 
and Finance Director of Egypt on behalf of al-Mahdi from 
7 Dhu’l-Hijjah 167 until 9 Shawwal 168 (1 July 784- 
24 April 785 A.D.). 50 

S. Musa b. Sdbiq and Salih b. Muslim 
Prefects, ca. 171-180 A.H. (?): 787-796 A.D.(?) 

DISK-WEIGHTS 

183. Wuqlyah ? 

Stamp A (circular) : 



At the hands of 


Musa b. Sa- 

^*°3 (J*. 

biq and Salih 

| 4 — 0. 

b. Muslim. 


Stamp B (circular, 1/5 missing): Identical with A. 
Stamp C (rectangular, fragmentary) : 


ob full weight. 

Pale blue-green, 56 (oval); max. thickness, 12; Stamps A & B: 20; 
stamp C: 13+ ; 19.08+ (perhaps up to one half missing). 

ANS 56.8 Plate ix 

Unpublished. If the rectangular stamp (C) was placed in 
the center, there were probably two more circular stamps 
located around it, as are the circular stamps A and B. 

Musa b. Sabiq and Salih b. Muslim are, so far as I have 
been able to determine, unknown in the chronicles, but as 
there are weights and stamps of Salih b. Muslim associated 
with Musa b. c Isa {Cairo, 235-236), and the latter is known 
to have been Governor of Egypt from 171-172, 175-176 and 
again from 179-180 A.H., 51 I have placed Musa b. Sabiq 
and Salih b. Muslim between these dates. 

50 Al-Kindi (ed. Guest), pp. 124-128; cf. Tabari, III, p. 521. 

51 Al-Kindi (ed. Guest), pp. 132, 134, 137. 
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184. Uncertain weight. 

Stamp A (circular) : 

<s* J* 

• • • 

Jl_ 

• • • 

Stamp B (circular) : nothing preserved. 

Green, 39+X25+; max. thickness, 11; stamp A: 21; stamp B: ?; 
9.98+ (fragmentary). 

ANS 51.119 Plate ix 


Unpublished. The stamp is, of course, the same as that 
appearing twice on no. 183. 


VESSEL STAMP 


185. Executive stamp. 


^>3 . . 

Green, 19. 
ANS 56.8 


[Mus]a b. [Sa]- 
[biq] and Salih 
[b.] Muslim. 


Unpublished. 


T. * Ubaydullah b. al-Mahdi 

Governor and Finance Director, 179 and 180-181 A.H.: 795 and 796-797 

A.D. 

DISK-WEIGHT 

186. One-half wuqiyah (?). 

U* Among those things ordered by 

ju* j^Vi the amir ‘Ubayd- 
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)ii <ui ullah [son of] the Commander of the Be- 

Jitl lievers, may prolong 

<ui Allah his life. 

Roughly circular, pale blue-green, 46; square imprint, 30; 17.33+ 
(chips lacking). 

ANS 56.8 Plate x 

Unpublished. There can be little doubt about the attri- 
bution of this piece despite what I assume to be an engraver’s 
error in the third line (the omission of bn ). 52 ‘Ubaydullah, 
son of the Caliph al-Mahdi, was appointed Governor and 
Finance Director of Egypt by Harun al-Rashld on 13 
Muharram 179 (8 April 795), but until his arrival in Egypt 
on 11 Rabr I of that year (June 795) he was represented by 
‘Abdullah b. al-Musayyib. On the 3rd of Ramadan (20 
November 795) ‘Ubaydullah was relieved by Musa b. ‘Isa 
(see p. 74, above), and he left Egypt on 2 Shawwal. He was 
reappointed to the position in Jumada II 180 (August 796) 
and arrived at his post on 4 Sha'ban of that year (12 October 

796) . He remained in office until 3 Ramadan 181 (29 October 

79 7 ) ™ 

This is the first glass piece of ‘Ubaydullah to be published. 
A few dirhems struck at Armlnlyah when he was governor 
of that province in 172 and 174 A.H. bear his name. 54 


52 The weight could not be one of the first Fatimid Caliph al-Mahdi ‘Ubay- 
dullah. The piece came from Egypt, is typically Egyptian, and the epi- 
graphy does not suit the late 3rd or early 4th centuries of the Hijrah. 

53 The full sources are cited in A. Grohmann, Corpus Papyrorum Raineri, 
Series III, Arabica, I 2 , p. 141. 

54 172: Ahmed Ziya, Meskukat-i Islamiyeh (Constantinople, 1910), no. 
420 (with ‘Ubaydullah mistranscribed ‘Abdullah); 174: H. Niitzel, Kata- 
log der orientalischen Miinzen, I (Berlin, 1898), no. 960, and A. Markov, 
Inventarnii Katalog Musulmanskikh Monet (St. Petersbourg, 1896), p. 27, 
no. 378. Cf. R. Vasmer, Chronologie der arabischen Statthalter von Armenien 
unter den Abbasiden, von as-Saffach bis zur Kronung Aschots I., 750-887 
(Vienna, 1931), p. 31 (Markov does not record ‘Ubaydullah’s name, but 
Vasmer must have examined the coin himself). 
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U. Mu l awiyah b. Zufar 
Prefect ca. 180-190 A.H.(?): ca. 796-806 A.D.(?) 

DISK-WEIGHT 

1 87. [One-half wuqiyahl], 

y* J* At the hands of Mu‘awi- 

^ (*)jj a \ yah b. Zufar ( ?) al-Muhs[ini ?], 

J y mawla of the amir 

Green, frg. (about 2 / 3 ), 35x29+; square imprint, 19; 9.30+. 

ANS 54.15 Plate x 

Unpublished. 


RING- WEIGHT 

188. Great rati. 

Stamp A (square, in center) ; 

Rati 

jS kabir, 

ob full weight. 

Stamp B (square, at right) : 

y* J* At the hands of Mu'awi- 

. . .11 (t)>3 a. yah b. Zufar( ?) al-M . . . . 

mawla of the amir 


Stamp C (rectangular, at left) ; 

The amir 


[may Allah] be generous to him. 

Green, intact but large chip off two sides and smaller chips, 82 X78 x 
44; imprints, A: 22; B: 20; C: 11+X21; 464.00+. 

ANS 54.157 Plate x 
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Unpublished. Stamp B is in all probability the same as 
the stamp on no. 187, above. 

The suggested identification of the prefect whose name 
appears on nos. 187 and 188 is made with great reserve. 
Tabari 55 mentions a certain Mu‘awiyah b. Zufar b. ‘Asim, 
who led the summer raids into Anatolia in the years 178 and 
180. This is the only person with this name that I have been 
able to find in the chronicles ; it is not altogether out of the 
question that this man was later (or even before his duties 
in the field) prefect in Egypt. Eventually we may turn up 
other specimens bearing this man’s stamps, and let us hope 
with the name of the governor preserved. 


V. Al-Husayn b. al-Bahbah 
Governor, 193-194 A.H. : 808-810 A.D. 

COIN WEIGHT 

189. Dinar. 

Area: 

Jte- 

• • s 

• 

Margin : 

. . .0. I 

Very pale blue-green, 29; 4.24. 

ANS 56.8 Plate x 

Similar to EAG 108-109. I am now convinced that this 
man’s name was not al-Hasan,. but al-Husayn. The name is 
obscure here but on the ring-weight described below it is 
quite clear. My doubts about the reading of his name were 
expressed in EAG, loc. cit. 

55 III, pp. 637, 645. 
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190. Great rati. 

I A, j *\ 

<ljl «l*l r-Ls«JI ^ 

* 

O 

O*^ a 4)1 0-* ^4, Jc 


RING-WEIGHT 

Among those things ordered by the 

amir al-Husayn 
b. al-Bahbah, may Allah preserve 

him: 

kabir, full weight ; 
at the hands of ‘Abdullah b. 

‘Uthman. 


Green, frg., about */ 2 — 2 / ri ?, 76 x 49 x 60+ ; rectangular stamp, 52x33; 

324.50+. 

ANS 54.161 Plate x 


Unpublished. The prefect ‘Abdullah b. ‘Uthman (or the 
father's name could just possibly be ‘Amir) is not only new 
in the literature of glass weights and measure stamps, but 
also, so far as I have been able to determine, is unrecorded 
in the chronicles. 


W. ‘ Isd b. Mansur 

Prefect, 216-217 and 229-233 A.H.: 831-832 and 843-847 A.D. 

DISK-WEIGHT 

191. [One-half wuqiyah]. 

J* At the hands of the amir 

a ^ ‘Isa b. Man§ur, 

[rnawla of the Commander of the Be- 
lievers ?]. 

Pale blue-green, circular, 37; max. thickness, 8; circular imprint, 
20; 14.09 (intact but pitted by oxidation). 

ANS 56.8 

The inscription is very faint, and the last two lines are 
virtually illegible. Around the circular imprint are four 
‘‘thumb-nail” prints. 


yli j~*i 
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Unpublished. Cf. a ring-weight in the University College 
collection, no. 218; and two executive stamps in Cairo, 
247-248. There is some uncertainty about the dates of the 
two prefectures of ‘IscL b. Man§ur b. Musa al-Rafi‘i (or al- 
Rafiqi?). 56 His first term began sometime in 216 and ended 
evidentally on 18 Safar 217 (831- 25 March 832) ; his second 
began on 7 Muharram 229 and appears to have ended on 
15 Rabi* I, 233 (6 October 843- 29 October 847). 67 


X. The Caliph al-MuHasim ( ?) 
218-227 A.H.: 833-842 A.D. 

VESSEL STAMP 


192. Uncertain Stamp. 

^ Among those things ordered [by] 

*li . . [the] Imam al-Mu‘[tasim ?] 

. . . 1 ' <u . . [bi’]llah, Commander of the B[e]- 

[lievers]. 

Green, 21 ; small frg. of rim preserved. 

ANS 56.176 

Unpublished. The attribution is not certain, but the style 
of epigraphy suggests the period of al-Mu'tasim. Ring-weights 
of his are known: e.g., Fouquet Collection, 45, and University 
College, 219. 

86 Actually he was acting governor on behalf of al-Mu‘tasim, Abu- Ja‘far 
Ashin&s and Itakh al-Turki. 

67 Al- Kindi, pp. 190, 192, 196; al-Maqrizi, Khitat, I, pp. 311-312; cf. 
Grohmann, op. cit. under no. 186, above, I 2 , p. 146. Zambaur’s dates 
(. Manuel , p. 27) differ somewhat; I believe he misread Maqrizi's “governed 
the first time” as “1 Muharram.” 
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Y. Musd b. abi'l-'Abbas 
Governor, 2x9-224 A.H.: 834-839 A.D. 

DISK-WEIGHT 

193. [ One-half wuqiyah]. 

<£* J* At the hands of 

a. Musa b. 

u-GJl Ji abi’l-‘ Abbas. 

Dark amber, 37; square imprint, 21; 15.74 (intact). 

ANS 56.8 Plate x 

Unpublished. For Musa b. abi’l-‘ Abbas, see EAG Suppl., 
pp. 2J-28. 58 


VESSEL STAMP 


194. Executive stamp. 

O. • • • 

. . — I . . . 

Pale green, 14. 

ANS 54.154 

Unpublished as a separate vessel stamp, but the legend is 
the same as that on no. 193; and cf. EAG Suppl., 30; 
Fouquet Collection, 172 and an unspecified number between 
199 and 235. 

58 There are two typographical errors on p. 27: "934” for “834,” and 
"perfect” for “prefect.” 
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Z. l Ali b. Yahya 
Governor, 226-229 A.H. : 841-843 A.D. 

DISK-WEIGHT 
195. [ One-half wuqiyah]. 

J* The amir ‘Ali 

b. Yahya, mawld 

c j~*l of the Commander of the Believers, 

<ui .1*1 may Allah preserve him. 

Yellowish green, 36; max. thickness, 9; square imprint, 19x20; 

16.06 (intact). 

ANS 53.49 Plate x 

Unpublished. ‘Ali b. Yahya al- Armani governed on behalf 
of Abu-Ja‘far Ashinas from 9 Rabr II 226 (5 February 841) 
until (officially) 7 Dhu’l-Hijjah 228 (6 September 843) and 
probably continued in office until 7 Muharram 229 (6 October 
843), when he was succeeded by ‘Isa b. Mansur (see p. 80, 
above). 69 So far as I know this is the first glass piece of 
‘Ali b. Yahya to be published. 


A A. The Cali-ph al-Wathiq 
227-232 A.H. : 842-847 A.D. 

RING- WEIGHT 


196. Uncertain weight. 


. . . joJl *a \ ja . . [Com]manded Allah justice 

. . . * *> ja\ i £- Jj . . . [and accordingly ordered the Serv- 

ant of Allah] 

69 Al-Kindi, pp. 195-197; cf. Grohmann, op. cit. under no. 186, above, I*, 
P- 154- 
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. . . jN 1 ojj . . . [Ha]run, the Imam, al-W[athiq] 

. . . . *}li joA . . . [bi’llah], Commander of the Belie- 


vers], 

. . . ««i < . . . may Allah him. 

Green, small frg. of top only, 57x37x22; 35.38. 

ANS 54.159 Plate xi 


This weight is in all probability identical with one described 
by M. Jungfleisch in Un folds et une estampille, p. 2 ; cf . also 
a ring-weight ( ?) with possibly the same legend (although 
differently read) and an additional date stamp (228 A.H. ?), 
in the Innes collection. 60 


BB. Yazid b. * Abdullah 
Governor, 242-253 A.H.: 856-867 A.D. 


197. [Ratll]. 

j»\ 5 Y j <u! 

oil u.ff y 4» 


LaI* 41)1 JILl 


RING-WEIGHT 

In the name of Allah: blessing; 

among those things ordered 
by the amir Yazid b. ‘Abdullah, 
mawla of the Commander of the 

Believers, 

may Allah proleng their lives. 


Green, with iridescent patina, fragmentary, 43 x 46+ x 36+; square 
imprint, 27; 104.07+. 

ANS 54.155 Plate xi 


Probably similar to University College, 238-239, partially 
misread, and to Fouquet Collection, 56, also party misread. 
For a disk-weight of Yazid b. ‘Abdullah, see EAG Suppl., 32, 

60 M. Casanova, Etude sur les inscriptions arabes des poids et mesures en 
verre (Communication faite a l’lnstitut figyptien dans la seance du 
6 Mars 1891), Cairo, 1891, p. 25. 
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where (pp. 30-31) other weights of his are mentioned. 61 It is 
of interest to note that the stamp on our piece has an empty 
space, sufficient for two lines, at the bottom, and that in this 
respect it resembles University College, 238-239. University 
College, 237, evidently had another line or two. M. Jung- 
fleisch, who donated the present piece to the Museum of the 
American Numismatic Society, remarked that this was a 
“2 e emission avec la malediction contre les prevaricateurs — 
5 e ligne— bouchee.” It does indeed appear that the lower 
part of the legend had been obliterated on the die. Yazld b. 
‘Abdullah’s career is summarized in EAG Suppl., p. 30. 

61 The specimen in the Fouquet Collection is there mistakenly referred 
to as a disk-weight; it is a ring- weight. 
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III. TULUNIDS 


A. Ahmad b. Tulun 

Governor (and Semi-Independent Ruler) of Egypt 
254-270 A.H.: 868-884 A.D. 

DISK-WEIGHTS 

198.-199. [( One-half wuqiyah]. 

■/*’ ^ Among those things ordered by the a- 

J* J. «**■! mlr Ahmad b. Tu- 

• • 

j?\ iJs oj lun, mawla of the Commander 

OC.3I1 of the Believers. 

198. Green, 38; max. thickness, 8; circular imprint, 22; 16.52 (intact). 
ANS 56.163 

199. Green, 37 X34; max. thickness, 9; circular imprint, 21 ; 15.83 (in- 
tact). 

ANS 54.175 Plate xi 

Unpublished. Two other weights and a vessel stamp of 
Ahmad b. Tulun have been published: a disk-weight (one- 
quarter rati ), 62 a ring- weight dated 259, 63 and a vessel stamp, 64 
not bearing Ahmad’s name but dated 260 A.H. See also 
no. 200, below. 

RING-WEIGHT 

200. [Rati}]. 

*«»i < 0 . ,*-» In the name of Allah: blessing from 

Allah; 

a. -wi <ja\ ordered it the amir Ahmad b. Tu- 

82 Rogers, JR AS 1878, no. 19 (name misread). 

83 Jungfleisch, Utt poids et une estampille, p. 7. 

84 Ibid., p. 4. 
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CA>^ j 

<jy Uj 


lun, mawla of the Commander of the 

Be- 
lievers, in the year 
nine and fifty 
and two hundred. 


Green, frg. of top and right side only, 53 X384- X38+ ; rectangu- 
lar imprint, 27x25; 103.49-f. 

ANS 54.160 Plate xi 


Similar to Jungfleisch, Un poids et une estampille, except 
that he transcribes < 5 jJI in place of < 5 /.. As that piece is 
illustrated only by a drawing it is impossible to verify 
whether the definite article is present or not. Here the article 
is definitely lacking. 


B. Khumarawayh b. Ahmad 
Ruler of Egypt, 270-282 A.H.: 884-896 A.D. 

RING-WEIGHT 

201. [Rati?]. 

Stamp A: 

<ui j* « 0 . Blessing from Allah 

on the amir Khumarawayh 



(Possibly no 3rd line) 

Stamp B: 

S'j. As stamp A. 



[* ] 

Dark brown, frg. of top and right side only, 50+ X43 X43+ ; square 
imprints A and B: 24; 142. 06+. 

ANS 54.168 Plate xi 
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87 

Unpublished. This is the first known weight of the Tulunid 
prince Khumarawayh, and, unless I am mistaken, the latest 
weight of the ‘Abbasid period to be published . 65 

65 The pieces of the later 'Abbasid Caliphs (al-Mustadi, al-Nasir, etc., BM, 
pp. 36-38, etc., are actually Ayyubid. I am sceptical about the attribution 
by Rogers of a one-third dinar weight supposedly of the Caliph al-Muq- 
tadir (BM, p. xxviii). Exception, however, should be made with regard 
to nos. 260-261, below, if indeed my proposal to date this piece in the 3rd 
century of the Hijrah is acceptable. 


7 Miles 
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IV. UNIDENTIFIED OFFICIALS 66 


A. Abdn b. Ibrahim 


VESSEL STAMP 


202. Executive stamp, 
a oU 

in*/-' 

Green, 30. 

ANS 56.8 


Similar to EAG, hi; EAG Suppl., 33; Cairo, 317-318. 


B. Idris and Musa 

COIN WEIGHT ? 

203. [Fats of 36 kharrubah ?]. 

j-ys Idris and Musa, 

j.l sons of ( ?) Mahdi. 

* 

Dark amber, 33; 7.07. 

ANS 53.49 Plate xi 

Unpublished. This curious weight closely resembles one in 
the Llewelyn-Phillips Collection in the British Museum, and 
also is not unlike another in that collection and one in the 

University College Collection (no. 249), with and 

‘Isa, ^ ^ l . At the present time I have no explanation of the 

anomalous legend to propose. is a quasi-plural of j.i. 67 

66 Arranged alphabetically. 

87 Lane, I, p. 262, col. 2. 
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Unidentified Officials 


C. Hakam b. Yahya (?) 


204. Executive stamp. 

Green, 36x33. 

ANS 53.49 

Unpublished. 


VESSEL STAMP 

At the hands of 

Hakam 

b. Yahya (?). 


89 


Plate xi 


D. *Abd al-Jabbar b. Nusayr 

COIN WEIGHT 

205. Fals of 30 kharrubah. 

AX. jc 

O-li Jk- 
S'* *>> 

(*) 

Green, 32; 5.73. 

ANS 56.8 

Similar to EAG, 114-115 ; Cairo, 359-361 (symbol omitted 
from the transcription). For the Coptic figure, see EAG, 
p. 11, EAG Suppl., p. 31, and supra, p. 58. 


E. Muhammad b. * Amr 

COIN WEIGHTS 

206.-20 7. Fals of 20 kharrubah. 

\ k Among those things ordered by 

jjf- a. - ^ Muhammad b. ‘Amr: 

ojj ^ Jliu weight of fals, weight 

a./* twenty kharrubah. 
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206. Green, 28; 3.85. 

ANS 56.8 Plate xi 

20 7. Green, 28; 3.84. 

ANS 56.8 

Similar to Rogers, JRAS 1878, no. 4 (partly misread); 
Fouquet Collection, 45-47; Cairo, 354-356. 


F. Maslamahl 
coin weight ? 

208. Fals of 24 kharrubahl . 

Maslamah (?). 

Pale green, 26x24; 4.73. 

ANS 56.164 

Unpublished. The piece is crudely made, of irregular 
thickness, and imperfectly inscribed. It is possibly of a much 
later period. 


G. Hilal b. al-Jabbar ? 
COIN WEIGHT 


209. One-half dinar. 
Obverse : 

TT 

•Oil 

cJua> Jlii* 

ob 

Reverse area: 
WjU-I 


In the name of Allah: 
weight of one-half 
dinar, 
full weight. 


al-Jabbar (?). 


Digitized by 


Gck igle 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



Unidentified Officials 91 

Reverse margin : 

aJX*.. At the hands of Hilal b. 

Green, 22; 2.12. 

ANS 56.163 Plate xi 


Unpublished. The prefect might possibly be the same 
individual whose name was read Hilal al-Jabbar (?) on 
EAG, 125. The two elements above b’ism look very much 
like the Arabic figures rr, but they are not altogether clear 
and this may be an illusion. 


H. Yahya b. Hatim 

RING-WEIGHT 


210. Uncertain weight. 

_/•' k Among those things ordered 

by Yahya 
a b. Hatim. 

Pale bluish green, part of top only, 54+ X59X33+; 140.84-)-. 

ANS 55.145 Plate xii 

Unpublished. The epigraphy is curious: it is difficult to 
say whether it is a crude early script or a later semi-cursive 
style. 
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V. ANONYMOUS COIN WEIGHTS 


A. “Al Muhammad ” 


21 1. -212. Dinar. 


<ul p-J 

-U3t j| jA 

Jlitt 

* 


In the name of Allah : 

order of the Family of Muhammad: 

weight of dinar, 

full weight. 


211. Green, 30; 4.23. 

ANS 56.8 

212. Green, 30; 2.85 +(V 3 lacking). 
ANS 51.119 


Plate xii 


Similar to Cairo, 145. Quite a few weights and stamps 
with the enigmatic legend “Al Muhammad” have been 
published: dirhems of 13 kharriibah ; 68 haM-ratl of duhn \ 69 
and quarterns*. 70 The problem of the significance of “the 
Family of Muhammad” as the issuing authority for these 
pieces remains unsolved. Certainly these weights and stamps 
are not, as Casanova suggested, to be dated in the Fatimid 
period. 71 


68 BM, 33; Fouquet Collection, 44; University College, 94; Cairo, 146. 

89 Fouquet Collection, 165. 

70 Fouquet Collection, 162-164; University College, 95; Cairo, 143. 

71 Might the governor Wadih (cf. nos. 180-181) perhaps have issued these 
pieces? Ibn Taghribirdi tells us that he "inclined toward” the 'Alids and 
actually these sympathies led to his execution in 169 A. H. (ed. Juynboll, 
I, p. 433). This is pure speculation, needless to say, and it is doubtful that 
the hypothesis could ever be substantiated. 
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B. Pious Phrase Only 

213. [Dinar?]. 

41 ) It 

Pale blue-green, 27; 4.25. 

ANS 56.8 

Similar to EAG, 214, the weight of which was not given. 
With a small fragment missing it weighs 2.98, but the missing 
fragment is not large enough to bring the weight up to that 
of a full dinar. The weight of the present piece, quite suitable 
for a dinar, may simply be a coincidence, and it is not 
improbable that pieces of this type are not weights but 
tokens of some sort. 


214. [Dinar]. 

See illustration. 

Green, 25; 4.23. 

ANS 56.8 Plate xii 

This curious piece is obviously related to BM, 46, and to 
two weights (4.22 and 1.40 grams respectively) published by 
M. Jungfleisch. 72 The legend on the present piece is retrograde, 
the first line clearly <ui ^ , as on the published specimens. 
The second line on the latter is -uil ^ (“Allah is my Lord”) ; 
here the ra is missing, unless it is the small mark above the 
line at the left. Lane-Poole read in the third line, 
although I would say to judge by the illustration that this 
is not certain. Here the symbol resembles the transcribed 
figure on Jungfleisch’s specimens. I regret to say that I find 
it impossible to subscribe to Jungfleisch’s ingenious inter- 

72 “Notations en ‘abjad’ sur des poids arabes en verre,” Bulletin de 
I’Institut d’£gypte, XXXIII (1950-1951), pp. 207-212. 
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pretation of this symbol to the effect that the curious element 
in the center of the second line is an abjad notation for the 
date 160; but I have no explanation of my own. 


C. Standard Anonymous Weights 


215. One-third dinar. 
<ul 

^1* Jliu 

ob A* 

* 

Amber, 18; 1.42. 
ANS 56.163 


In the name of Allah : 
weight of one-third 
dinar, full weight. 


Plate xii 


Unpublished. The only published anonymous one-third 
dinar weight that I am aware of is University College, 202, 
which has a different legend. 


216. Fals of 30 kharrubah. 

^ Weight of 

u- 1 * fals of 

thirty 
kharrubah. 

Green, 31 ; 5.80. 

ANS 56.8 Plate xii 

Similar to Fouquet Collection, 15-16. 


217. Fals of 30 kharrubah. 

Retrograde : 

Jte- Weight of fal- 

> oc ± ^ s of thirty kharr- 

«■.[/) [u]bah, full weight. 

(Shallow imprint) 
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Pale green, 29x26; 4.13. 

ANS 53.50 

Similar to BM, 38, where Lane-Poole transcribed UsJ, 
but the illustration suggests that the word is mithqal, as here. 

218. Fals of 27 kharrubah. 

\jua IJU 

£r* tP* J 

■>> 

Green, 31 ; 5.29. 

ANS 56.8 Plate xii 

Similar to EAG Suppl., 37. 

219. Fals of 26 qirat. 

Green, 30; 5.12. 

ANS 56.8 

Unpublished. 

220. Fulus of 26 kharrubah. 

^ '•** This is the weight 

c- of the fulus of six 

J.yic.) and twenty kharrubah. 

Green, 33; 5.37 (broken and mended). 

ANS 54.164 

Unpublished. Especially noteworthy is the use of the word 
fulus in place of the usual singular fals. 


Weight [of fals?] 
of six and twenty 
qirat. 
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221. Fals of 25 kharrubah. 

w 

Pale green, 30; 5.17. 

ANS 56.8 

Similar to EAG, 134-137; EAG Supply 38. 

222. -223. F a l s °f 2 5 kharriibah. 

Within square and circle: 

or 1 * Weight of fals 

(sic) 'jJtj of five and twen- 

5 . o: ty kharrubah. 

222. Opaque black, 29; 4.87. 

ANS 56.8 

223. Opaque black, 29: 4.93. 

ANS 54159 Plate xii 

Probably similar to BM 39, 39G (not illustrated). Note 
the curious spelling of the first part of “twenty-five.” 

224.-225. Fals of 25 kharrubah. 

U* 

(sic) ^-*1 
ij* 

224. Pale bluish green, 30; 4.86. 

ANS 56.8 

225. Green, 31 ; 4.88. 

ANS 56.8 Plate xii 
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Similar to EAG Suppl., 39, where it is noted that the J 
of Jlii. is reversed ; actually it is simply l as here, and in 
each case is written as transcribed above. 

226. Fals of 25 qirat. 

Jlil* 

Oj j ob 

!■*-*» <j. 

Green, 30; 4.84. 

ANS 56.8 

Similar to EAG, 138. 


227. [Fa/s] 0/ 24 qirat. 

A ojj 

bji a 

Green, 29; 4.83. 

ANS 56.8 

Similar to EAG, 139. 


228. [Fals] of 24 qirat. 


A ojj 


**• 

i o. 

v_il 


Weight of f- 
our and twent- 
y qirat, full 
weight. 


Pale bluish green, 27; 4.88. 
ANS 56.8 


Unpublished. 


Plate xii 
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229. Fals [of 22 kharriibah}]. 

Jtou 

Very crude lettering. 

Green, 24; 3.34. 

ANS 50.170 

Similar to EAG, 142-143. 

230. Fals of 20 kharriibah. 

Green, 29; 4.10. 

ANS 56.8 

Similar to EAG, 144-146; Cairo, 343-347. 


231. Fals of 20 kharriibah. 

<ul (•*■■? In the name of Allah: 

cr 1 * weight of fals of 

o.s* twenty 

kharriibah. 

Green, 29: 3.88. 

ANS 56.8 Plate xii 

Unpublished. 


232. Fals of 20 kharriibah 
JUt* 


Weight of fals 
of twenty kharriibah, 
full weight. 


Brownish green, 28; 3.85. 
ANS 56.8 


Unpublished. 


Plate xii 
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233. Fals of 20 qirat. 

• • • k* Weigh[t] of 

. . ^ f a i s of tw[en]- 

. . .W» a. ty qirat, [full] 

[weight] . 

Green, 25; 4.17. 

ANS 54-159 

Unpublished. 


234.-235. Fals of 18 qirat. 

4lll j*_l 

Jliu 

Ojj 

jis. 

234. Yellowish green, 27; 3.53. 

ANS 54.159 Plate xii 

235. Brownish green, 27 ; 3.53. 

ANS 56.8 

Similar to EAG, 148, but no traces of a reverse legend. 


236. Fals of 15 kharrubah. 

cr 1 * Weight of fals 

yi* of fiftee- 

; n kharrubah. 

Green, 26; 3.04. 

ANS 56.8 Plate xii 

Similar to BM 49 (and probably 50, which is described as 
"same as 48,” but 49 is probably intended); also Cairo, 
328-329. 
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237. Fals of 13 kharrubah. 

Jte. Weight of fals 

of thirteen 
kharrubah. 

Green, 24; 2.55. 

ANS 56.8 


Similar to Fouquet Collection , 12. 


238. One-half fals of 9 qirat. 

*Jk- 

Pale green, 23; 1.79. 

ANS 53- 123 

Similar to EAG, 150. 


Plate xiii 
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VI. ANONYMOUS AND UNIDENTIFIED 
DISK-WEIGHTS 73 


239. [2 wuqlyah ?]. 

Illegible four or five line legend within square imprint. 

Yellowish green with 4 cobalt splotches, 48; thickness, 17; square 
imprint, 20; 58.55 (intact). 

This piece might possibly date from the Fatimid period, 74 
but the general outlines of the epigraphy suggest a 3rd 
century date. 


240. [ Wuqlyah ]. 

Traces of 2-line legend, possibly : 

M 

<u 

Bluish green, 44; thickness, 12; circular imprint, 24; 31.50 (intact, 
but pitted and partly flaked). 

ANS (E.T. Newell CoU.) 

241. [Wuqlyah]. 

Traces of 3( ?)-line legend. 

Yellowish brown, 44 X41 ; thickness, n ; rectangular imprint, 21 x 19; 
29.30 (intact, but chipped on the reverse). 

ANS (E.T. Newell CoU.) 

73 Arranged in descending order of weight. 

74 The splashes of color are characteristicaUy Fatimid, but the large square 
imprint is typical of the earher weights. Cf. M. Jungfleisch, “Poids 
fatimites en verre polychrome,” in Bulletin de Vlnstitut d’Bgypte, X 
(1927-1928), pp. 19-31. 
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242. [ Wuqiyah ■]. 

Traces of 2 or 3-line legend. 

Yellowish brown, gray and iridescent patina, 36; thickness, 15; 
rectangular imprint, 15 X14; 28.79 (intact, but chipped and worn). 
ANS 56.163 

243. [One-half wuqiyah^]. 

A. Large square imprint with traces of 4(?)-line legend, 
including a star; B. Small circular stamp at side, wholly 
effaced. 

Green, 43x39; thickness, 8; stamp A: 34; stamp B: 12; 17.98 (in- 
tact, but slightly worn). 

ANS 46.134 

244. [One-half wuqiyah}]. 

No trace of legend. 

Pale dirty green, 36; thickness, 9; circular imprint, 18; 16.86 (intact, 
but slightly worn). 

ANS (Nies Coll.) 

245. [One-half wuqiyah]. 

k* Among those things ordered .... 

...('M*-** mlr MWAH (?).... 

[r.li] <ul JIM May Allah prolong his life ? 


Green, 37; thickness, 9; circular imprint, 22; 16. n (intact). 

ANS 54.175 Plate xiii 


246. [One-half wuqiyah]. 


30 . 

Blessing 

<»l 

from Allah ; 


full weight. 
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Yellowish green, 35; thickness, 11; deep square imprint, 13; 15.85 
(intact, but slightly worn). 

ANS 54.15 Plate xiii 

Unpublished. Probably 3rd century. 

247.-248. [One-half wuqtyah], 

<£■*•. At the hands of 

Yusuf (?) b. 

(short and crowded) 

247. Dirty green, 30; thickness, n ; circular imprint, 14; 14.67 (intact). 
ANS 56.13 

248. Bluish green, 31; thickness, 10; circular imprint, 13; 14.62 (in- 
tact). 

ANS 54.175 

249. [One-half wuqtyah]. 

Traces of 2 (?)-line legend. 

Bluish green with brown patina, 32; thickness, n; circular imprint, 
14; 14.52 (intact). 

ANS 

250. [One-half wuqtyah]. 

Legend effaced. 

Dirty yellowish green, 32; thickness, 10; square imprint, 13; 14.14 
(intact, but slightly worn). 

ANS (Nies Coll.) 

251. ( Qualified ?) wuqtyah. 

Stamp A (center) : 

Wuqtyah 

J^=» ... ............ 

Ji, full weight. 

Stamp B (at right) : effaced. 

Pale blue-green, oval, 42x38; thickness, 5; stamp A: 30; stamp B: 
15; 11.02 (intact, but slightly chipped). 

ANS 56.8 

8 Miles 
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VII. ANONYMOUS AND UNIDENTIFIED 
RIN G- WEIGHTS 75 


252. Uncertain weight. 

Large ring-weight with single square 4 or 5-line imprint 
on top, entirely effaced; marks of die-prongs at either side 
of imprint. 

Gray-green, 82x83x55; imprint, 31; 725.00 (intact, but slightly 
chipped and flaked). 

ANS 54.154 


253. Uncertain weight. 

(»H 3 - • • 


Four prong marks, two on each side of imprint. 

Dirty gray-green, 55X34X52; rectangular imprint, 22X20; 194.62 
(intact, but slightly chipped and flaked). 

ANS 48.98 Plate xiii 

The three-line legend appears to be quite legible but I 
have been unable to decipher it. The characters are typical 
of the mid~3rd (9th) century. 


254. Uncertain weight. 

M Standard of 

; 

al-Mu'amari ( ?). 

75 Arranged in descending order of weight. 

IO4 
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Anonymous and Unidentified Ring-Weights 105 

Green (with gray core), 56x35x61; circular imprint, 24; 171.00 
(intact, but severely flaked). 

ANS (E.T. Newell Coll.) Plate xiii 

The glass is imperfectly fused and the surface has flaked 
off almost completely on all faces except the top (where the 
stamp is impressed) and part of the bottom, which bears an 
effaced circular imprint, traces of which suggest that the 
stamp was the same as that on the top. The exposed core is 
heavily pitted and has the appearance of slag. 

This anomalous piece is difficult to date. The epigraphy is 
semi-cursive in character, and this feature together with the 
use of the word jL*, ‘ ayar , which does not appear on any 
of the early datable glass, so far as I know, suggests a late 
3rd century, or even a later, date. For another occurrence of 
the word * ayar , on a type of weight which I have tentatively 
assigned to 288 H., see below, nos. 260-261. 

255. Two wuqiyah{}). 


[t m tyi . . ] [ . . . honesty to Allah ? 

[tucJj] two wuqiyah ?] 

^=»l ... 

Blue-green, 50x45x29; circular imprint, 23; 96.40 (intact, but 
slightly chipped). 

ANS 54.15 

256. Uncertain weight. 


dy mawla of the Commander 

of the Believers, 


Green, iridescent patina, top, most of one side and part of the other, 
40x31x50+; circular imprint, 29; 86.85+. 

ANS 54.164 
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257. Uncertain weight. 

Traces of 3 or 4-line legend. 

Green, frg. of top only, 46+ X36+ X19+; rectangular imprint, 
31+ X24+; 43.61+. 

ANS 54.175 

The epigraphy appears to be late 2nd (8th) century. 


258.-259. Great wuqlyah. 



Wuqlyah, 

jS 

great, 

o'j 

full weight. 


258. Green, gray patina, frg. top and part of one side, 30x22x38+; 
circular imprint, 20x18; 27.86+. 

ANS 56.98 

259. Green, frg., top and part of sides; 36x20x18+; circular im- 
print, 20; 16.78+. 

ANS 51.119 Plate xiii 

Similar to University College, 252. 


260.-261. Weight of the standard of the year 88. 


WJ3? 

j ijlt jLp 


Weight 

standard of year eight and 
eighty. 


260. Gray-green, top and part of sides only, 38x23x28+; oblong 
imprint, 26x20; 25.30+. 

ANS (E.T. Newell Coll). Plate xiii 

261. Pale amber, oval lump, 33x28; thickness, 9; (12.52). 

ANS 


The first of these two pieces is unmistakably a fragment 
of a ring-weight of normal shape ; its small size, however, as 
well as the legend, discussed below, is unusual. The second 
specimen, while bearing a stamp identical with the first, is 
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entirely anomalous in that there are no traces of fracture 
either at the sides or on the bottom, and its classification 
here as a ring- weight is justified only on the grounds of 
convenience in view of the identical legend. The wrinkled 
bottom of the piece is not unlike that of many disk-weights, 
but it differs from most of them in that it is more irregular 
and lumpy. Just possibly the piece was made separately to 
be sunk into the top of a ring- weight, and the latter operation 
either was not carried out or else this lump did not fuse with 
the main body of the weight. 

Just recently two pieces with an identical stamp and 
legend have been published by Dr. Paul Balog. 76 One of 
these is a ring- weight (65 x 66 x 42 mm.) of which the glass is 
“devitrifie, ecaille, tendre et mal brasse, d’une couleur 
jaune-pale, sale, grisatre, presque partout opaque, sauf 
quelques points translucides.” It weighs 291.60 grams. The 
other is a fragment (55 x 26 x 35 mm.) weighing 105 grams, 
“meule posterieurement en forme d’un bloc oblong. . . Ses 
surfaces depolies et sa forme indiquent nettement qu’on a 
essay e de lui donner un aspect de piece intacte.” The de- 
scription suggests analogies with our no. 261. After discussing 
the metrology of the ring-weight (making allowance for loss 
of weight through wear and comparing it with Byzantine 
standards) and remarking on the epigraphy, Dr. Balog 
concludes that the date of these pieces is indeed exactly 
what the engraver wrote, i.e., 88 A.H. 

I wish I could agree with Dr. Balog that we have here 
specimens of the earliest dated Arabic glass weights to be 
recorded, but chiefly on the evidence of the epigraphy I am 
reluctantly very sceptical. Dr. Balog indicates by his drawn 
transcription that the legend is to be read: | oLc* j | jzj 
ocs but an examination of the illustration of our no. 260 
(Plate XIII) I think clearly demonstrates that the second 

76 “Deux poids forts omayyades en verre, dat6s de l’an 88 H.,” in Bulletin 
de Vlnstitnt d'llgypte, XXXVII (1954-1955), pp. 25-30. 
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line reads 3 oLc ij— ; Lj>. I was at first inclined to read 
the word at the top as but I now agree with Dr. Balog 
that this word is in all probability j_i_: (thiql, “weight”) and 
that what I had imagined to be an * ayn is in fact a qaj 
with a crescent immediately above it. Aside from questioning 
Dr. Balog’s reading of the second line I find it difficult to 
concur in his view that the epigraphy is similar to that of 
Wasit dirhems of the late ist century of the Hijrah. The 
forked crochets of the tha and lam of thiql, and of the alifs 
of 'ay dr and thaman appear to me to exclude an Umayyad 
date; and this feature, together with the use of the words 
thiql and * ayar , 77 hitherto unrecorded on any glass weights, 
suggests to me the probability that the hundred has been 
omitted from the date and that either “one hundred” or 
more probably “two hundred” is to be supplied. I would 
incline toward the latter because we have nothing similar 
in either form or content of epigraphy around 188A.H., and 
while we have no comparative material at all in glass weights 
for 288, the forked terminations of the letters mentioned 
above resemble fairly closely epigraphical traits of the 
Tulunid weights and of certain late 3rd century Egyptian 
tombstones. 78 

77 Thiql appears to have no specific technical meaning. Lane (I, p. 344) 
gives the Arab lexicographers’ definitions simply as “heaviness, weight 
or weightiness, ponderousness, gravity.” * Ayar means “a standard of 
measure or weight,” “that which is made, or appointed, a standard there- 
of, by which to regulate or adjust it” (Lane, I, p. 2209). The only other 
occurrence of the word on a glass piece which has come to my attention 
is on no. 254, above. 

78 See, for example, nos. 198-201, above, and cf. G. Wiet, "Stales coufi- 
ques d’Egypte et du Soudan,” Journal Asiatique, 1952, p. 295, no. 19 (pi. 
I, at left), dated 264 A. H. ; also G. C. Miles, “Early Islamic Tombstones 
from Egypt,” Ars Orientalis II (1957), pp. 215-226, especially nos. 1, 4, 5, 
9, 11 and 14, all dated in the 3rd century H. As for the omission of the 
century in writing the date on glass pieces, there are analogies in later 
periods: e.g., Mamluk weights or tokens, BM, nos. 337-390, passim. 
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VIII. ANONYMOUS VESSEL STAMPS 


262.-263. Qist of olive oil. 

J— i Qist 

. . .ij w-j. . of 2a y2, full [measure]. 


262. Green, 20. 

ANS 54.175 

263. Green, 20x17 (fragmentary inscription). 
ANS 54.184 


Possibly similar to Fouquet Collection, 47-49, read*-* ^3 


264.-265. Qist of pure olive oil. 

Qist 

v >3 of 2a 

^ pure. 

264. Green, 19. 

ANS 54.159 Plate xiii 

265. Green, 18 (fragmentary inscription). 

ANS 56.8 

Similar to Fouquet Collection, 50. 


266.-267. One-half of one-quarter qist. 


& 

LuJ 

109 


Digitized by 


Gck igle 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



no 


Contributions to Arabic Metrology 

266. Green, 26 x 24. 

ANS 54.159 Plate xiii 

267. Green, 23. 

ANS 54.159 

Similar to EAG, 176-178; Cairo, 270. 


268. Measure of lupine . 

. . X. . . [Mea]s[ure] 

- j of turm[us]. 

Pale blue-green, 21x17. 

ANS 54.175 

Probably similar to EAG, 182. For turmus, “lupine,” see 
EAG Suppl., pp. 14-15. 


269. Measure of dessicated pomegranate. 



Measure of 


jullanar, 


dessicated. 


Pale blue-green, 33. 

ANS 56.8 Plate xiii 


Similar to Grohmann, no. 1. He read oLu, julubban or 
jilban, translating “Erbsen,” and rendered the adjective as 
~ at, “gedorrter.” 79 It would seem to me, however, that 
J-j -1 £ ( mahshush ) is a more likely reading of the second 

word, and the meaning remains the same. The stem 


79 He refers to Fouquet Collection, no. 102 and p. 367, footnote 5, where 
Casanova cited ‘Abd al-Lapf, Relation de 1 'F.gypte (transl. Silvestre de 
Sacy, Paris, 1810, p. 398) for the use of this adjective. 
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has the fundamental significance, “dried up .” 80 As for the 
substance, the word julubban ( jilban ), 81 “chickling vetch,” 
can of course be read, but I doubt that this seed or blossom 
was sold by the druggists and I suggest that jullanar 
(identical in Kufic letters) is the proper reading. The seed of 
“chickling vetch” or Lathyrus sativus of the family Legumi- 
nosae, while cultivated and naturalized widely in Europe 
and the Near East and used as a food for both man and 
animals, produces, when taken too freely, a condition known 
as lathyrismus, a paralysis of the muscles of the lower 
extremities . 82 The reading oLl*. should therefore, I believe, 
be eliminated from the list of pharmaceutical materials of 
which the names are preserved on glass measures . 83 

Various elements of the pomegranate [jullanar), however, 
are recognized to have medicinal properties. Dioscorides 
recommended the fruit, flower and rind, especially as 
astringents; so also al-Ghafiqi, and Ibn al-Baytar (citing 
various authorities) speak of the astringent and desiccative 
effects of the flower . 84 Today the medicinal value of the bark 
(< Granati cortex), both of the stem and of the root, of Punica 
Granatum is scientifically recognized. The Dispensatory , for 
example, referring to its use in the treatment of tape- worm, 
states: “The efficacy of its alkaloids as taeniacides has been 
abundantly confirmed, and it appears to be established that 

80 Lane, I, p. 573. 

81 Lane, I, p. 440; Bedevian, p. 353, no. 2043; Schweinfurth, p. 62; 
Muschler, p. 547. 

82 Dispensatory, p. 1733. An alkaloid has been found in the seed which 
paralyzes both the central nervous system and the peripheral motor 
nerves. 

83 EAG Suppl., p. 49. 

84 Dioscorides, Bk. 1 , 151-153 (Gunther, pp. 80-81) ; al-Ghafiqi, pp. 105 and 
(translation and commentary) 370-371; ibn al-Bay(ar, Vol. 23 1 , p. 358, 
no. 494. Lane (I, p. 446) translates this entertaining bit of classical Arabic 
lexicography: “It is said that whoever swallows three grains of it, of the 
smallest that may be, on the condition of his taking them with his mouth 
from the tree, before their opening, at sunrise, on a Wednesday, will not 
have ophthalmia in that year.” 
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the tannate of the alkaloids is the most effective and least 
dangerous form of the remedy.” 85 

The name itself is, of course, of Persian origin, gul-i anar, 
“flower of the pomegranate.” The common Arabic name is 
o Uj, rumman . 86 

The use of the word mikyal, in place of the usual mikyalah, 
for “measure,” is noteworthy on this stamp. 


270. Measure of white sesame-seed. 

iLC 

1 

Green, 33. 

ANS 56.8 

Similar to EAG, 180 ; Cairo, 307 ; Royal Ontario Museum 
of Archaeology (see EAG Suppl., p. 47). For the pharma- 
ceutical uses of sesame-seed, see EAG Suppl., pp. 18-19. 


271. Measure of fresh (?) chick-peas. 

*l£a Measure of 

^Ul himmas, (?). 

Brownish green, 32. 

ANS 56.8 Plate xiii 

Measures for chick-peas are quite common : cf . EAG Suppl. , 
24, and ibid., p. 23, for the alleged medicinal properties of 

85 Dispensatory, pp. 1797-8; cf. Allport, pp. 217-218; Grieve, II, pp. 649- 
650 (where also the demulcent property of the seed, and the mildly astrin- 
gent character of the fruit, are mentioned) ; Lloyd, pp. 156-158 (summariz- 
ing the official recognition of the rind and of the bark of the stem and 
root from 1820 onward). 

88 Lane, I, p. 1161; al-Ghafiqi, p. 371; Schweinfurth, pp. 76, 151; Musch- 
ler, p. 673; Bedevian, p. 494, no. 2880; Ahmed Issa, p. 151. Cf. Garbers, 
pp. 208-209, 317-318. 
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himmas. The qualification, however, is uncertain. The word 
here is similar to that on a piece in Cairo, 304, and the same 
as Fouquet Collection, 76, which Casanova read *UI(?), 
“gras,” but the word on that specimen is not completely 
preserved. Mme Launois suggested a word deriving from 
“peel.” I propose, without much confidence, the stem 
meaning “to be fresh” or “to begin to ripen,” 87 but the 
word is unfamiliar except with the meaning “frowning” or 
“contracted.” 88 


272. Measure of red lentils. 

4 luCt 

J* I cT-tf 

Green, 28. 

ANS 56.8 

Similar to EAG, 179. The pharmaceutical uses of * adas 
ahmar, “red lentils,” are discussed in EAG Suppl., pp. 
45 - 46 - 89 


273. Measure of whey (?). 

Measure of 

(t)jdl al-mishsh (?). 

Green, 31 x 25. 

ANS 54.175 

Probably similar to Fouquet Collection, 93 and 93 bis, and 
to Cairo, 271, none of which is illustrated. University College, 
224, appears to be the same, and the present specimen also 

87 Lane, I, p. 202. 

88 Ibid., p. 203. 

89 The reference in EAG Suppl., p. 45, footnote 83, to EAG, no. 58, is mis- 
taken : the latter is a specimen of a measure for black lentils. 
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seems to have a letter which I read as mim. I should imagine, 
however, that all these are to be read al-mishsh (?), as on 
nos. 85 and 117-119, above, q.v. 


274. Measure of (?). 

. . . Measure 

ill of 

Green, 31. 

ANS 56.8 Plate xiii 

This cannot be mishsh, because there is very definitely 
another letter after what appears to be the definite article; 
and this letter, being of equal height with the second, would 
seem to be another lam. The surface “swirls” of glass have 
obliterated the end of the line. 


275.-276. Pious expression. 

y' 

01 1* 

275. Green, 25x23. 

ANS 54.159 

276. Green, 18. 

ANS 54.175 

Similar to EAG, 189-190. 


277.-280. Pious expression. 


<u 


277. Green, 24 x 19. 
ANS 54-159 
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ii5 

278. Green, 25. 

ANS 54.159 

279. Green, 25. 

ANS 56.8 

280. Green, 24. 

ANS 56.8 

Similar to EAG, 187-188, where the crescent is lacking 
(off the piece); and to Cairo, 260, where the crescent is 
omitted from the transcription but is evident in the plate. 
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IX. UNDECIPHERED VESSEL STAMPS 


281.-292. Twelve fragmentary, obscure or illegible vessel 
stamps. Here and there a word is legible, but no useful 
purpose is served in describing each piece individually. 

These pieces have the following accession numbers: 

53 - 123 

54164 

54- 175 (3) 

54-199 (2) 

56.8 (5) 
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INDEX OF PROPER NAMES 


Aban b. Ibrahim 88 
‘Abd al-Jabbar b. Nu§ayr 52, 89 
‘Abd al-Malik b. Marwan 35-7 
‘Abd al-Malik b. Yazld 39-41, 46-8 
‘Abd al-Rahman b. Yazld 54-5 
‘Abdullah b. ‘Amir 79 
‘Abdullah b. al-Musayyib 76 
‘Abdullah b. Rashid 53 
‘Abdullah b. ‘Uthman 79 
Abu-Ja‘far Ashinas 80, 82 
Ahmad b. Tulfln 85-6 
A1 Muhammad 92 
‘Ali b. Ya^y& 82 
Armlnlyah 76 
‘A§im 43 

‘A§im b. Haf§ 40, 42-3 

Chael 39-40, 46-8 

Haf$ b. al-Walld 17 
Hakam b. Ya^iyi 89 
Harun see al-Wathiq 
Harun al-Rashld 76 
Hayyan b. Shurayh 4-8 
Hilal al-Jabbar 91 
Hilal b. al-Jabbar 90-1 
al-Husayn b. al-Bahbah 78-9 

Idris 88 
‘Isa 15 

‘Isa b. abi-‘Ata 29-34 
‘Isa b. Man§ur 79, 80, 82 
Isma‘Il b. Ibrahim 70 
Itakh al-Turki 80 

al-Jabbar 90 
Junadah 16 

Junadah b. May sarah 14 

Kamil 54, 56 
Kayl see Chael 

Khumarawayh b. A^mad 86-7 
Khurrah 14 


Mahdi 88 

al-Mahdi (Caliph) 49-50, 67-72, 74, 76 
al-Mahdi ‘Ubaydullah 76 
al-Man§ur 42-51 
Maslamah 90 
Matar 49-50 
Mi§r 49-50, 52. 73 
. . .al-Mu‘amari( ?) 104 
Mu‘awiyah b. Zufar 77-8 
al-Muhajir 67-9, 71-2 
Muhammad b. ‘Amr 89-90 
Muhammad b. al-Ash‘ath 52-3 
Muhammad b. Sa‘Id 48-51, 57-8, 62-7 
Muhammad b. Shurahbll 38-9, 56-7 
Muhammad b. Sulayman 68-9 
al-Muqtadir 87 
Musa 88 

Musi b.abil- ‘Abbas 81 
MusA b. ‘Isa 74, 76 
Musa b. Ka‘b 51 
MQsa b. Mu§‘ab 73-4 
MQsa b. Sabiq 74-5 
Muslim b. al-‘Arraf 20, 27 
al-Mu‘ta§im 80 

Nawfal b. Furat 50-2 

al-Qasim b. ‘Ubaydullah 18-27 
Quarrah b. Sharik 1-2 

Sa‘d 66 

Saffar b. Shabbah 22, 25 
Sa‘Id ... 64 

Salamah 57-60, 62-3, 66 
Salamah b. Raja* 57 
Salih b. ‘Ali 41 
Salih b. Muslim 74-5 
Severus 63 
Souerous 63-4 
"Sueyzy” 63 

‘Ubaydullah b. al-Habhab 9-16, 37 
‘Ubaydullah [b.] al-Mahdi 75-6 
‘Umar 15, 60-2 
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n8 Index of 

‘Umar b. Yahya 60-2 
Us&mah b. Zayd 2-3 

Wadih, mawla of al-Mahdi 72-3 
al-Wathiq 82-3 

YahyS, 68, 71 

Yahyst, mawla of al-Mahdi 71 


Proper Names 

Yahya b. Hatim 91 

Yazid II 7-8 

Yazld b. ‘Abdullah 83-4 

Yazid b. abi-YazId 20-1, 26-30 

Yazid b. Hatim 55-8, 63 

Yazid b. Tamlm 34-5 

Yusuf ( ?) b 103 
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INDEX OF WORDS, DENOMINATIONS ETC. 


amir i, 17-8, 27, 32-4, 36, 41, 52-3, 57, 
62, 64-9, 71, 73, 75, 77, 79, 82, 85-6 
'ay dr 105, 108 

chick-peas 112 

Christ's thorn 25 

Coptic figures 42, 58-61, 89 

cumin, black 45 

cumin, white 14, 16 

dinar 39, 46-8, 55, 62, 67-8, 78, 92-3 
Vs dinar 1-2, 9, 29, 47, 50-1, 56, 64, 
68-9, 72, 90 

V» dinar 27, 30, 48, 50, 52, 69-70, 
87, 94 

dtVAem 30, 35, 40, 48, 65, 76, 92 

executive stamps 16, 29, 35, 57, 60, 62, 
71, 75, 81, 88-9 

fals 2, 9-1 1, 18-9, 35, 40, 42-3, 58-61, 
70, 88-90, 94-100 
V* /a/s 11, 100 
great /a/s 18 
Ficus Carica 5 
fi gs 4-5 
/m/us 95 

Granati cortex 1 1 1 
grease 43 

honey 5-6 

jujube 25-6 

kharrubah, 12 12 

13 40, 92, 100 
15 99 
18 11 

20 70-1, 89, 98 
22 98 

24 10, 19, 40, 60, 90 

25 96 

26 59, 95 

9 Miles 


27 95 

30 18-9, 35, 43, 52, 58,61, 
89, 94 

32 61 

33 58, 60 
36 42, 88 

Lathyrus sativus 1 1 1 
lentils, black 113 
lentils, red 113 
lotus 25 
lotus jujube 25 
lupine 17, 34, no 

tnawld 68, 71, 73, 77, 79, 82-3,85-6, 

105 

measure 16-7, 25-7, 33-4, 36, 45-6, 
53, no, 112-4 
meat 20, 31 

ointment 7 

olive oil 6, 8, 13, 15, 28-9, 109 
Orros Galaktos 33 

part 12 

pomegranate, dessicated no 
Punica Granatum in 

qtrat, 9 100 

14 2 

15 11 

18 99 

19 n 
20 10, 99 

24 97 

25 97 

26 95 
33 18 
34 9 

qisf 4-5, 7, 13, 21, 28, 53, 109 

Vs qisf 3, 6, 14, 22-3, 28, 32, 38, 44, 
54. 57. 66 
Vs qist 44 

119 
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Index of Words, 

Vi qist 2-3, 6-8, 14-5, 17, 23-4; 
28-9, 32, 36, 41. 45, 5i-3, 55, 67 
73, 92 

2 JIS/S 21 

*/ 4 of 2 21 

V2 °* V4 Q* s f io 9 

ra/J 13, 20, 65-6, 83, 85-6 
great rail 77, 79 
v 4 great rail 73 
l /i 3, 13, 3 I ~ 2 » 43> 9 2 

V 4 3 1 , 3 6 > 8 5 
Rhamnus lotus 25 
i?. nabeca 25 
/?. Spina Christi 25 
i?. zizyphus 25 

sesame-seed, white 53, 112 
25-6 

sirfra* al-muntaha 25 


Denominations etc. 

, thiql 108 
> 

whey 33-4, 46, 1 13 

woad-leaves 36 

wuqlyah 38, 54, 71, 74, 101-3 

2 wuqlyah 101, 105 

3 wuqlyah 12, 36 

1 / 2 wuqlyah 75, 77, 79, 81-2, 85, 
102-3 

v, wuqlyah 54 
great wuqlyah 106 

Zizyphus jujuba 26 
Z. /o/os 26 
Z. lotus 25 
Z. sativa 26 
Z. sativus 25 
Z. Spina Christi 25 
Z. vulgaris 26 
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43 

4O, 42 (jOAa- O. 

7-8, 43-8, 82 <JUl O-C 
53 Jiilj J - <ul -uc 
79 ^ -oil JUC 

89 ^ jLi-l juc 

54-6 .AJ>_ O. ^ Jl o-c 

35-7 Oj o* o. «iMl -ue 

39-41, 47 ^ dllll o-c 

75 <ul JL-C 

9—16 kjlatil <(ll J c 

82 tf. J* 

60-1 jf 
29-34 ^ o 

79 a. 

18-27 **>' juc o. (**»l2JI 
1-2 

56 jjt 

55-6 Ji" 

54 J-J 
39-40, 46, 48 j5 

47 

52-3 o: -u* 

49-5°, 62, 64-7 o. ju^ 

68 70 

3®~9> 4 X > 5 x i 5^ j~* cX 

89 o'. 

19 O'. 

1 2 1 


88 o. I o oM 

85 0^ j.o^l 
88 ^->1 
2, 3 j O. 

70 O. 1 

92 ju£ Jl 


6 4 

6 3 cry m / 

1 6 o^li> 

14 o 

78—9 O. 

*7 O. o***- 

89 tj. (*£*■ 

4^8 o. 


86 


104 


6 3 urj.yr 

64 J _ IU - 

64 1 -- .. .11 , • f 4..^ 
57-60, 63, 66 U- 
63~4 o'O^- 

22, 24—5 ^ o. jUtf 
4 1 ^ O 
74“5 fA— * O 
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51-2 cA } a J»> 

83 

90-1 jli-l o. 

83 

72-3 £*> 1 j 

68 > 71 

9 1 a 

7- 8 **Jl 

2o, 26-31 *y m a. *y. 

34-5 J. *y. 

55-7 ^ 0. *y. 

83 <ui o. ^. y . 

103 a . 


20, 22, 24, 27 ^>1^*11 o (• L -* 
90 <Ju— >• 

49-52, 73 ^ 

80 ^u*ll 

77 il >j o. 

67, 69, 71-2 ^uii 
88 
69 — 7^ 

67-8, 70 ju£ ^0*11 
102 . . . . »-\ y> 
88 

81 CS. ^T3* 

74-5 J5L- 0. 

51 ^ O. o">* 

73 a 
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iio-i 0^ 
53, 1 12 0>UU 
no jLl*. 

1 X 2 ^,-UI r 

10-12, 18-9, 35, 40, 43, 58, 60-1, Ij - 
89, 94-6, 98-100 • 


3 °, 35 , 4 °, 65 f j-> 
1, 43 

30 , 39 , 46, 48, 51, 55 , 62, 67-8, 72, j, i 
78, 90, 92, 94 


2-3, 6-8, 15, 17, 23-4, 28-9, 31-2, 

36 , 41, 45, 5i-3, 55, 67, 73, 109 C 

93 «ul j .) 

1, 20, 31, 43, 66 jLjl — JLj 
73 , 77 , 79 

1 12 


6, 8, 13, 15, 28-9, 109 ju>_3 


79, 82 <ul I 


88 

16, 53, 

113 

45 - 3 ^^ I 
35, 41 , 57*“' 

76, 102 «li <«l Jltl 
83 U*li <ul Jll»l 
77 *ul o 
80, 83 

67-8, 70 4, <ul ^L.1 
passim y\ 
82 <ul ja \ 

17, 19-22, 24, 30-I, 33-4, A 

36 - 7,51 y ' * 


8 5 

1-2, 17-8, 27, 32-7, 40, 52-3, 
55-7, 62, 64-71, 73, 75, 77-9, - 
82-3, 85-6, 102 
8, 43-8, 50, 67-71, 73, 76, 

79-80, 82-3, 85-6, 105 - - 


23 OJI 

44-5 etc. jX)l l>y 


54 u - **** 

14, 16, 19-20, 22, 24-5, 27, 86, 106 

27 ijlu. 

12 JaA- 


83 Sjr. 

85-6, 102 4JUI ^ JS”^ 

”3 .r-*. 
passim <ul ^ 

“3 


12, 14, 16-7, 19-20, 22, 24, 26, ^ I?> 34 IIO _,jU | — *.* 

2 9 - 3 7 , 41 43 , 45 - 6 , 52-3 ^ ^ . 

2 o-i, 39 - 4 °, 46-8, 54-6, 63-4, 67, 4 uy 

69 

IO6-7 

7 *>0 27, 30, 44, 48, 48, 50, 52, 69-70, 94 
123 
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no “3 t % r ' xc ' 

no 5 J-*N 

33, 46, 113 Jill 8 > l6 > I 9- 2 °- 22 > 2 4~7, U 

cr^ 29-31, 34-5, 38-9, 4i-3, 49. ^ 

no JA. 5I _s, 60, 62-4, 66, 68-72, 
aLC 74-5, 77, 79, 81, 88-9, 91, 103 

104, 106 j\-P 
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FOREWORD 


The evidence provided by coins themselves sometimes 
escapes notice and evaluation for long periods. Occasionally 
deductions from such evidence are completely mistaken and 
demonstrably opposed to the evidence as is shown by the 
early conclusions regarding the Good Samaritan shilling. The 
presentation which follows is due to a patient and careful 
gathering and sifting of all of the evidence obtainable and 
the result is a convincing demonstration which is its own 
commendation. I am happy to have the opportunity to 
welcome this solution to some of the long-standing problems 
which have vexed the students of American numismatics. 

Sydney P. Noe 
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THE GOOD SAMARITAN SHILLING 


The Good Samaritan shilling has been a subject of mystery 
and active controversy for over two hundred years. The two 
varieties of this major rarity are attributed by some to the 
first mint in the American colonies and by others rejected as 
spurious fabrications, leaving a numismatic issue of primary 
importance unresolved. The facts from which a proper con- 
clusion may be drawn have never been known, so that un- 
supported opinions and theories have predominated in all 
prior writing on the subject. Numismatic literature, in- 
cluding modern catalogues, have left the matter open for 
further research by admitting the existing uncertainty. 

As to the economic and political history of the coinage of 
the Colony of Massachusetts Bay the Early Coins of America 
by Sylvester S. Crosby 1 still stands as accurate and com- 
prehensive. As to the varieties of the silver coinage, their 
chronology and the operation of the mint, Sydney P. Noe’s 
three monographs covering the New England, Willow, Oak 
and Pine Tree silver coinage are recognized as the authori- 
tative work , 2 superseding the sections on them in Crosby. 

Crosby unqualifiedly accepts one variety of the Good 
Samaritan shilling as genuine and although illustrating the 
other variety quotes the opinion of another and does not 
personally comment upon it. Noe on the other hand does not 
comment upon either of the controversial Good Samaritan 
shillings, having technically excluded them in the titles of 

1 Sylvester S. Crosby, Early Coins of America (Boston, 1873), pp. 25-114. 

2 Sydney P. Noe, The New England and Willow Tree Coinages of Massa- 
chusetts (New York, 1943), NNM No. 102; The Oak Tree Coinage of 
Massachusetts (New York, 1947), NNM No. no; The Pine Tree Coinage 
of Massachusetts (New York, 1952), NNM No. 125. 
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2 The Secret of the Good Samaritan Shilling 

his work. Noe only mentions Thomas Wyatt’s reproduction 
of the Good Samaritan shilling and the illustrations from 
which it was copied. 3 Noe has therefore left an opening in his 
studies which this monograph is intended to fill. 

As will be subsequently explained in detail, each of the 
two distinct varieties of the Good Samaritan shilling is 
unique. The first known piece was in the collection of 
Thomas Herbert, eighth Earl of Pembroke, and is illus- 
trated at the top of Plate I. It has the legend FAC SIMILE 
within the circle surrounding the scene of the Good Sa- 
maritan and will be referred to herein as the Pembroke 
shilling. The second specimen was in the collection of 
Charles I. Bushnell of New York City and is illustrated on 
Plate II. It does not contain any legend within the circle 
surrounding the scene of the Good Samaritan and will be 
referred to herein as the Bushnell shilling. The reproduction 
of the Good Samaritan shilling distributed by Thomas Wyatt 
will be referred to as the Wyatt copy and is illustrated on 
Plate IV. 

It is fundamental to point out that there is no information 
whatsoever in the records of the Massachusetts Bay Colony 
concerning the Good Samaritan shilling. This was verified in 
1857 when the diary of John Hull, mintmaster of the Boston 
mint, was published after a thorough search for all collateral 
material. 4 

3 The New England and Willow Tree Coinages of Massachusetts, pp. 50, 
5i, 54- 

4 Diary of fohn Hull, American Antiquarian Society Transactions, Vol. Ill 

(1857). P- 306. 
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THE PEMBROKE COLLECTION 


Thomas Herbert (1656-1733), eighth earl of Pembroke, 
was an avid collector of Greek and Roman as well as English 
coins. The coins of the English colonies in America were in- 
cluded in the English part of his famous collection. During 
his lifetime, illustrations of each coin in this large collection 
were engraved on 308 copper plates by Niccolo Francisco 
Haym (1670-1730), a numismatist and bibliographer from 
Rome. Haym had previously prepared Del Tesoro Britannico 
(London, 1719-20) in which he stated that the Earl of Pem- 
broke’s collection “in the country” has not been engraved. 
This statement, no doubt, had its effect in encouraging the 
Earl thereafter to employ Haym to undertake the project. 
When the Earl died in 1733 the plates had not been published 
and his son, having no interest in numismatics, presented all of 
the plates to the Earl’s valet. In 1746, prints from the plates 
were offered for sale for the benefit of the valet at 4 guineas 
per set. 5 There was no accompanying text. The publication 
had one title covering the Ancient coins 6 and another title 
covering English, Scottish and other coins. 7 There is some- 

5 Jacob Henry Bum, London Tradesmen’s Tokens (London, 1855), p. xii 
note. 

8 Numismata Antiqua in ires 'partes divisa collegit olim et aeri incidi vivens 
curavit Thomas Pembrochiae et Montis Gomerici Comes Prclo demum manda- 
bantur A.D. MDCCXLVI. (Ancient Coins divided into three parts which 
Thomas Earl of Pembroke and Montgomery collected in the past and pre- 
served during his lifetime by copper engravings and which were previously 
ordered to the press, 1746). 

7 Nummi Anglici et Scotici cum aliquot Numismatibus recentioribus collegit 
Thomas Pembrochiae et Montis Gomerici Comes. (English and Scottish 
Coins with other numismatic material collected by Thomas Earl of Pem- 
broke and Montgomery). 

i* 3 
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times found at the end of the combined publication an index 
of the general content of the plates which index was prepared 
for private distribution by Joseph Ames, a celebrated anti- 
quary. 8 This publication is generally known as the r ‘ Pem- 
broke Plates” and has the distinction of being the first 
numismatic publication illustrating American coins. 

The Pembroke collection was left with his bankers 9 and 
remained in safekeeping for over a century until it was sold 
at auction by Sotheby & Co. in London, from July 31 to 
August 12, 1848. The sale catalogue was prepared by Thomas 
Burgon, who was at that time recognized as an authority on 
Greek and Roman coins. 

The following American colonial coins were in the col- 
lection, having been illustrated in the Pembroke collection 
plates and sold in the auction : 



7746 Catalogue 

1848 Sale 


Part 4, Plate No. 

Lot No. 

Good Samaritan shilling 

14 

229 

New England shilling 

II 

231 

Pine Tree shilling 

14 

230 

Oak Tree sixpence 

14 

230 

Pine Tree threepence 

14 

230 

Oak Tree twopence 

14 

230 

Lord Baltimore sixpence 

14 

229 

Lord Baltimore groat (holed) 

14 

229 

Carolina Elephant Token (holed) 

14 

231 

James II V24 real for the Plantations 21 

231 

St. Patrick farthing 

20 

210 


The Pembroke Good Samaritan shilling along with the 
two Lord Baltimore pieces were bought for 38 shillings by 
Cureton, a London coin dealer representing the British 
Museum where the coin now remains. For price comparison 

8 Gentlemen’s Magazine, Vol. 184 (Nov., 1848), p. 520. 

9 Edward Hawkins, The Silver Coins of England (London, 1841), p. 4. 
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The Good Samaritan Shilling 


5 

it can be noted that the New England shilling and the 
Carolina Elephant token together brought 32 shillings. 

The illustration of the Good Samaritan shilling in the 
1746 Pembroke plates is shown on Plate I herein. 

The unusual features of the drawing are: 

1. Only MAS of the circular legend on the obverse border 
and ENGLAND* AN of the circular legend on the re- 
verse border are shown, the balance of the lettering 
being represented by large dots. 

2. There is no circle outside the circular legend on either 
obverse or reverse. 

3. The inner circle on the obverse is a solid line while the 
inner circle on the reverse is dotted. 

4. There is a large O below the denomination on the re- 
verse. 

5. The words, FAC SIMILE, are above the scene of the 
Samaritan. 

Each of these features is very important in light of subse- 
quent considerations and can be explained by a comparison 
with the Pembroke shilling itself. 

An examination of the Pembroke shilling (Plate I) in the 
British Museum collection shows that the coin is clearly a 
counterstamped genuine Massachusetts Pine Tree shilling. 
The die variety of the basic shilling (Plate I) is Noe 25 
(Crosby 16-0), which is easily recognizable by a die break 
on the reverse from the top of the right upright of N in AN 
through the dot to the lower part of the upright of the D in 
DO. The basic coin shows extensive wear and smoothing so 
that only the letters shown in the Pembroke illustration are 
readable. The basic coin was filed or clipped while in circu- 
lation so that the circles of dots outside the circular legends 
are not visible. The smoothing of the surface was probably 
undertaken to make the overstriking clearer. The counter- 
stamp being smaller than the coin left a circular line on the 
coin corresponding to the perimeter of the counterstamp. 
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Outside this line the surface is higher than on the inside. 
This accounts for the drawing showing a linear inner circle 
inside the circular legend on the obverse and a dotted circle 
inside the circular legend on the reverse. When the shilling 
was counterstamped on the obverse it was laid on a flat hard 
surface resulting in the reverse being crushed. The die de- 
pression on the reverse of Noe 25 appearing as a dot below 
the right side of the X of XII was spread to such a large size 
that it was shown as an O in the drawing. The words FAC 
SIMILE are clearly a part of the counterstamp and were not 
separately added to the counterstamped coin. 
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THE MEANINGS OF FAC SIMILE 


It has never been pointed out that the legend, FAC 
SIMILE, could be a modification of the expression, FAC 
SIMILITER, as used at the conclusion of the Good Sa- 
maritan story in the Bible. In that familiar story as written 
in Chapter X of the Gospel of St. Luke, Jesus relates that 
a traveller was robbed, stripped and wounded on a jour- 
ney. Two others ignored the traveller as they passed him, 
but a Samaritan, who was riding by on a donkey did not 
pass, but dressed the traveller’s wounds, put him on the 
donkey and took him to an inn where the Samaritan arran- 
ged to pay the expenses. Jesus then tells his listener, Go, 
and do thou likewise. The Latin (Vulgate) version of this 
advice is Vade et tu fac similiter. The words, fac similiter, 
translated into their simplest form mean Do likewise. If 
the word similiter were changed to simile, the expression 
would be translated literally as Do a similar thing or more 
liberally as Do a similar deed. The words, Fac Simile, there- 
fore are equally applicable to the lesson to be learned from 
the Good Samaritan story. If therefore a reason could be 
found to justify a change in the motto from Fac similiter 
to Fac Simile the true meaning of Fac Simile would be 
evident. If a small die were being cut and only a small 
amount of lettering space was available then a reduction in 
the length of the motto without changing its meaning would 
have been logical and practical. 

The derivation of the modern English word, facsimile, 
meaning an exact reproduction or copy, also came from the 
Latin words, Fac Simile, (Do a Similar thing or Make a 
Similar thing). Fac Simile was used in classical times as an 
expression meaning a reproduction or exact copy and by 1661 
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had become an English expression with the same meaning . 10 
It was written as two words in the same manner as on the 
Pembroke specimen. In due course it became hyphenated 
and by the beginning of the nineteenth century began to be 
used as one word . 11 

It is readily understandable how easily some numismatists 
could conclude that the words, FAC SIMILE, on the Pem- 
broke shilling meant that it was a copy of a genuine coin and 
that the diemaker of the Pembroke shilling deliberately 
added FAC SIMILE to make certain that no one would con- 
fuse the reproduction with any genuine piece. 

10 Etymological Dictionary of the English Language, edited by Walter 
W. Skeat (Oxford, 1910). 

11 A New Dictionary on Historical Principles (Oxford, 1901). 
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THE SOURCE OF THE COUNTERSTAMP 


Since a punch or die was used to produce the Good Sa- 
maritan scene on the Pembroke shilling, it is clear that no 
coinage die would have been cut to a size only sufficient to 
cover the area within the inner circle of a Pine Tree shilling. 
It would have been the full size of the coin for which it was 
intended, and would have had a further legend as to either 
the issuer, the date or the denomination. Thus the conclusion 
that the die was used for counterstamping rather than for 
coining is logical. The probability that such a counterstamp 
might have been prepared for some other use is justified, 
since no other coin is known to be so counterstamped. That 
use must have been prior to the death of Haym in 1730. 
Could that other use have had a connection with Massachu- 
setts or with coinage ? What was that use ? 

The first inquiry was to determine if the artist’s con- 
ception of the scene of the Good Samaritan was similar to 
the style of any other artist. Rembrandt’s painting and 
etching of the Good Samaritan, dated 1633, depicted the 
transfer of the wounded man from the donkey into the inn. 
William Hogarth’s painting of the Good Samaritan, done in 
1736 for St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, London, has the Good 
Samaritan and a dog on the left and in the background the 
two people who passed the injured traveller without helping 
him. The central portion of this picture was copied by John 
Johnson in 1797 for a signboard for the Boston Dispensary. 12 
While this signboard has the injured traveller, the Good 
Samaritan, a donkeyjand a tree, as does the Pembroke 
shilling, their positions are completely at variance. 

12 Nina Fletcher Little, “The Good Samaritan,” Antiques, Vol. LXX, No. 4 
(Oct., 1956), p. 360 and Vol. LXXI, No. 2 (Feb., 1957), p. 149. 
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A seal for the Pennsylvania Hospital which was founded 
by Benjamin Franklin in 1751 and is the oldest hospital in 
America, was cut by Christian Gobrecht (1787-1844) showing 
the injured traveller being removed from the donkey by the 
Good Samaritan and the innkeeper. It contains the biblical 
quotation “Take Care of Him and I will Repay Thee.” 13 

No painted prototype of the counterstamp has been found 
as yet. 

In the index to Notes and Queries under “Mottoes” Miss 
Elizabeth Tindall, Research Librarian, at the Mercantile 
Library in St. Louis, found the words, Fac Similiter. While 
this differed from Fac Simile it was the first and only clue. 
The text to which it referred was an article entitled, “The 
Royal Society's 250th Anniversary,” written by John Collins 
Francis in 1912. It indicated that the motto Fac Similiter 
and the Good Samaritan were adopted as the Seal of the 
Royal Society of London in 1664. A request to The Royal 
Society for a copy or impression of the seal brought an 
answer indicating that the only seal of the Royal Society 
was a coat of arms with the motto NULLIUS IN VERBA 
which was adopted in 1663 and up to the present has never 
been changed ; that any seal containing the Good Samaritan 
and Fac Similiter had no connection with the Royal Society. 
The reference given by John Collins Francis was therefore 
checked and was found to be an excerpt from the Diary of 
John Evelyn for November and December, 1664 which, 
omitting irrelevant text, was as follows: 14 

15: To Lond. We chose our Treasurer, Clearks, Messengers, ap- 
pointed our seale, which I ordered should be the good Samaritan, 
with this motto, fac similiter: 16: I went to our Society at Gr: Col- 
ledge. 17: We sate on Commission againe these two daies: * * * 
22. To London: Painters hall in Lond: lent us to meete in: * * * 

13 A. R. Frey, "Christian Gobrecht,” The Numismatist, Vol. 24 (December, 
1911), p. 418. 

14 Diary of John Evelyn edited by Austin Dobson (London, 1906), p. 219. 
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23: Our Statutes (now finished) were read before a full assembly of 
the R: Society: * # # 

24. I dined with the Commissioners for Sick & Wounded, & sate 
at Painters hall: * * * 29: To Lond: about our Commission, which 
I received sign’d by all the Lords of the Council, together with our 
Instructions: 

30: We met at the Ro. Society, and chose Officers according to 
our new establish’d Statu(t)es: # # # 

December 2. Sir William D’Oylie & myselfe delivered the Pr: 
Councils letters to the Governors of St. Thomas Hospital in South- 
wark, that a mo(ie)tie of the house should be reserved for such sick 
& wounded as should from time to time be sent from the Fleete, 
during the War: This being dellivr(e)d at their Court, the President 
& severall Alderman Governors of that Hospital invited us to a 
greate feast in Fishmongers hall: I return’d hom that Evening: 

John Evelyn (1620-1706), art patron, politician, traveller, 
horticulturalist, arboriculturalist, commissioner of the Royal 
Mint, devotee of the English Church and advocate of in- 
creased availability of hospital care is best known, as is his 
contemporary, Samuel Pepys, as a diarist. Evelyn was in- 
volved in so many activities that it is not clear from the text 
quoted above what organization adopted the seal of the 
Good Samaritan. A modern restudy of Evelyn’s diary 15 
shows that The Commission of Sick and Wounded and 
Prisoners was being referred to, since that commission held 
meetings at Painter’s Hall in London where the Royal 
Society also met. The choosing of officers and employees, the 
adoption of the seal and the reading of the statutes are now 
interpreted to refer to the activities of that Commission. 

The Commission of Sick and Wounded and Prisoners 
was an outgrowth of the fighting between the English and 
the Dutch. During the last half of the seventeenth century 
England was in competition with Holland for the commerce 
and control of the East Indies, the West Indies, the West 

15 Diary of John Evelyn, edited by E. S. DeBeer (Oxford, 1956), p. 390. 
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African coast and the American continent. England was also 
in a struggle with France and Spain for commercial power 
in the Western hemisphere. The first war with Holland from 
1652 to 1654 consisted primarily of naval engagements and 
left the issues unresolved. In the course of that war a com- 
mission was set up in England to look after the sick and 
wounded sailors, but it could do little work because of lack 
of appropriated funds. Following a war with Spain (1656 to 
1659) and the settlement in 1662 of a conflict with the 
Barbary Pirates, the English resumed the taking of Dutch 
prizes. On September 8, 1664, when the British navy forced 
a surrender of New Amsterdam they provoked the Second 
war with Holland. On October 28, 1664, when this war was 
imminent the Privy Council created The Commission of 
Sick and Wounded and Prisoners. Four commissioners in- 
cluding John Evelyn were informally appointed on Oc- 
tober 30, 1664, and officially appointed on November 11, 
1664. 16 

The enthusiasm and ability of Evelyn to provide per- 
manent medical facilities for the English navy resulted in 
the commission’s continuing long after the discharge of the 
men who were engaged in the Second War with Holland. The 
Third War with Holland (1672-4) which resulted in the final 
transfer of New Amsterdam to the English and the war with 
France (1689-97), known as King William’s War in America, 
provided new patients to be cared for and the activities of 
the Commission continued into the eighteenth century. 

Many hospitals and infirmaries throughout the world have 
been named for the Good Samaritan. The selection of a seal 
for the commission consisting of the Good Samaritan and 
the motto FAC SIMILITER, as stated in the diary of John 
Evelyn for November 15, 1664, was therefore fitting and 
proper. 

16 J. J. Shaw, “The Commission of Sick and Wounded and Prisoners, 
1664-1667,” Mariner’s Mirror, Vol. 25 (1939), p. 306. 
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The seal of an official public organization would ordinarily 
be easy to locate, assuming that such a seal was made. The 
detailed accounts retained by the British Public Records 
office contain the following entry in the Audit Office Account 
of the Commissioners of the Sick and Wounded and Prisoners 
for the period from November 11, 1664 to March 25, 1668 : 17 
“Martin Johnson for graveing of seals— X li” 

(Martin Johnson for engraving of seals— £10) 

It is therefore established that one or more seals were 
actually made for the Commission close to the time when 
Evelyn’s diary indicates authorization was given. To locate 
a seal from the identical die used to counterstamp the Pem- 
broke shilling would be conclusive. If, however, a similar 
seal could be found which contained the scene of the Good 
Samaritan and the motto reworded as FAC SIMILE instead 
of what John Evelyn’s diary stated, then the source of the 
counterstamp on the Pembroke shilling would nevertheless 
be solved, because more than one seal was made. Obviously 
the scene of the Good Samaritan would have to be generally 
similar. 

The bulk of the documents relating to the Commission’s 
activities during and following the Second Anglo-Dutch War 
have not been preserved. The few remaining were sought 
out in the Public Records Office, the British Museum, the 
Naval Museum at Greenwich, the Bodelian Library and 
various English hospitals. With one exception there were no 
seals impressed upon, printed on, or attached to any docu- 
ment which was located. 

The one exception which was located by the British Public 
Records Office is dated July 19, 1698, and contained the 
printed emblem or seal of the Commission adjacent to the 
following text: 18 

17 British Public Records Office, Audit Office: Declared Account Navy: 
Sick and Hurt: n November 1664-25 March 1668 (A.O. 1/1820/485). 

18 British Public Records Office, ADM. 106/3540: Mariner’s Folder. 
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These are to certify, That the Bearer John Adams belonging to 
His Majesty’s Ship Third rate was sent to this place upon the twenty 
second day of June, 1698 and not being cured by his own request was 
discharg'd hence this nineteenth day of July 1698 to go forthwith to 
his Ship. He has received in cloaths to the Value — and in Conduct- 
money — . 

Witness my hand the 19th day of July, 1698 

By Sam 11 Evans 

Appointed to take care of Sick and Hurt Seaman at Defford. 

This document is illustrated on Plate III. Its seal or 
emblem consisted of the scene of the Good Samaritan and 
the motto FAC SIMILE: (See enlargement on Plate IV). 

Not only is the motto FAC SIMILE used instead of FAC 
SIMILITER, but the juxtaposition of all elements in the 
scene corresponds with those on the Pembroke shilling. The 
forepart of the donkey is on the right side facing right ; the 
tree is on the left side ; the Good Samaritan is bandaging the 
left arm of the injured traveller who is sitting on the ground 
with his legs extended to the right. Of importance also is the 
fact that in the motto the two words are so close together as 
to appear as one word, FACSIMILE, indicating that the 
maker of the cut for the seal or emblem felt crowded in in- 
serting the lettering and apparently shortened the last word 
of the motto from SIMILITER to SIMILE for that reason. 

The differences between the printed seal and the Pem- 
broke shilling counterstamp are minor. The printed seal is 
13 / 16 inches in diameter whereas the counterstamp is about 
3 / 4 inches in diameter. The tree is larger and more elaborate 
in the counterstamp. The ground line is higher in the counter- 
stamp. These differences are, however, variations which an 
engraver would normally make if he were cutting more than 
one of the same design. 

The printed seal or emblem is on a printed form on which 
the final two figures of the date are filled in by hand. Whether 
this form was printed long before 1698 or whether the cut 
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for the seal or emblem was in use on other forms prior thereto 
is not essential. Whether the cut for the emblem was one of 
the seals cut by Martin Johnson between 1664 and 1668 is 
also not of primary importance. The fact that the counter- 
stamp is produced from an intaglio die and that the printed 
emblem was made from a positive die or line cut might in- 
dicate why payment to Martin Johnson covered more than 
one seal. 

The inescapable conclusion is that the emblem and the 
counterstamp are those adopted by the Commission of the 
Sick and Wounded and Prisoners. The Pembroke shilling 
was therefore produced by counterstamping the Commis- 
sion’s seal on the obverse of a smoothed and worn Massa- 
chusetts Pine Tree shilling (Noe 25). This establishes the fact 
that FAC SIMILE on the Pembroke shilling is the motto of 
the Good Samaritan story and cannot be interpreted as 
meaning it was a reproduction. 

When was this counterstamping done? The seal of the 
commission was adopted in 1664 and was probably made 
shortly thereafter. The small Pine Tree shilling on which the 
seal was counterstamped was coined toward the end of the 
Massachusetts mint operations, certainly after 1675. The coin 
was substantially worn during several years of circulation be- 
fore being counterstamped. It was in the Pembroke collec- 
tion before the death in 1730 of Haym, the engraver of the 
Pembroke illustrations. The counterstamping apparently 
took place between 1680 and 1725. 

The counterstamping probably was done to produce some- 
thing unusual for the Earl of Pembroke. If the person who 
fraudulently or jestingly used the Commission’s seal had 
known of the problems he would create he might have re- 
strained his impulse. 

The Pembroke shilling is not the only American coin in 
the Pembroke collection which was artificial in part. The 
Pembroke specimen of the 1 / 24 th real James II tin farthing 
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for the Plantations was tampered with by having a small 
copper cross artificially imbedded in the center of the reverse. 
The cross is shown in its illustration by Haym and so de- 
scribed in the 1848 sale. This insertion was apparently made 
to simulate the copper plug in the center of the tin coinage 
of England under James II and others, as no other Planta- 
tion x / 24 th real has a copper plug. 19 

These were not the only instances where chicanery was 
practiced as forgeries of ancient coins were very numerous in 
the Pembroke collection. 

19 Eric P. Newman, “First Documentary Evidence on the American Colo- 
nial Pewter i/24th Real,” The Numismatist, Vol. 68 (July, 1955), p. 713. 
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EARLY BIBLIOGRAPHICAL BACKGROUND 


The earliest numismatic publications mentioning Massa- 
chusetts coinage are Ralph Thorsby’s Ducatus Leodiensis, 
published in London in 1715, followed by Stephen Martin- 
Leake’s An Historical Account of English Money published 
in 1726. Although the former suggested that the NE on the 
New England coinage might be an abbreviation for Newark 
under seige, the latter states that the Earl of Pembroke has 
classified them in his collection as New England coins. Pine 
Tree pieces are included in each book, but the Good Sa- 
maritan shilling is not mentioned by either writer. 

The first bibliographical information on the Good Sa- 
maritan shilling is the illustration in the Pembroke plates as 
previously described. 

The next publication to include the Good Samaritan 
shilling was prepared by Martin Folkes. Folkes, whose repu- 
tation as an antiquary was acknowledged by his presidency 
of the Royal Society from 1741 to 1752, published in 1745 
under the auspices of the Society of Antiquaries, A Table of 
English Silver Coins. This table described Massachusetts 
and Maryland silver coinage, but did not include the Good 
Samaritan shilling. 20 It does introduce the non-existent 1652 
twopence and Pine Tree penny which will be subsequently 
referred to; 

Engraved plates illustrating the coins so described and 
some other pieces which came to his attention were then 

20 P. 98. The New England shilling and sixpence; the Lord Baltimore 
shilling, sixpence and groat; and Massachusetts shilling, sixpence, three- 
pence, twopence and penny of 1652 are mentioned. The twopence dated 
1652 was an error as his subsequently prepared plates show the date as 
1662. The penny was an erroneous assumption. 

2 17 
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undertaken by Folkes, but were not entirely completed prior 
to his death in 1754. The Society of Antiquaries arranged for 
the completion of the first 42 plates which they acquired 
from his heirs and prepared an additional 26 plates along 
with an explanation of all the plates. The combined Tables, 
illustrations and explanation of the illustrations was pub- 
lished in 1763. 21 On Plate XXX which had been prepared by 
Folkes only the obverse of the Good Samaritan shilling ap- 
peared. Both sides of the other American and British coins 
were shown on Plate XXX. Since the text he wrote did not 
mention the Good Samaritan shilling and the reverse was 
omitted in the illustration it seems reasonable to assume that 
Folkes did not see the Pembroke shilling (the Pembroke 
collection being in safekeeping since 1733) and took his in- 
formation from the Pembroke illustrations on their publi- 
cation in 1746. The Folkes drawing of the obverse of the 
Pembroke shilling is shown on Plate II herein and differs 
from the Pembroke illustration by the complete legend 
MASATHVSETS • IN* being shown instead of the unread- 
able part of the legend being represented by large dots. There 
was no change in the motto, FAC SIMILE, over the scene of 
the Good Samaritan. 

Thomas Snelling, a coin dealer, in 1769 published in- 
formation on and illustrations of the coins of the American 
colonies. 22 He copied Folkes’ drawing of the obverse of the 
Good Samaritan shilling and Haym’s drawing of its reverse 
(Plate II) and said that the piece was in the Pembroke col- 

21 Tables of English Silver and Gold Coins: First published by Martin Folkes, 
Esq. ; And now Reprinted, with Plates and Explanations, By the Society of 
Antiquaries (London, 1763). 

22 “Miscellaneous Views of the Coins Struck by the English Princes in 
France, Counterfeit Sterlings, Coins struck by the East India Company, 
Those in the West India Colonies And in the Isle of Man ***,’’ (London, 
1769), P- 36 and Plate 4; republished as part of Snelling on the Coins of 
Great Britain, France and Ireland (London, 1823). 
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The Good Samaritan Shilling 

lection. In showing a non-existent Massachusetts twopence 
dated 1652, he followed the incorrect text of Folkes instead 
of the properly dated plate. He continued Folkes’ represen- 
tation of the non-existent 1652 Massachusetts penny. Fortu- 
nately, Snelling stated that he had never seen any of these 
three coins, therefore his misinformation on these items does 
not affect this study. 

Rev. Rogers Ruding in 1817 borrowed the plates pre- 
pared by Folkes from The Society of Antiquaries and used 
them as part of his writing on English numismatics. In ex- 
plaining his plates Ruding merely refers to prior publi- 
cations as the source of his information on the Good Samari- 
tan shilling. 23 

Joseph B. Felt, in 1839, writing the first American 
publication on Massachusetts numismatics included a plate 
of Massachusetts coins. The top part of the plate is entitled 
“Fac Similes of Pine Tree Money as described in Massa- 
chusetts Records” and under it he copied off the identical 
drawings of the Massachusetts shilling, sixpence, threepence 
and twopence as shown on the Folkes plate. Felt, in the 
lower part of the plate, under the heading, “Fac Similes of 
Massachusetts Money as contained in Folkes Tables of 
Coins,” includes both the Good Samaritan shilling, the non- 
existent 1652 penny and the New England shilling and six- 
pence. Again the Folkes plate detail is copied with one major 
exception. For the first time the Good Samaritan shilling 
was illustrated without the words FAC SIMILE on the coin 
(Plate II). Since Felt used the words, Fac Simile, as meaning 
reproduction in two instances on the plate in his book as 
above indicated and in one instance in the text it is clear 
that Felt thought the words, FAC SIMILE, on the Folkes 
plate meant reproduction and therefore eliminated the motto 

23 Annals of the Coinage of Great Britain (London, 1817) and subsequent 
editions, p. vii. 
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in copying the Folkes picture. 24 This blunder misled many 
numismatists and was compounded when Thomas Wyatt 
made forgeries of the Good Samaritan shilling based upon 
Felt’s drawings, as will hereafter be noted. 

When the auction of the Pembroke collection took place 
in 1848 the Pembroke shilling was described in the sale 
catalogue as part of lot 229 as follows: 

Massachusets Shilling, much rubbed, but shewing on both sides 
the remains of the types and legends. By the dexterous use of a 
punch, some artist has contrived to produce on this rubbed coin, a 
worn representation of the group of the good Samaritan, and the 
words FAC. SIMILE., which has given rise to much discussion. See 
Rud. xxx, 10 and note m. page 368, vol. iii, Pemb. p. 4 t. 14. unique, 
wt. 69 8 / w grs- 

This description was in no way questioned at the time of the 
sale, but the curiosity as to the source and status of the coin 
were natural topics for numismatic argument. 

John Hickcox, the first writer on Massachusetts coinage 
after the Pembroke sale, corroborates Burgon's statement 
that the coin was counterstamped when he stated : 25 

In Earl Pembroke’s celebrated collection was a coin having on the 
obverse, MASSACHVSETS IN., group of the Good Samaritan; 
above, FAC SIMILE; reverse, the same as on the shilling. It was 
ascertained after the death of the earl that the coin was spurious, 
having been altered from a pine tree shilling, by smoothing one side 
and stamping thereon the group above described. 

The text of Hickcox with respect to the Pembroke shilling 
is sound, even though the spelling of the obverse legend is 
slightly inaccurate and the determination of spuriousness 
was over a century after the death of the earl. 

Montroville W. Dickeson endeavored to describe the Pem- 
broke shilling and in preparing his illustration followed the 

24 Joseph B. Felt, An Historical Account of Massachusetts Currency 
(Boston, 1839), Plate opposite p. 38; text p. 249. 

25 An Historical Account of American Coinage (Albany, 1858), p. 11 note. 
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Snelling drawing. 26 Dickeson was so confused by the varia- 
tion between the Ruding and Snelling drawings that he con- 
cluded that there were two specimens of the Good Samaritan 
shilling, one with a smooth reverse and one with the reverse 
shown in Snelling. Dickeson does however indicate the intense 
interest in the subject when he stated: 

“We have given a description of this coin in all its details, because 
it has been the subject of so much attraction, and, also, because it 
occupies a place in a very celebrated collection.” 

The various early numismatic publications stimulated a 
search by English collectors for the Good Samaritan shilling 
and other rare Massachusetts silver coins which were de- 
scribed or illustrated. Thomas Hollis (1720-1774), an Eng- 
lish numismatist and antiquarian, was active in acquiring 
American Colonial coins and obtained for his collection 
Somers Island, Lord Baltimore and Massachusetts pieces. 27 
He was a benefactor of Harvard University and was in 
constant correspondence with Reverend Andrew Eliot of 
Boston who was a member of the Harvard corporation. In 
1767, Hollis apparently wrote Eliot for a Good Samaritan 
shilling, a New England sixpence, a Pine Tree penny and 
other items he had seen illustrated. Although this letter has 
not been located it is confirmed by subsequent correspond- 
ence. 28 On December 18, 1767 Hollis followed up his request 
by writing: 

Pray forgive the Liberty & Trouble of the Commission concerning 
the New England coins, we Antiquaries are a quiet odd sort of 
People, * * * 

16 The American Numismatic Manual (Philadelphia, 1859), p. 63 and 
Plate VI, Fig. 12. 

27 Archdeacon Francis Blackburn, Memoirs of Thomas Hollis (London, 
1780), pp. 397, 829, 830. 

“ Manuscripts in the Massachusetts Historical Society; Massachusetts 
Historical Society Collections, Series 4, Vol. 4 (Boston, 1858) p. 423; See 
comments of Mathew A. Stickney in Historical Collections of Essex In- 
stitute (Salem, i860), Vol. II, p. 100. 
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To which Eliot replied on April 18, 1768 : 

I received your commission concerning the New England coin, 
with the greatest pleasure, but am greatly disappointed in the exe- 
cution of it. I can find no one who hath ever heard of Massachusetts 
in pourtraiture of the good Samaritan. I believe it must have been 
a medal struck on some particular occasion. The sixpence and the 
penny, some tell me they have seen; but I cannot at present procure 
them. If they are in New England, I shall have them. 

* # # 

I have also all other New England coin ; they are all scarce except 
the pine-tree shillings and sixpences, which are plenty. I have several 
two-pence and three-pence, very well preserved. I have no use for 
any of these; if they will be agreeable to you, or your friends, they 
are entirely at your service. 

On June 12, 1771, Eliot sent Hollis a New England six- 
pence and remarked that it was the only one he ever saw. 

It can be seen from the foregoing that in 1768 the Good 
Samaritan shilling was unheard of by a member of the Massa- 
chusetts clergy who would have been very interested in its 
religious significance and by an educator who asked without 
success those most likely to have known about it. 
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APPEARANCE OF THE BUSH NELL SHILLING 


Charles I. Bushnell, of New York, in assembling his 
enormous collection of American coins purchased his Good 
Samaritan shilling early in 1859 from Charles Richard 
Taylor, a London coin dealer, for £8/8. The Bushnell shilling 
(Plate II) was previously unknown to the numismatic 
world. Taylor’s original letters in connection with its sale to 
Bushnell, although not published until 1883 are as follows: 29 

2 Montague St., Russell Square, W.C. 

London, July 9th, 1858. 


CHARLES I. BUSHNELL, ESO. 

Dear Sir: 

I wrote to you on the 27th May last, to inform you that I had a 
shilling and sixpence of Lord Baltimore, being desirous, according to 
my promise, of giving you the first offer of anything likely to suit you, 
and, awaiting your reply, I have retained them accordingly: with the 
same view, I have now to offer you what I conceive will interest you 
far more; it is nothing less than a unique variety of the Good Sa- 
maritan Massachusetts shilling. It differs materially from the one 
formerly in the Pembroke collection and from the other engraved in 
Ruding, PI. 30, No. 10, the existence of which is now very doubtful. 
Ruding incorporated the plates, so far as they would go, which were 
engraved for the previous works of Martin Folkes, and he expressly 
says that he knows not on what authority it has been given. Snelling, 
describing the piece, says: "It is said to be in the Pembroke col- 
lection” (which was a truth); he had evidently not seen it, but, curi- 
ously enough, he copied the obverse from Folkes’ plate (Ruding’s) 
and the reverse from the Pembroke plate, thus giving a representation 

29 S. H. and H. Chapman, Supplement to the Bushnell Catalogue (Phila- 
delphia), second page, numbered p. 138. 
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of a coin for which there was certainly no authority whatever, the 
obverse differing from the only known (Pembroke) specimen in 
reading “In Masachusets” in full, instead of Mas with dots in place 
of the remainder, and from the doubtfully existing coin of Ruding by 
having, instead of a blank, the reverse of that in the Pembroke. 

My coin is not only unique but the most perfect. It has a well- 
executed representation of the Good Samaritan, and reading in full 
“In Masachusets”; but the subject is allowed to speak for itself, as 
the direction Facsimile is omitted ; the reverse also has an important 
difference, reading “In New England Ano” round the edge, and in 
the centre 1652— XII, without the O beneath. It is 5 grains heavier 
than the Pembroke one and is a perfectly genuine struck coin, the 
reverse die evidently in the act of breaking from a flaw which, though 
in this instance it obscures no part of the coin, has an appearance 
which renders it probable that no others be afterwards struck from 
it. The style of the work and lettering corresponds exactly with the 
pine tree shilling of the same date. I am inclined to think, from the 
fact of the Pembroke specimen being so imperfect in the inscription, 
and from mine being more complete in that respect, as well as their 
extreme rarity, that they were pattern or trial pieces, and for some 
reason not adopted by the authorities. 

I notice that, in a former letter, you gave as a reason for doubting 
the authenticity of the Pembroke specimen that no such piece was 
mentioned in the records of the State; but is it not questionable 
whether the records of a thinly peopled State were so perfectly and 
accurately kept ? For you state likewise there is no mention of the 
two-pence and three-penny pieces, pine tree coinage, but the number 
now known, quality and weight of silver, style of work, and relative 
degrees of wear, all tend to prove them to have been as authentic, and 
in circulation, as were the sixpences and shillings. 

The catalogue describes the Pembroke specimen to have been 
much rubbed ; mine is not so, but has been somewhat unevenly struck, 
the five last letters in “Masachusets” not having come up so promi- 
nently as the others. 

I purchased this piece with some rare English coins, which has 
occasioned my incurring an unexpected outlay which I am anxious 
to realize with as little delay as possible, and I offer you this rarity 
at £8.8.0. There is no doubt but that, at the present time, I could get 
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much more for it, without any great difficulty, but I could not part 
with it until I had made you the first offer and at as reasonable a rate 
as I could afford. I have some intention of sending a notice of it to 
the “Numismatic Chronicle”; but this I would not do without con- 
sulting you in the event of your becoming its owner. I beg to assure 
you that you are the first person to whom I have yet intimated the 
existence of this piece, and as I shall preserve silence until you have 
had an opportunity of replying, I hope to be favored with your de- 
cision ^per return. 

CHARLES RICH. TAYLOR. 

2 Montagne St., Russell Square, W.C. 

London, 28th December, 1858. 

CHARLES I. BUSHNELL 
My Dear Sir: 

In reply to yours of the 30th ulto. I do myself the pleasure to send 
for your inspection the “Good Samaritan Shilling.” 

I can certainly vouch for its being none of Mr. Wyatt’s production ; 
for not only is it very different, on the one side, to the rubbing you 
sent me of his Pine Tree Shilling, with which I have compared it, but 
I was told of its existence when your earliest letters first put me on 
enquiring for all pieces relating to America, but as it seemed hopeless 
to procure it, I paid little attention to the circumstance. 

I am not going to recapitulate the contents of my last, but I must 
trouble you to say that I am by no means satisfied that the unique 
specimen in the Pembroke collection either was or could be in any 
way spurious, neither can I attach the least importance to the note 
to the lot describing it in the sale catalogue of that collection of 1848. 
That catalogue was drawn up by the late Mr. Burgon expressly on 
account of his being most justly considered the most competent 
authority on Greek and Roman Coins, to which he had exclusively 
directed his studies, thinking those classes alone worthy attention 
or appreciation. 

It is also necessary to bear in mind some particulars relating to the 
Pembroke collection to which the newspaper extracts you sent me 
make no allusion. The Earl Thomas, by whom that celebrated col- 
lection was formed, succeeded to the title so early as 1683, and died 
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in 1733. The fourth volume of Plates issued in his name was not com- 
pleted and published until 1746, by his son and successor. The col- 
lection, however, remained intact until its dispersion by the present 
Earl in 1848, under the superintendence of his half brother, Mr. 
Sydney Herbert, the Earl being a constant resident abroad, which 
may probably account for the collection being wholly unknown, 
except through the volume of 1746; indeed, it seems seldom, if ever, 
to have been exhibited since the decease of the original collector, for 
Snelling when publishing his work, had no access to it, but obtained 
all his information from the Plates; and, in fact, when he speaks of 
coins said to be existing in the Pembroke collection, acknowledges 
that he had no opportunity of judging for himself in the matter. I 
cannot, at this moment, discover the date of the birth of the Earl 
Thomas, but as he succeeded to his brother in 1683, and his father 
had died so early as 1669, the last, at the least, must have been living 
at the date of this coin or pattern. 

I am, to a considerable extent, justified in regarding it as genuine, 
in the absence of anything like proofs to the contrary, as there could 
be no motive or interest to be gratified by fabricating a spurious piece 
relative to a distant possession of so very recent date as was 1652, 
at the time when the collection was formed. 

Ruding’s plate 30, first published by Folkes in 1763, is not copied 
from the Pembroke plate; it is altogether different, and although the 
specimen it purports to represent may not be now known, I cannot 
think that any one will venture the supposition that so eminent a 
gentleman and antiquary as was Sir Martin Folkes could have pub- 
lished such without having sufficient authority for so doing. Snelling’s 
engraving goes for nothing, as he had seen no specimen, but finding 
such good authority for the existence of the piece, he could not but 
notice it without damage to the completeness of his work, and there- 
fore copied the obverse from Folkes, and the reverse from Pembroke. 
Now comes the specimen sent herewith, differing from the Pembroke, 
and five grains heavier, from Folkes and also from Wyatt’s even. I 
am quite at a loss to conceive what the inducement could be for 
fabricating a piece of such little interest and value ; for certainly until 
very recently it could possess neither; yet before the least attention 
could be attracted to its existence, here are evidently two pieces 
struck from dies altogether different,— the Pembroke and mine, to 
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say nothing of Folkes. It could never answer to coin spurious speci- 
mens in such small quantities, as that, after the lapse of two centuries 
only two specimens alone should be known, and both of these unique 
varieties. 

I am still in the belief that they were pattern pieces, struck and 
submitted when the issue of a coinage was first contemplated in the 
Colony, and this supposition will alone account for the unfinished 
character and rarity of these pieces, and, since they were not adopted, 
for the absence of any mention of them in the records. (It will be seen 
that the date side of the Pine Tree Shillings is different and more 
complete than in the corresponding side of either of the pieces in 
question.) 

The die from which mine is struck was evidently soon broken; 
probably no other could have been struck from it, hence the necessity 
for a new one being made, even for the limited service of a pattern 
piece. It must be remembered that it was particularly the custom to 
strike pattern pieces, —witness those for the entire sets of silver for 
the Commonwealth coinage by Ramage and by Blondeau, the former 
the most beautiful, and while the design of the latter was adopted, 
he could hardly have been employed, as those struck for circulation 
were not milled, and are of much coarser workmanship. Now all these 
patterns were struck in 1651, and now are much in request, and al- 
ways produce very high prices. 

I respectfully submit these observations for your consideration, 
and you will take them for what they may seem to you to be worth. I 
am satisfied this piece is of no recent make, and what I offer in defense 
of its genuineness is not with any view for you to retain the piece 
against your judgment. I am anxious only that you should be con- 
vinced that I submit it to you in perfect good faith according to my 
own convictions, and that I should not trouble you at this length, 
or indeed had anything to do with it at all unless I felt myself free 
from any reasonable doubt in regard to it. * * * 

CHARLES RICH. TAYLOR. 
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It is interesting to note from the foregoing letters that 
Taylor unequivocably contradicts Burgon’s assertion in the 
Pembroke Sale Catalogue that the scene of the Good Sa- 
maritan was counterstamped on the Pembroke shilling. The 
fact that Burgon was an authority on Greek and Roman 
coins was not a basis to disqualify him from recognizing a 
counterstamped coin. Taylor’s statement carries little weight 
because his home at 2 Montague St., Russell Square, from 
which the letters to Bushnell were written, was across the 
street from the British Museum which, as was well known, 
had owned the Pembroke shilling since 1848. In addition 
Bushnell had expressed doubt as to the authenticity of the 
Pembroke shilling as Taylor’s July 9, 1858, letter indicates. 
To have failed to examine the Pembroke shilling under these 
circumstances is indicative of the unreliability of Charles 
Richard Taylor. 

Bushnell’s copy of the Pembroke Sale Catalogue of 1848 
in the library of the American Numismatic Society contains 
on the front flyleaf Bushnell’s handwritten comment on 
Burgon’s opinion of the Pembroke specimen, as follows: 

He knew nothing whatever of American coins. His remarks on the 
Good Samaritan piece I consider of no account whatever. 

Bushnell showed his collection to very few and was secre- 
tive about his acquisitions. It is therefore understandable 
that there is no numismatic literature on the Bushnell shilling 
for over a decade following his purchase of it, except Dicke- 
son’s confused comment. 

In 1873, Crosby, in his chapter on Massachusetts silver 
coinage, was the first writer to try to throw light upon the 
Bushnell shilling. 30 

It remains for us to mention one other piece belonging to this 
series, the genuineness of which has been doubted. We refer to the 
Good Samaritan shilling, whose claim to a place among the issues 

30 Early Coins of America, p. 67. 
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of this mint we consider as being fully established by the specimen 
in the collection of Charles I. Bushnell, Esq., of New York. 

Crosby then quotes Bushnell’s interesting and extensive 
argument in favor of the genuineness of both the Bushnell 
and Pembroke shillings. This was the identical reasoning 
used by Taylor in his letters to Bushnell and indicated that 
Bushnell accepted its correctness. Crosby reconfirms his con- 
fidence in the Bushnell shilling by adding after the Bushnell’s 
argument : 

We can only add to the foregoing statement that, having examined 
the Good Samaritan shilling, we can with confidence say that the 
piece is of a character agreeing with other coins of that period and 
bears no evidence of having been tampered with, but, on the con- 
trary, was evidently struck from dies. A certain proof that it could 
have been no alteration from the common issues of that date is found 
in the legend upon the reverse, it being IN NEW ENGLAND • ANO :, 
which is found upon none of the Oak or Pine Tree Shillings. 

Crosby illustrates both the Bushnell shilling and the Pem- 
broke shilling, the latter having been copied from Snelling’s 
illustration. It is important to note that Crosby does not 
comment personally on the Pembroke shilling, and does not 
list FAC SIMILE in his index of mottoes. Apparently 
Crosby, too, did not realize that this legend might be the 
motto of the scene of the Good Samaritan. 

When Bushnell died in 1880 many dealers attempted to 
buy his collection. At that time Samuel Hudson Chapman 
and Henry Chapman, Jr. were respectively 23 and 21 years 
old and had some limited experience in the coin business 
with John W. Haseltine in Philadelphia. These brothers 
secured the right to catalogue and auction the entire Bush- 
nell collection. 31 The catalogue for the sale in New York be- 
ginning June 20, 1882, contains the following description of 
the Bushnell shilling (Lot 145) : 

31 John J. Ford, Jr., “Numismatica Americana, The Bushnell Sale,” The 
Coin Collector’s lottrnal, Vol. 18, No. 2 (March-April, 1951), p. 35. 
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THE CELEBRATED GOOD SAMARITAN SHILLING 

1652. Shilling. A very good representation of the Good Samaritan 
attending a man by the roadside, his horse and a tree in the back- 
ground. masachvsets in : Rev. 1652 xii. within a circle of 

dots, in new England . ano : The die very much cracked on reverse, 
rendering it impossible to strike any more after this one, and it is 
very likely that only one impression was struck. A genuine struck 
coin. This celebrated piece has been known to be unique for over two 
hundred years, and is one of the greatest gems of this collection. It 
was highly prized by Mr. Bushnell, who considered it, the N.Y. 
doubloon and Lord Baltimore penny his most important pieces, 
valuing it at more than $1,000, and we consider it worth any amount 
that can be paid for it. Extremely fine. See plate. Unique. There was 
in the Pembroke collection (formed about 1683, and sold at auction 
in London in 1848) a Good Samaritan shilling, differing from this in 
many respects, and had the word “fac simile” in the field. Our 
opinion is that this piece was a fabrication, engraved as a copy from 
probably the genuine, and very likely the present piece, and to pre- 
vent it ever passing as genuine the maker placed the word fac-simile 
in the field. The piece figured in Pembroke, Snelling, and Ruding is 
the same fabrication. 

Mr. Bushnell told us that he imported this piece himself direct 
from England, and that there was not any doubt of its genuineness, 
a fact borne out in every way by the coin. 

Mr. Bushnell would not permit Mr. Crosby to have this piece to 
place on his plates, but had an engraving made of it, which is re- 
presented on page 68, fig. 22, of Mr. Crosby's work. 

The avalanche of criticism of the sale catalogue by jealous 
and disappointed competitors was led by Edouard Frossard 
who immediately pointed out that the Bushnell collection 
was inferior to the Mickley collection and that the sale 
catalogue failed to cite authorities or use good English. He 
points out that the pretension of the compilers that the 
catalogue would be a sequel to Crosby was “ridiculous.” The 
description of the Good Samaritan shilling is cited as an ex- 
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ample of one of the “inextricable tangles” of the English 
language and quite “original in construction.” 32 

Scott’s Coin Collector's Journal of August, 1882, criticized 
“bunched lots and unfortunate mistakes” and then stated 
that the Bushnell shilling was “in our opinion and that of a 
large majority of experts an undoubted fabrication, and 
worth $10.00 at the outside.” 

Frossard listed all of his criticisms of each lot in the sale 
in detail and commented as to the Good Samaritan piece 
with more emotion than thought : 

145. Bogus and modern; why did not Bushnell say whence he 
obtained the piece ? If from England some one must have sold it to 
him ; but the piece is known to be a fraud from the fact that the man 
who bought hub No. 2844 said that he bought the hub because he 
had the piece. 

Frossard’s comment is readily shown to be wrong. In the sale 
catalogue there was another item relating to the Good Sa- 
maritan. It was Lot 2844, described as “Hub. Scene of the 
Good Samaritan 30” and sold for $1.40 indicating it was of 
no relationship to the Good Samaritan shilling (Lot 145) or 
to Wyatt’s copies of the Good Samaritan shilling and other 
Massachusetts silver (Lot 1140). The sale catalogue pointed 
out in the introduction that all hubs were steel unless other- 
wise described and that the sizes of hubs and dies were given 
in sixteenths of an inch. This would make Bushnell’s Good 
Samaritan hub i 7 / 8 inches in diameter. A tin impression 
from this hub struck on a size 34 (2 1 / 8 ,/ ) planchet had 
appeared as Lot 1012 in the Mercer sale on December 8, 
1880, and was listed under medals. 

Frossard contends that “the man who bought No. 2844 
said ‘that he bought the hub because he had the piece.’” 
From this remark Frossard concludes that the Bushnell 
Good Samaritan “piece is known to be a fraud.” This allega- 

32 Edouard Frossard, “The Bushnell Sale,” Nutnisma, Vol. 6, No. 3 (May, 
1882). 
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tion is completely erroneous because the size of the Bushnell 
hub was many times larger than the size of the Bushnell 
shilling on which the device is 6 /„ inches in diameter and 
the coin itself only 15 / 16 in diameter. Perhaps the purchaser 
of the hub was referring to a Wyatt copy of the Good 
Samaritan shilling which he owned ? In any event Frossard’s 
conclusion is erroneous on the basis of the argument 
presented because of the wide divergency in size between 
the hub and the Bushnell shilling. 

Jeremiah Colburn writing before the sale took place com- 
mented: 33 

As to the ‘Good Samaritan’ piece (145) which we suppose will 
probably bring a very ‘fancy’ price, we have always had grave 
doubts about its genuineness. 

The Bushnell shilling was the most notorious piece in the 
sale, being sold to Lorin G. Parmelee for $ 650.00, the highest 
price brought by any of the many rarities. While Parmelee’s 
acquisition of it was indicative of his good opinion of the 
coin, it was inferred by Frossard that Parmelee had bought 
the entire collection before the auction and had an arrange- 
ment with the Chapmans so that instead of Parmelee with- 
drawing what he wanted before the sale he could bid on his 
own property at the auction without concern as to its sale 
price. 

The attacks on the Bushnell shilling and upon the Chap- 
man catalogue continued. W. Elliot Woodward in the cata- 
logue of his 49th sale on July 11, 1882, stated: 

For instance, the Good Samaritan Shilling (see Bushnell Catalogue, 
No. 145.) is sadly in want of a respectable pedigree: the unsupported 
assertion that this piece is known to be unique for over two hundred 
years does not fill the bill. In Crosby’s work, Mr. Bushnell was allowed 
to meander through several pages, talking of the Pembroke Col- 
lection; of what Folkes, Ruding and Snelling said and did; and he 
finally begs the question, by declaring that no motive at the remote 

33 American Journal of Numismatics, Vol. XVII, No. 1 (July, 1882), p. 20. 
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period which he assigns to the coin could have existed for its manu- 
facture. Mr. Bushnell had it in his power to state at least where he 
obtained the piece and its history so far as known; of all this he says 
not one word, and the piece stands to-day without a single fact in 
support of its authenticity. Instead of its having been known to be 
unique for two hundred years, I challenge any person and every 
person who has any interest in it to prove that it has been in existence 
for even forty years, and I have no doubt if its secret history could be 
given, that the fact would appear that it was made within that period, 
and probably made in New York. 

Even the claim set up for it, that it resembles the work of the 
period is not fair, for there is no evidence that at that time any person 
in America was able to execute such a group as appears on the coin. 
The claim of authenticity in behalf of this piece is of much less weight 
than the argument that can be made in favor of the genuineness of 
the 1650 shillings. # * # 

There are many other pieces in this celebrated collection around 
which a veil of mystery has long been thrown, which, if they could 
be illuminated by the light of truth, would have their lofty preten- 
sions sadly lowered— notwithstanding “Our opinion,” which through- 
out the catalogue is apparently regarded by the young gentlemen 
who compiled it, as amply sufficient to settle any mooted question in 
American numismatics. 

At the time of the Bushnell sale, many must have agreed 
with the Chapmans’ statement in the catalogue that the 
Bushnell shilling was genuine and that the Pembroke shilling 
was a copy of it. It was stated in the Magazine of American 
History : 34 

A Good Samaritan shilling was sold in the English Lord Pembroke 
collection, formed about two hundred years ago, differing from this 
in some respects, and having the words FAC SIMILE stamped upon 
it, and it is supposed that Mr. Bushnell’s was the original after which 
the latter was copied. 

Many wanted further information as indicated from the 
following, but continued their sarcastic attack on the Chap- 
mans: 

M The Magazine of American History, Vol. VIII, No. 9 (Sept., 1882), p.635. 
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The celebrated Good Samaritan Shilling sold for $650; we have 
only to say further concerning it, that one of our editors saw it at the 
sale, and has no doubt that it was a ficticious piece, and was not 
struck in New England in the Seventeenth Century. If the Shilling 
was really imported from Europe, and not made in New York, its 
history should be easy to trace; this not even Mr. Bushnell ever pre- 
tended to do. 35 

Another good idea will be the publication by our learned contem- 
poraries, the Chapmans, of correspondence to prove, beyond the 
shadow of doubt, the genuineness of that singular nondescript the 
‘Good Samaritan Shilling' of the Bushnell sale. By all means, let it 
be done, but in intelligible English, if possible. 38 

In March, 1883, the Chapmans promised to publish the 
correspondence between Bushnell and the gentleman from 
whom the coin was purchased, 37 and accordingly the “Sup- 
plement to the Bushnell Catalogue" was published. The 
Chapmans published the text of the Taylor letters heretofore 
quoted and reiterated their confidence in the Bushnell 
shilling. They realized Taylor’s error in authenticating the 
Pembroke shilling and obtained the opinion of William 
Webster, a coin dealer of London, who stated, “I know well 
the piece that was in the Pembroke sale, Lot 229, as I was 
present at the sale, and the general opinion (including my 
own) was then as now, that it was a forgery and undoubtedly 
a ‘made up’ coin.” 

They then introduced in confused English their under- 
standing of what FAC SIMILE means by concluding that 
they do not see how the Pembroke shilling “can be con- 
sidered as anything but what is stated on its face by the 
maker, —a fac-simile ; that the word fac-simile was intended 
to merely convey the idea of its being a copy of the scene of 
the Good Samaritan seems to us to be a misconception ; for 
the word fac-simile is not used with this meaning.” The use 

35 American Journal of Numismatics, Vol. XVII, No. 2 (Oct., 1882), p. 44. 

36 Numisma, Vol. 7, No. 2 (March, 1883). 

37 American Journal of Numismatics, Vol. XVIII, No. 1 (July, 1883), p. 20. 
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of the expression FAC SIMILE meant to them that the 
Pembroke shilling was a copy of a coin (i.e., the Bushnell 
shilling) rather than meaning that it was a copy of some 
other portrayal of the Good Samaritan Story. 

It was emphasized that Taylor wrote that he was told of 
the existence of the coin when Bushnell’s first letters en- 
couraged Taylor to seek pieces relating to America. When 
Bushnell first wrote is not stated but since he began to 
collect coins about 1850 his inquiry must have been after 
that date. The first knowledge of the Bushnell shilling was 
therefore advanced at best only a few years prior to 1858. 

The final argument was that Bushnell, Crosby and Par- 
malee all agreed as to the genuineness of the Bushnell shilling. 

The information in the Supplement did not change any- 
one’s opinion, 38 but merely showed that the coin had no 
known pedigree. 

The most important factor in assessing the value of the 
many challenges of the validity of the Bushnell shilling is 
that no attempt was made to show facts. Admittedly it is 
difficult to prove that an existing coin is a forgery of a non- 
existing coin. The proof of such a negative theory requires 
much more evidence than proving a positive theory. No one 
mentioned the possible use of FAC SIMILE as a motto; no 
one pointed out any of the peculiarities of the Bushnell 
shilling. Because of the apparent lack of pedigree of the coin 
and the fact that Bushnell had no supporting historical 
evidence other than Taylor’s letters the burden of proof to 
show validity was assumed to be on the Chapmans. The 
attempted degradation of the Chapmans as new competitors 
was stimulating much of the attack. The lack of pedigree 
per se is no proof of spuriousness nor is the lack of historical 
background a condemnation. 

38 See: Numisma (Nov., 1883) Vol. 7, No. 6; American Journal of Numis- 
matics, Vol. XVIII, No. 2 (Oct., 1883), p. 48; No. 3 (Jan., 1884), p. 72; 
W. E. Woodward, Sale of the Heman Ely Collection, Jan. 8, 1884, p. 50. 
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Subsequent literature has made no attempt to clarify the 
issues concerning the Good Samaritan Shilling. The Illus- 
trated History of the United States Mint published in 1885 
stated that there are two unique varieties of the Good Sa- 
maritan Shilling and that they are supposed to be pattern 
pieces struck at the origin of the Massachusetts mint. 
Instead of illustrating one of the varieties mentioned, a 
picture of the muling of the Wyatt counterfeit of the 
Good Samaritan Shilling and of the Oak Tree shilling is 
shown. 39 

Edgar H. Adams, writing for The Elder Monthly of April, 
1907, places the Good Samaritan shilling as the tenth rarest 
American coin. 

The Standard Catalogue of United States Coins, since its 
inception in 1935, has included the Bushnell Shilling but 
now describes the coin as the “authentic” shilling. A Guide- 
book of United States Coins, since its beginning in 1946, has 
listed and illustrated the Bushnell shilling indicating that it 
is supposed to be a pattern. 

Carl Wurtzbach, who contributed much research to the 
subject of Massachusetts silver, wrote in 1943 concerning the 
Good Samaritan Shilling, 40 “It is by some thought a pattern, 
for patterns were common in England in the 17th Century. 
This is not the place and time however, for a thorough dis- 
cussion of the problems (including that of authenticity) 
raised by these extremely rare pieces.” 

In a series of articles published in 1944, entitled “Coins of 
Colonial America” it is stated that the history of the Good 
Samaritan Shilling is obscure and that while some consider 


39 George Evans, The Illustrated History of the United States Mint (Phila- 
delphia, 1885), p. 72 and Plate II. 

40 Carl Wurtzbach, “On the Massachusetts Silver Colonial Coinage,” 
Numismatic Review, Vol. I, No. 1 (June, 1943), p. 12. See also: Vol. I, 
No. 2, p. 44. 
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it a genuine pattern others consider it a mutilation of a Pine 
Tree shilling. 41 Again the issue was avoided. 

In the meanwhile the Bushnell shilling has continued 
along on its exciting career. When the famous Lorin G. Par- 
malee collection was sold at auction on June 25, 1890, David 
Proskey as cataloguer of the collection described the Bush- 
nell Shilling (Lot 326) as genuine and illustrated it. Hillyer 
Ryder was the successful bidder at $210 indicating his con- 
fidence in the coin. 

In 1914, the American Numismatic Society held an Ex- 
hibition at which virtually all American Colonial rarities 
were assembled and Hillyer Ryder loaned the Bushnell 
Shilling for that purpose. 42 After Ryder’s death in 1918, 
Thomas L. Elder in writing about the coin accepted it as 
genuine and noted that it was still in the Ryder family’s 
possession in 1941. 43 Shortly thereafter the Bushnell Shilling 
was acquired by F. C. C. Boyd, who, by adding the Wurtz- 
bach-Clarke collection to his other pieces, formed the most 
nearly complete cabinet of Massachusetts silver ever as- 
sembled. 

41 Phares O. Sigler, Coin Collector's Journal, Vol. 11, No. 5 (Sept.-Oct., 
1944), p. 119. 

42 American Numismatic Society Exhibition of United States and Colonial 
Coins (New York, 1914), p. 12 and Plate 7. 

43 Thomas L. Elder, “Recollections of an Old Collector,” Hobbies Maga- 
zine, Vol. 46 (March, 1941), p. 94; (Aug., 1941), p. 86. 
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The Bushnell shilling (Plate II) weighs 74.1 grains which 
conforms to the normal weight of other Massachusetts 
shillings. Neither of the dies are found on any other coin. 
The reverse die breaks on the coin are so extensive as to 
indicate that the reverse die shattered during that striking 
and was no longer usable. 

While the die cutting of the Bushnell shilling may be 
slightly superior to the cruder cutting of dies from which 
other Massachusetts silver are struck, one would expect such 
superiority in a pattern or in dies prepared by a more skillful 
diecutter. 

The Bushnell shilling has however a few very unusual 
characteristics which in the course of their explanation 
furnish the basis of determining its status. They are as 
follows : 

1. The scene of the Good Samaritan on the obverse is sur- 
rounded by a linear circle instead of the dotted circle. On 
the reverse the denomination and date are surrounded by a 
dotted circle. There would be no reason for a pair of dies to 
have two dissimilar types of circle construction. All Willow, 
Oak and Pine Tree coinage have dotted circles on both sides. 
As has been shown the Pembroke shilling had a linear circle 
around the scene of the Good Samaritan caused by the im- 
pression of the outer edge of the counterstamp and not as 
part of the design. The reverse of the Pembroke shilling 
being the normal Pine Tree type had a dotted circle. Since 
the Pembroke plates properly show a linear circle on the 
obverse and a dotted circle on the reverse, the inference can 
be drawn that because of this nonconformity the Bushnell 
shilling appears to be copied from the Pembroke drawing. 

38 


Digitized by 


Gck igle 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



The Secret of the Good Samaritan Shilling 


39 


2. There are four large dots spread over about 90 degrees 
to fill the enormous gap between the words MASATHV SETS 
and IN in the obverse legend. These dots are midway be- 
tween the inner circle and the edge. They are depressed and 
each contains one tiny crescent-shaped raised element. Al- 
though inexperienced diemakers can make errors in spacing 
legends, this gap is so unusual that a reason for the dis- 
crepancy should be sought. The illustration of the obverse 
of the Pembroke shilling in the Pembroke Plates (Plate I 
herein) shows the legend to be MAS followed by 16 equally 
spaced dots midway between the inner circle and the edge. 
These dots indicate unreadable portions of the legend on the 
Pembroke shilling and the coin itself bears out that fact. If 
a diemaker were copying this illustration and assumed that 
each of the 16 dots represented a missing letter or a punc- 
tuation mark then the legend of the Bushnell shilling could 
result. It was obvious from other Massachusetts coinage 
illustrated on the same plate that part of the missing legend 
was the completion of the word MASATHVSETS and the 
addition of the word IN, and its adjacent punctuation but 
there was no hint as to what the other four dots stood for. 
Therefore ATHVSETS . . . . : IN : apparently was added 
in place of the 16 dots to produce the Bushnell shilling obverse 
die. The colon before the word IN may be only a period as 
this area is weak and difficult to interpret due to obverse 
slippage which occurred when the reverse die broke and col- 
lapsed. No other reason can be assigned to the four large de- 
pressed dots on the Bushnell shilling except that they re- 
presented part of the missing legend which the diemaker 
thought was indicated by the Pembroke drawing. 

3. The Pembroke drawing of the reverse (Plate I) has 
seven dots to indicate the unreadable portions. If the illus- 
tration were being copied and the diemaker assumed that 
each dot represented a letter or punctuation mark then a 
guess at the missing portions would have to be made. The 
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legend on the adjacent Oak Tree sixpence on the Pembroke 
plates (See Plate V) would indicate that O: IN NEW could 
be properly substituted for the seven dots. If the legend 
on the drawing of the reverse of the adjacent Pine Tree 
shilling were being used to supply the unreadable portions, 
: DOM NEW consisting of eight elements instead of 
seven would have to be used. The seven element insertion 
seems to have been selected, making the reverse read 
IN NEWENGLAND-ANO: instead of NEWENGLAND- 
AN: DOM which would be the proper legend. This pro- 
duced the only shilling of any variety where the word IN 
was repeated by being in both the obverse legend and the 
reverse legend. There could be no purpose in so doing when 
the word DOM should have been used instead of IN on the 
reverse. The entire legend, reading MASATHVSETS IN IN 
NEW ENGLAND ANO 1652 XII is therefore meaningless. 
There is only one other known Massachusetts coin, the Oak 
Tree sixpence known as Noe 19 (Crosby 3-E) which has the 
word IN found in the legends on each side and this variety 
will be subsequently shown to be a spurious coin. (See 
Page 46 and Plate V). 

4. There is no separate outer circle on either obverse or 
reverse. The General Court of Massachusetts on October 19, 
1652, in order to prevent its coins from being clipped ordered 
all coinage to have “a double Ring on either side.” This 
Bushnell shilling is therefore in violation of that order as it 
has only the one inner circle on each side. It is interesting 
to note that the drawing of the Pembroke shilling on the 
Pembroke Plates also has no separate outer circle on either 
side, but merely a line outlining the edge of the coin. Thus if 
a diecutter were copying the Pembroke drawing the separate 
outer circles would be omitted because the illustration 
omitted them. Every other Willow, Oak or Pine Tree coin 
has separate outer circles on each side except the Oak Tree 
sixpence known as Noe 19 (Crosby 3-E) which also lacks 
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both separate outer circles and as stated in the previous 
paragraph will be subsequently shown to be a spurious coin. 
(See Plate V). 

5. The Bushnell shilling does not contain FAC SIMILE 
as the motto of the Good Samaritan. If the cutter of the dies 
of the Bushnell shilling was copying the Pembroke drawing 
and felt that FAC SIMILE meant reproduction, he would 
have eliminated this motto in order to produce the “original” 
and “genuine” shilling. This omission proves that the Pem- 
broke drawing was copied in order to produce the Bushnell 
shilling, since we have shown that the motto in the counter- 
stamp on the Pembroke shilling had an independent source 
related to the story of the Good Samaritan. 

6. The Bushnell shilling has the scene of the Good Sa- 
maritan on the obverse in spite of the fact that the General 
Court Order of October 19, 1652, provides that the inscrip- 
tion be “Massachusetts and a tree in the Center on one side 
and New England and the yeere of our lord on the other 
side.” This non-compliance might be possible if the Bushnell 
shilling were a pattern made prior to that order but it is un- 
likely that the legends and inner circles would be in com- 
pliance with the order and the device would not be. The 
determining factor, however, is that small shilling planchets 
and dies of the size used to make the Bushnell shilling were 
not used until about 1675. 44 Prior to that date the New 
England shillings and the Willow, Oak and Pine Tree 
shillings were on larger planchets and any pattern dies made 
prior to October 19, 1652, would have been made larger in 
diameter in order to strike larger planchets. 

From the foregoing points one can readily conclude that 
the Bushnell shilling was artificially prepared by a diemaker 
who copied the Pembroke illustration and filled in detail 
from adjacent coins. That diemaker was obviously un- 
familiar with actual specimens of Massachusetts silver 
44 The Pine Tree Coinage of Massachusetts, p. 7. 
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coinage. Above all he had no idea that FAC SIMILE was the 
motto of the Good Samaritan and thought that it was an 
indication that the Pembroke shilling was a reproduction of 
a genuine coin. The unusual features found on the Bushnell 
shilling could not have happened by coincidence if the Bush- 
nell shilling was made without knowledge of the Pembroke 
shilling or a drawing of it. It is amusing to realize that the 
motive to coin the deceiving Bushnell shilling would never 
have arisen if the motto, FAC SIMILE, had been properly 
translated and understood. 

The author would like to be a Good Samaritan in order to 
heal the hurt feelings caused in the course of the controversy 
on this subject. The souls of the Bushnell shilling and the 
Pembroke shilling will live forever. They may take their 
place as the most notorious and intriguing fabrications in 
American numismatics. 
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THOMAS WYATT'S REPRODUCTION 


Thomas Wyatt of New York was a lecturer as well as an 
editor and compiler of books on such varied subjects as con- 
chology, French history, religion, natural history, poetry, ge- 
ology and American military data. He enjoyed being called 
“Professor,” a title self-conf erred. His one numismatic vol- 
ume, published in 1854 on the subject of American military 
medals, had plates engraved by William L. Ormsby, the 
famous banknote engraver. 45 In 1856, Wyatt distributed re- 
productions of the Good Samaritan shilling along with seven 
other Massachusetts reproductions. 46 These coins may not 
have been intended to deceive collectors, but they were used 
for that purpose according to newspaper reports in Boston and 
New York. Wyatt even wrote on July 11, 1856, to Jeremiah 
Colburn, a coin dealer of Boston, that “I shall have in my 
possession, shortly, a fine specimen of the Good Samaritan.” 47 
The Wyatt reproductions are struck in silver (Plate IV). 
Apparently the diemaker, who was apparently not Wyatt 
himself, was unfamiliar with most of the coins as evidenced 
by the many errors made in the reproductions. It has been 
pointed out that the horizontal lines in the New England 
shilling and sixpence were copied by Wyatt’s diemaker from 
illustrations in Felt who in turn had copied Folkes’ erroneous 
drawing of them. The Pine Tree penny erroneously included 
by Folkes was copied by Felt and recopied for Wyatt. The 

45 Thomas Wyatt, A Description of the National Medals of America, pre- 
sented to the officers of the Wars of the Revolution and 1812. (New York, 1854). 
44 Richard D. Kenney, “Struck Copies of Early American Coins,” Coin 
Collector’s fournal, Vol. 19, No. 1 (Jan.-Feb., 1952), p. 1. 

47 Boston Transcript, Aug. 25, 1856; American fournal of Numismatics, 
Vol. VII, No. 1 (July, 1872), p. 4, Noe, The New England and Willow Tree 
Coinage of Massachusetts, p. 54; Noe, The Pine Tree Coinage of Massa- 
chusetts, p. 26. 
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Oak Tree twopence dated 1652 was an erroneous correction 
of either Felt or Folkes to correspond with the Folkes text. 
However, the Wyatt Oak Tree shilling and the Pine Tree 
sixpence were copied from actual coins as no drawings of 
these coins had been published. 

The obverse of Felt’s drawing of the Good Samaritan had 
deliberately omitted the motto, FAC SIMILE, and thus 
there was a similar omission on Wyatt’s reproduction. The 
major deviation of the Wyatt obverse die from either the 
Pembroke or Bushnell shillings or drawings of them is that 
a linear outer circle was added touching many of the letters. 
Felt showed no reverse for the Good Samaritan shilling and 
Wyatt did not have a separate reverse made. Instead the 
reverse of Wyatt’s Oak Tree shilling was used for the reverse 
of the Good Samaritan shilling. 

Wyatt, by virtue of the copies he had made, was not aware 
of the existence of the Bushnell shilling. By 1858, however, 
Taylor, who located the Bushnell shilling, was familiar with 
Wyatt’s copy of the Good Samaritan shilling since Taylor 
mentioned it in a letter to Bushnell. 

Edwin Bishop of New York later succeeded to Wyatt’s 
dies and restruck a few sets of reproductions in copper as 
well as silver. Either for amusement or because the Oak Tree 
shilling reverse die broke Bishop combined the Good Sa- 
maritan shilling obverse with the Oak Tree shilling obverse 
to make coins with two obverses (Plate IV). Finally, Bishop 
used these two obverse dies to overstrike an English guinea 
to produce the “fakest” coin in history. This gold overstrike 
has the distinction of being a unique muled restrike of a 
coined reproduction (Wyatt) of an erroneous drawing (Felt) 
copied from a partially conjured illustration (Folkes) of a 
genuine coin (Noe 25) spuriously count erstamped (Pembroke 
Shilling). It first appeared as Lot 1118 in the sale of Bishop’s 
collection on December 15, 1863, and reappeared in many 
subsequent sales. 
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THE OAK TREE SIXPENCE NOE ig 

One variety of the Oak Tree Sixpence, known as Noe 19 48 
and Crosby 3-E, is first described by Crosby and is illus- 
trated on Plate V herein. Neither the obverse or reverse 
dies from which Noe 19 was struck are found on any other 
known coin, making them a completely independent pair 
of dies. 

A photograph of this variety of sixpence has never been 
heretofore published. Crosby used a drawing and both Noe 
and the Standard Catalogue of United States Coins copied 
that drawing. Noe after an extensive search through many 
collections of Massachusetts silver was not able to find this 
variety to photograph. In 1956, the author located a speci- 
men in England which coin is now in the collection of the 
American Numismatic Society. Since that time two other 
specimens have been located, so that there are now only 
three known. These examples of Noe 19 substantially exceed 
in weight the authorized weight of the Massachusetts six- 
pence. They weigh 46.5 grains, 52 grains and 39 grains. 
Since the official weight of the sixpence was designated at 
36 grains by virtue of the Massachusetts General Court Order 
of June 11, 1652, that “every shilling shall be of due weight, 
viz. three penny troy weight and all other peeces proportion- 
ately” it is clear that these coins are far beyond the range of 
tolerance. No specimen of any variety of New England, 
Willow Tree, Oak Tree or Pine Tree sixpence has been located 
which weighs as much as 36 grains, except a unique Oak Tree 
sixpence pattern (Noe 15) struck over a shilling. No shilling 
of any variety has been located which weighs as much as 
80 grains, as virtually all of them are less than 73 grains. The 
48 The Oak Tree Coinage of Massachusetts, pp. 9, 10, 19 and Plate IV. 
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weights of these normal coins indicate that John Hull and 
his co-workers did not make substantial errors of weight 
against their own interests. Suspicion is therefore cast upon 
the genuineness of the specimens of Noe 19. 

A study of the details of Noe 19 reveals the following 
major deviations from the normal series of Massachusetts 
silver : 

1. Although there is adequate space outside the legend, no 
outer ring of dots is found on either the obverse or the re- 
verse. Such circles of dots were required by the General 
Court Order, dated October 19, 1652, and are found on every 
other Willow Tree, Oak Tree and Pine Tree variety of each 
denomination except the Bushnell Good Samaritan shilling 
which has heretofore been shown to be artificial. An Oak 
Tree sixpence without outer circles is such a clear violation 
of the court order that it cannot be excused as a diemaker's 
error or a pattern. Adding outer circles would have been 
very easy to correct if a mistake were made on the dies. 

2. The obverse and the reverse legends do not correlate. 
The obverse reads MASATHVSETS IN and the reverse 
reads IN NEWENGLAND : ANO : , the word IN being un- 
necessarily repeated. The fact that IN is found on both 
sides of the coin seems unusual, particularly because the 
obverse and reverse dies have matching characteristics such 
as the style of lettering and the small dots. This repetition of 
the word IN is found on the Bushnell Good Samaritan 
shilling also. The word IN is on the obverse of every other 
Massachusetts piece where the word IN is used at all except 
on one other variety of the Oak Tree sixpence known as 
Noe 16 (Crosby 6-F). This exception has the IN on the re- 
verse only and is described hereafter. 

3. The base of the tree is shown encircled by a line re- 
sembling a coiled serpent, an artistic treatment of the roots 
differing from the crude root designation found on all other 
known varieties of Massachusetts silver with the tree design. 
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In the Pembroke illustrations published in 1746 and here- 
tofore described on page 3 herein there is a drawing of an 
Oak Tree sixpence in pars 4 tabula 14 which is virtually 
similar to Noe 19 and is illustrated on Plate V hereof. It is 
the only Massachusetts sixpence illustrated in the Pembroke 
plates. Folkes illustrated only a Pine Tree sixpence, and 
the Oak Tree sixpence shown in the Pembroke plates is 
not found in the illustrations of Snelling, Ruding or Felt 
who copied their predecessors drawings to a great extent 
with respect to Massachusetts silver coinage. Since no iden- 
tical specimen to the coin illustrated in the Pembroke plates 
seems to exist its characteristics should be compared with 
the varieties most closely resembling it, namely, Noe 19 and 
Noe 16. 

Noe 19 is only different from the Pembroke drawing in a 
minor degree. It can be noticed that the serpentine coil 
around the tree base is evident in each of them. The branches 
on the tree are the same and an independent branch arises 
from the ground and bends abruptly to the right. There is no 
outer circle of dots on either side of either of them. The 
diagonal of the last N in NEWEN GLAND is reversed on the 
Pembroke illustration but not on Noe 19. The IN is repeated 
on the obverse and reverse of the Pembroke drawing as well 
as Noe 19, but the position of IN on the obverse of the Pem- 
broke illustration is between 7 and 8 o’clock while on Noe 19 
the IN is between 5 and 6 o’clock. The position of MASA- 
THVSETS on the Pembroke drawing begins at 9 o’clock 
and ends at 6 o’clock while the same word on Noe 19 begins 
at 8 o’clock and ends at 4 o'clock. The differences appear in- 
consequential. 

The Oak Tree sixpence known as Noe 16 (Plate V) also 
has many similarities to the Pembroke drawing. The obverse 
of Noe 16 contains the legend MASATHVSETS ;*•*• and does 
not have the word IN. The first S is small and tilts right 
exactly as the same letter does in the Pembroke drawing. 
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The M in MASATHVSETS is at 9 o’clock both on Noe 16 
and the Pembroke drawing and the final S is at 6 o’clock on 
both. Each S in MASATHVSETS has different character- 
istics, Noe 16 and the Pembroke drawing being alike in 
these respects. The first S is narrower than it should be in 
comparison with each adjacent A and at the base it is 
narrower than any other S. The second S is distant from V 
and the final S tilts to the right. The E is distant from the 
adjacent T in both Noe 16 and the Pembroke drawing. The 
coincidence of these characteristics is not accidental. 

The reverse of Noe 16 and the drawing have identical let- 
tering in the same position. The Pembroke drawing, how- 
ever, has two colons as punctuation whereas the reverse of 
Noe 16 has a period and a rosette of seven dots. The last N 
in NEWENGLAND in the Pembroke drawing has its diag- 
onal stroke reversed whereas the same N in Noe 16 has its 
diagonal in proper position. 

In the best specimen of Noe 16 which could be found by 
Noe for illustration, the obverse was poorly struck because 
of a die flaw or break, the reverse being clear and strong. On 
the Noe plates, as well as on the Wurtzbach plates, 49 the 
roots cannot be discerned on this variety. If, therefore, there 
was in the Pembroke collection, a specimen of Noe 16 which 
was not struck clearly on the obverse in the area around the 
rosette and around the roots, it is entirely possible that 
Haym, the engraver of the Pembroke plates, had to guess the 
balance of the legend and the device. The space between the 
M and the last S of MASATHVSETS is sufficient for the 
word IN and the illustrator could readily notice the IN in 
the Massachusetts Pine Tree shilling he was also drawing. It 
was therefore logical for him to use IN to fill the space if the 
rosette could not be seen. Likewise, the illustrator would be 
obliged to draw imaginative roots if they were not discern- 

49 Photographs of Massachusetts Colonial Silver Collection of Carl Wurtz- 
bach (Pittsfield, Massachusetts, 1937). 
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able. In that way the serpentine line coiled around the base 
of the tree might have been created. It is remarkable that 
Haym in trying to be reliable left evidence that the sixpence 
he was drawing was not fully legible. A careful examination 
of the Haym’s illustration of the Pembroke sixpence shows 
that the IN on the obverse is dotted in and not cut in with 
continuous lines as is the case in all other lettering in the 
other varieties of Massachusetts silver. Haym unequivocally 
indicated by the use of dotting that he was doubtful as to 
what was in the 7 to 8 o’clock position on the obverse. 

The outer rings of dots are barely discemable on either 
side of any Noe 16 variety. Likewise on most specimens the 
roots and the area where the rosette was struck are generally 
not discernable. Since there is proof by the dotted IN that 
the rosette area was not clear we can conclude that the 
differences between Noe 16 and the Pembroke drawing are 
entirely justifiable because they could not have been seen 
and had to be assumed. The balance of Noe 16 conforms so 
closely to the Pembroke illustration in all major particulars 
that the obvious conclusion is that the Pembroke drawing 
was copied from a very mediocre specimen of Noe 16. 

The next problem is to try to eliminate the possibility 
that the drawing was copied from a specimen of Noe 19. At 
the Pembroke sale in 1848 the Massachusetts sixpence was 
not separately described, but its weight was given as 35.7 
grains. Since the known specimens of Noe 19 are far heavier 
than the weight of the Pembroke sixpence which is normal, 
there would have to be another Noe 19. This other Noe 19 
would also have to have an unreadable portion where the 
assumed IN was dotted in and this portion of the known 
pieces of that variety is strong. The chance that an unknown 
Noe 19 had a weakness in the identical place where Noe 16 
has a weakness is negligible. The drawing therefore could not 
have been made from a specimen of Noe 19. 

If the Pembroke drawing of the Oak Tree sixpence were 
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being subsequently copied by a diemaker knowing little 
about Massachusetts coins all the innocent mistakes made by 
Haym would be copied also. The reversed diagonal of the 
last N in ENGLAND however was assumed by the diecutter 
of Noe 19 to be a common error which anyone engraving a 
plate might readily make. His assumption was correct as no 
Oak Tree sixpence or any other sixpence has an N with a 
reversed diagonal. Therefore the diecutter of Noe 19 corrected 
the mistake. 

The conclusion therefore is inescapable that a mediocre 
specimen of a Noe 16 Oak Tree sixpence in the Pembroke 
collection was the basis of Haym’s drawing and that the 
Noe 19 Oak Tree sixpence was a subsequent artificial coin 
copied from that drawing. 

The Oak Tree sixpence known as Noe 19 must therefore 
be transferred from a classification as genuine to that of a 
fabrication and is redesignated as Noe OC. 
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A PINE TREE SHILLING OF SIMILAR ORIGIN 


Since the Pembroke illustrations stimulated the produc- 
tion of the Bushnell Good Samaritan Shilling and Oak Tree 
sixpence Noe 19, there is a possibility that other coins on 
the Pembroke plate were copied. 

A Pine Tree shilling recently located in England has an 
obverse and a reverse different from all published or known 
varieties and is illustrated on Plate VI hereof. It weighs 
97.7 grams which is far heavier than the official weight of 
72 grains. As has been stated heretofore the Massachusetts 
Mint was very careful as to the weight of issues. That the one 
known example is so far overweight creates suspicion. 

An examination of this new Pine Tree shilling brings out 
one unusual variation from other Massachusetts coinage. 
The top of the first number in the date is bifurcated so that 
it somewhat resembles a Y instead of an I. A glance at both 
the Pembroke and Folkes illustrations of the Pine Tree 
Shilling (Plate VI) shows the identical bifurcation. There 
is no other variety of any denomination of Massachusetts 
coin which has any bifurcated I in the date. Again the 
problem arises as to whether the coin was copied from the 
drawings or the drawings from the coin. 

The legend, punctuation and general layout of the Pem- 
broke and Folkes drawings resemble the Pine Tree shilling 
variety Noe 1 (Crosby 12-I) which is illustrated on Plate VI 
herein. On the obverse of Noe 1 the second and third lower 
limbs on the left are joined on one branch. On the reverse 
there are colons before and after AN. These distinctive 
features are found only on Noe 1 and are also present on both 
the Pembroke and Folkes drawings. The Folkes drawing re- 
sembles Noe 1 so closely as to the shape of the tree and its 
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roots and saplings that it is clearly copied from a specimen 
of Noe i. The earlier Pembroke drawing although much 
cruder cannot be copied from any other known variety be- 
cause it has the distinctive features above noted as well as 
the bifurcated I in the date. The problem therefore is how 
the bifurcation could be drawn by two different engravers 
unless it existed. 

An examination of other specimens of Noe i shows a die 
break which develops at the top of the I of the date first 
toward the 6 and later to the left (Plate VI). Finally this 
break obliterates the entire top of the I. If the specimen 
which Pembroke had and the specimen which Folkes copied 
had the die break developed to look like a bifurcation it 
would have been so copied. Of the large Pine Tree shillings 
Noe i is the most common because the dies must have had 
long endurance. If two coins from the same general period 
in the life of the dies were the basis for the Pembroke and 
the Folkes drawings the bifurcation could be present on both. 
If the top of the I was obliterated in the coin which Folkes 
illustrated he or those who finished his plate could have 
copied the Pembroke drawing in that respect. 

Snelling although illustrating the same variety drew the 
top of the I properly because he had an example without the 
die break to work from. Ruding used Folkes’ plates and Felt 
blindly copied Folkes’ plates to continue the bifurcation 
error. 

A comparison of the Pembroke and Folkes drawings with 
Noe i and the newly located variety show the following: 



New 

Variety 

Noe 1 

Pembroke 

Folkes 

Dots in obverse rosette 

8 

7 

7 

8 

Dots in reverse rosette 

9 

9 

7 

9 

Dots in obverse inner circle 

63 

77 

42 

59 

Dots in reverse inner circle 

53 

74 

53 

78 
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These figures prove that the drawings are unreliable for 
minor detail. 

There is however a detail on the tree in the newly located 
shilling which is indicative. There are seven branches on 
each side of the tree, all originating at the trunk. On the left 
side the third branch has two points of origin, a normal 
horizontal one and another gradually rising from a much 
lower point. An examination of the Pembroke illustration 
discloses one gradually rising limb connecting the second 
and third branches on the left to the trunk. The third branch 
on the drawing has no independent horizontal connection to 
the trunk. 

It appears from the new shilling that the diemaker at first 
cut the third branch on the left so as to have an angular 
connection to the trunk following the Pembroke drawing and 
then was dissatisfied with its appearance and gave the third 
branch a horizontal connection too. This proves the new 
variety was copied from the Pembroke drawing because if 
the drawing were copied from the new variety the horizontal 
third branch connection to the trunk would be shown. While 
the Folkes drawing is similar to the Pembroke drawing as to 
this point the juncture of the second and third branch is 
almost at the trunk. 

The new Pine Tree shilling therefore joins the Bushnell 
Good Samaritan shilling and the Oak Tree sixpence Noe 19 
as being fabrications based upon the Pembroke drawings. It 
should be designated as Noe PQ. 
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THE SOURCE OF THE FABRICATIONS 
MADE FROM DRAWINGS 


Thomas Wyatt was not alone in having struck copies of 
Massachusetts pieces. He at least did not personally attempt 
to sell his pieces as genuine. The dangerous fabricator is the 
one who has only a few specimens struck from a fabricated 
die and sells them as part of a collection or a newly found 
hoard. The false New England sixpences, threepences, etc., 50 
in the sale on December 5, 1871, of the collection of 
Dr. Charles Clay of Manchester, England, were allegedly 
found in a hoarded mass. The Bushnell Good Samaritan 
shilling was according to Taylor’s letter to Bushnell acquired 
in a group of rare English coins. The famous 1650 Pine 
Tree shilling fabrications were allegedly found in a lot of 
silver bought from an old person in New Hampshire. 51 

Fabricated coins were not necessarily made to be sold at 
high prices. They were often produced to help sell the balance 
of a group of coins or merely coined for devilment. 

The Bushnell shilling first appeared in England in 1858 ; at 
least two of the three known Noe 19 Oak Tree sixpences 
were found in England; W. E. Woodward describes a speci- 
men of Noe 19 (Lot 1908, April 28, 1863 sale) as a counterfeit 
of English origin; and the newly located Pine Tree shilling 
(Noe PQ) was also first seen in England. The emphasis on 
England cannot be disregarded. It has been shown that the 


80 Noe, The New England and Willow Tree Coinages of Massachusetts, p. 55 ; 
John J. Ford, Jr., ‘‘Untraced Curiosities in the American Colonial Series,” 
Numismatic Review, Vol. 4, No. 2-4 (April-October, 1947); See lots 2 and 
3 of the sale of the Peter Geschwend collection on June 15, 1908, catalogued 
by Thomas L. Elder; Mason’s Monthly Coin Collectors’ Magazine (Phila- 
delphia, Jan., 1872), Vol. 6, No. 1, p. 12. 

61 Crosby, p. 63. 
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interest in the sale of the Pembroke shilling in 1848 in 
England stimulated discussion concerning it and the “origi- 
nal” Bushnell shilling was available by 1858. Within that 
period the fabricator should be found. 

The most notorious forger of coins in nineteenth century 
England was Singleton, a man about whom almost nothing 
is known, not even his first name. In Sotheby’s sale in July, 
1839, he is described as “the now well-known dealer, whose 
sanctified appearance and deceptive demeanour, have but 
too well enabled him to succeed in disposing of his forgeries 
as genuine, and by so doing injure the science of numismatics 
and defraud the unwary.” 52 Singleton used the alias, Dr. 
James Edwards, of Waterford, Ireland, in 1840 in selling 
coins in Plymouth, England, and sometimes used the name 
James. 63 Silver coins of England, Scotland, etc. were being 
profusely counterfeited in 1849 an d offered for sale in a shop 
in London 54 apparently by Singleton. In 1848, it was said 
that there were only two counterfeiters striking rare coins in 
England, Singleton and Emery, but Emery specialized in 
English gold coins and died in 1850. 55 Singleton apparently 
was the only rare coin fabricator operating in England after 
1850, although the date of his death or his withdrawal from 
operations is unknown. 

There are other American fabrications of the period which 
can be attributed to Singleton. Forgeries of a United States 
1796 half-cent, and a Charles Carroll medal are known as 
Edwards’ copies. 56 Dr. Francis S. Edwards, an English 
doctor and coin collector who moved to New York and died 

52 Leonard Forrer, Biographical Dictionary of Medallists (London, 1904- 
16), Vol. II, p. 533. 

53 Numismatic Chronicle, Vol. II (1840), p. 256. 

54 Numismatic Chronicle, Vol. XI (1849), P- I ® 5 - 

55 Gentlemen's Magazine, Vol. 184 (July, 1848), p. 2; The Literary Gazette 
and Journal (London, 1848), p. 381. 

54 Richard D. Kenney, "Struck Copies of Early American Coins,” Coin 
Collector’s Journal, Vol. 19, No. 1 (Jan.-Feb., 1952), p. n. 
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there in 1865, was the source of these counterfeits according 
to Attinelli’s following statement : 

To him was attributed the appearance of several counterfeit pieces 
of rare American coins and medals which, though extremely well 
executed, were quickly detected . 57 

However, Woodward indicates in his April, 1866 catalogue 
as to the 1796 half-cent fabrication that he does not believe 
Dr. Francis S. Edwards’ statement that the twelve pieces 
and the die were bought by Edwards in London. Dr. Francis 
S. Edwards is not the same person as the alias Dr. James 
Edwards, which was used by Singleton. Yet Singleton prob- 
ably made the counterfeits which Dr. Francis S. Edwards 
distributed in America, particularly because the die was 
brought with the coins. 

Since the fabricator of the three pieces of Massachusetts 
silver heretofore discussed was not familiar with specimens 
of the coinage, and worked from the Pembroke illustrations, 
this points to an English diecutter rather than to an Amer- 
ican as the latter would have had the coins more readily 
available and would have copied from Felt’s more recent 
book as Wyatt did rather than a 1746 publication. Some 
might feel that Wyatt’s diecutter could have made these 
Massachusetts silver fabrications, but the fact that Wyatt 
had the same types of coins made for his own purposes would 
indicate that another source were involved. 

The evidence indicates that Singleton was the most likely 
person to have made the Bushnell shilling, the Noe 19 Oak 
Tree sixpence, and the Noe PQ Pine Tree shilling and that 
they were struck in England between 1848 and 1858. 

57 E. J. Attinelli, Numisgraphics (New York, 1876), p. 42. 
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UNLISTED FABRICATIONS 


Noe described in detail and illustrated struck copies of 
Pine Tree coinage, but except for some Wyatt imitations did 
not attempt to illustrate or describe the struck copies of the 
other issues of Massachusetts silver. Because of the diffi- 
culties caused by the steady reappearance of fabrications an 
attempt is made herein to include those which Noe did not 
describe and illustrate. 

The fabrications in this monograph are each represented 
by two letters so that they may complement and not conflict 
with Noe’s single letter designation of fabrications in the 
Pine Tree Series. The first letter represents the series, such 
as N for New England, O for Oak Tree and P for Pine Tree. 
W would be used as the first letter for Willow Tree if any 
were found. The second letter is arbitrary except in the Pine 
Tree series where letters not used by Noe have been selected. 

All of the Wyatt coinage except the Good Samaritan 
shilling and the New England sixpence are illustrated by 
Noe on Plate II of The New England and Willow Tree Coin- 
ages of Massachusetts and Plates VII, VIII, and XI of The 
Pine Tree Coinage of Massachusetts. 

The Wyatt Good Samaritan shilling and the New England 
sixpence are illustrated herein on Plates IV and VII so that 
illustrations of all Wyatt’s coinage are available in Noe’s 
publications, or herein . 58 

Since all other fabrications are being given a designation, 
it seems desirable to include those from the Wyatt series 


58 “Struck Copies of Early American Coins,’’ by Richard D. Kenney, 
contains illustrations of all of the Wyatt die varieties; except the Pine 
Tree twopence combination. 

57 
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which do not have Noe numbers. The revised Wyatt series 
designations may be as follows: 

NA Wyatt New England Shilling 

NB Wyatt New England Sixpence 

OA Wyatt 1652 Oak Tree Shilling 

L Wyatt 1652 Pine Tree Sixpence 

M Wyatt 1652 Pine Tree Threepence 
OB Wyatt 1652 Oak Tree Twopence 
N Wyatt 1652 Pine Tree Twopence (a muling) 

O Wyatt 1652 Pine Tree Penny 

GS Wyatt 1652 Good Samaritan Shilling 
GO Muling of Wyatt Good Samaritan and Wyatt 
Oak Tree Shilling obverse dies 

The copies of Massachusetts silver produced by C. Wyllys 
Betts when he was a student at Yale 69 are too crude to con- 
sider as they were hot rolled between negatives made out of 
smoothed-off copper coins. He also produced a silver sixpence 
weighing 46J grains with NH CON MAS PLY RI surround- 
ing NE on the obverse and NEW ENGLAND VI surround- 
ing 1686 on the reverse. 

Fabrications undoubtedly exist in addition to those listed 
by Noe or herein and there may be others to beware of in the 
future. It is hoped, however, that those described will sim- 
plify the recognition of genuine pieces after electrotypes and 
casts of genuine coins have been rejected. 

NEW ENGLAND SERIES 

In order to recognize fabrications of the New England 
series it seems desirable to describe briefly the method used 
in striking the genuine pieces. At the Massachusetts Mint 
planchets for New England silver were struck with punches 

59 See Addenda to John F. McCoy Sale (W. E. Woodward, cataloguer), 
held May 17, 1864 Edouard Frossard, “Fabrication,” Numisma, Vol. 2, 
No. 2 (March 1878) ; Comment following Lot 587 of Edouard Frossard Sale 
No. 104 held January 9, 1891. 
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which did not extend beyond the depressed outline sur- 
rounding the NE or the denomination. Only one of these 
punches would be used while the planchet was held on a flat 
base. Then the second punch would be used after the coin was 
turned over on its horizontal axis in order to avoid crushing 
the impression of the first punch by the use of the second 
punch. The genuine New England pieces therefore have their 
punch marks about i8o° offset and never back to back. 

The Wyatt copies of the New England shilling and six- 
pence are struck at one time from a pair of dies which 
covered the full size of the planchet and often show portions 
of the circumferential line surrounding the field of striated 
horizontal lines. These Wyatt fabrications have the NE and 
the denomination back to back. Even though the field of 
striated lines has been buffed off or otherwise tooled, Wyatt 
pieces are nevertheless distinguishable because of the back to 
back juxtaposition of the imitated punch marks. The striated 
lines in the field were copied from Felt’s erroneous plate of 
1839 which in turn was copied from the erroneous drawing 
found on Folkes’ Plate XXX published in 1763. The earlier 
Pembroke illustration of the New England shilling, published 
in 1746, was accurate in not having striations in the field. 

The New England silver pieces in the sale of Dr. Charles 
Clay on November 21, 1871, consisting of three genuine 
shillings (Lots 63, 64 and 65), Wyatt copies of a shilling and 
sixpence (Lots 66 and 74), two fabricated sixpences (Lots 67 
and 68), three fabricated threepences (Lots 69, 70 and 71), 
and three coins artificially counterstamped with a false NE 
(Lots 72, 73 and 75). 

These forgeries were recognized at the time but reappeared 
subsequently in other sales. 60 They are herein described as 
Fabrications NG, NM and NQ. 


80 John J. Ford, Jr., “Untraced Curiosities in the American Colonial Series,” 
Numismatic Review, Vol. 4, No. 2-4 (April-Oct., 1947), p. 93. 
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Fabrication NC 

New England shilling with the left upright of the N in 
the form of a sweeping concave curve joining the top of the 
diagonal at its upper left corner instead of joining the diag- 
onal below its top. The bottom of the outline of the NE 
punch is convex instead of straight. The punches are im- 
properly back to back. The John J. Ford specimen is slightly 
overweight at 73 £ grains and is illustrated on Plate VII. 
The dies for this piece were cut by the makers of the dies for 
New England sixpence designated as Fabrication NH as 
indicated by the similarity of the shape of the NE. 

Fabrication ND 

New England shilling first described in 1911 by Henry 
Chapman 61 having a raised line instead of a punch depression 
surrounding the NE and the XII. The left upright of the N 
is in the form of an arc of a circle and joins the diagonal at 
its top end instead of joining the diagonal below its upper 
end. The E tilts to the right. The X in XII is very narrow. 
The punch marks are 180° apart. A specimen from the Chase 
Manhattan Bank collection is illustrated on Plate VII 
herein and weighs 60 grains. The dies for this piece were cut 
by the maker of the dies for New England sixpence desig- 
nated as Fabrication NJ as indicated by the raised line 
around the punch marks. 

Fabrication NF 

1665 Massachusetts, New England Colony shilling with 
the obverse legend M + NE COL + surrounding a 10 pointed 
star and the reverse legend XII PENCE 1665 in three 
lines. This completely spurious fraud illustrated on Plate 
VIII is struck in silver and weighs 81 grains. It is also found 

61 The Numismatist, Vol. 24 (Nov., 1911), p. 405 and Vol. 25 (Jan., 1912), 
P-5- 
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in copper. Its existence was commented upon in many 
W. E. Woodward sales which placed its origin as Hillsboro, 
New Hampshire. 

Fabrication NG 

The New England sixpence from the Clay sale has the NE 
in a rectangular depression with rounded corners instead of 
a depression corresponding to the shape of the NE. Crosby, 
on his Plate II-25 illustrated Lot 67 which weighs 36 grains. 
The other specimen, Lot 68, represented on Plate VII herein 
weighs only 28 grains. Both coins are from the same pair of 
punches in spite of statements to the contrary in the Clay 
catalogue. Both are now in the collection of the American 
Numismatic Society. 

Fabrication NH 

New England sixpence with the left upright of the N in 
the form of a sweeping concave curve joining the upper end 
of the diagonal at the upper left corner instead of joining 
the diagonal below its upper end. The I of VI is tilted to the 
right almost being parallel to the right side of the V. The 
punches are improperly back to back. The W. B. Osgood 
Field specimen in the American Numismatic Society col- 
lection weighs 30.3 grains and is illustrated on Plate VII 
herein. The Maurice Gould specimen weighs 35 grains and 
has slight evidence of edge reeding still remaining from the 
more modern coin used as a planchet for this fabrication. 

Fabrication N J 

New England sixpence with a raised line instead of a 
punch depression surrounding the NE and the VI. The diag- 
onal stroke of the N is erroneously from upper right to lower 
left. The frame around NE is rectangular rather than fol- 
lowing the shape of the NE. The punch marks are 180 0 
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apart. This coin was first described in 1911 by Henry Chap- 
man. 61 The author’s specimen weighs 31.5 grains. This is a 
companion piece to New England shilling Fabrication ND. 

Fabrication NK 

New England sixpence in which the punch depression 
fails to follow the outline of the NE at the top and runs in a 
straight line across that portion. The VI is double-struck. 
A specimen formerly in the University of Pennsylvania col- 
lection weighs 29.5 grains and is illustrated on Plate VII 
herein. The round planchet is peculiarly clipped off in a 
straight line at the top of each punch mark. The punch marks 
are about 150° apart. The texture of the silver is much more 
uniform than the genuine New England coinage. 

Fabrication NL 

The New England sixpence described and illustrated in 
The New England and Willow Tree Coinages of Massachusetts 
(p. 8 and Plate II— 4) should be removed from a classification 
as genuine to that of a fabrication. It is overweight at 
38.3 grains and its NE is much too thin and delicate. Above 
all, its NE and VI punches are back to back, contrary to the 
striking practice employed at the Massachusetts Mint. Al- 
though the coin is badly scraped and worn, the punch marks, 
strangely enough, are sharp and unblemished. No other 
specimen bearing the impression of either the obverse or re- 
verse punch is known. It is possible that this variety is a 
carefully tooled Wyatt New England sixpence since the latter 
is far overweight, also has punches back to back, and is the 
same diameter and has a similar layout for the NE and 
the VI. 

Fabricated Counter stamp NM 

The counterstamp NE used on the coins designated as 
Lots 72, 73 and 75 of the Clay sale is the same die punch 
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used to make the sixpence in the Clay sale referred to as 
Fabrication NG herein. 

Lot 75 has the same NE counterstamp on the obverse of 
a genuine Pine Tree shilling, Noe 1. This coin, weighing 67.9 
grains, is in theNorweb collection and is illustrated on Plate 
VIII herein. 

Fabrication NQ 

New England threepence from the Clay sale having the 
NE erroneously in a rectangular depression with rounded 
corners. Crosby, in his Plate II-26, illustrated Lot 69 which 
weighs 24 grains. Lots 70 and 71, weighing 24 grains and 
18 grains, respectively, are in the collection of the American 
Numismatic Society, the former being illustrated on Plate 
VII herein. All three are from the same pair of dies in spite 
of the statement to the contrary in the Clay catalogue. 

Fabrication NR 

New England threepence on which the outline of the 
reverse punch is octagonal instead of being rectangular as are 
the reverse punches of each denomination. It is about 20 % 
overweight at 21.4 grains and has its punches improperly 
back to back. It is illustrated on Plate VII herein. It was 
obtained by W. B. Osgood Field at the same time as he 
acquired Fabrication NH and is now in the American Numis- 
matic Society collection. 

OAK TREE SERIES 

The fabrications of the Oak Tree coinage only seem to 
include the following: 

Wyatt Oak Tree Shilling (Noe OA) 

1652 Wyatt Oak Tree twopence (Noe OB) 

Oak Tree sixpence (Noe 19) (redesignated as Noe OC) 
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PINE TREE SERIES 

Noe’s detail on fabrications and reproductions is further 
supplemented as follows : 

Fabrication Noe I 

Pine Tree shilling fabrication, Noe I (Crosby 25-T), has 
never been accurately illustrated although it was discussed 
on page 46 of Noe’s The Pine Tree Coinage of Massachusetts. 
In Dickeson’s American Numismatic Manual, it is drawn on 
Supplementary Plate XX and this drawing is included by 

Noe on his Plate VIII. The spelling of MASSA S with 

the double S is distinctive as is the omission of AN DOM (or 
any abbreviation thereof) on the reverse of a shilling. The 
American Numismatic Society’s specimen is illustrated on 
Plate VIII herein. It is slightly clipped but not to the 
extent necessary to account for its short weight of 39 grains 
compared to a 72 grain standard. 

Fabrication PQ 

Pine Tree shilling described and discussed on pages 51-3 
and illustrated on Plate VI herein. 

Fabrication PR 

Pine Tree shilling with its tree being a direct copy of 
Noe i. 62 Each side of the tree has seven branches and all 
originate at the trunk except the third lowest branch on the 
left which originates on the branch below. The shape of the 
tree, the number of branches, the forks on the branches, the 
direction of the roots and most significantly, the origin of 
the third lowest branch are also characteristics of Pine Tree 
shilling Noe 1. The areas closely surrounding the tree, the 
lettering and the rings of dots are depressed from the general 

82 Kenneth Bressett, “Pine Tree Shilling Variety,” The Numismatist, 
Vol. 68 (Jan., 1955), p. 26. 
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level of the field instead of being on the same level. The 
two known specimens are both heavily clipped. Even if the 
missing areas were assumed to cover the maximum diameter 
of a large size Pine Tree shilling planchet their original 
weights would only have been 58 and 56 grains respectively 
instead of 72 grains, assuming uniform thickness. The Chase 
Manhattan Bank specimen only weighs 30.5 grains and the 
Norweb specimen weighing 34.1 grains is illustrated on Plate 
VIII herein. 

Fabrication PS 

Bright and new Pine Tree shilling with obverse and re- 
verse copied from Noe 1. The tree on the obverse has no 
roots projecting below the base as Noe 1 has. The obverse 
legend is punctuated with a colon and a double colon instead 
of with a period and a rosette of 7 dots. The rosette on the 
reverse has 8 dots instead of 9. The artificial die break cut 
from the top of the 1 over to the 6 in the date is horizontal 
instead of rising to the right and is too uniform in width. The 
Bressett specimen is overweight at 88.4 grains. 

Fabrication PT 

Pine Tree shilling of the small type with a U instead of 
a V in MASATHUSETS. The left end of the tree roots cut 
into the inner circle of dots. On the reverse the top of each 
A is open whereas on the obverse they are closed. On the re- 
verse the first D is much larger than the second D. The 
Picker specimen weighs 61.5 grains and is illustrated on 
Plate VIII herein. 
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UNLISTED GENUINE MASSACHUSETTS SILVER 


Since the publication of Noe’s three monographs covering 
the classification of Massachusetts silver coinage, some un- 
listed genuine major varieties and subvarieties have been 
noticed. The new major varieties include one New England 
type, one Willow Tree type and one Oak Tree type. The sub- 
varieties are distinctive transitional die states between listed 
combinations of the same pair of dies. Noe assigned separate 
numbers to different states of the same pair of dies whenever 
a major change resulted from die recutting, die breakage, or 
die failure and therefore the additional transitional states 
described herein are designated with intervening decimals. 

New Noe numbers are assigned to the following: 

New England Shilling , Noe I-D. 

New England shilling first illustrated in the sale of the 
Allison W. Jackman collection 63 and shown on Plate IX 
herein. The weight of this piece is normal at 71 grains. 

Obverse: The same punch as Noe 1 with the thin line die 
defect or die break extending from the top of the serif on the 
center stroke of the E to the bottom of the top stroke of 
the E. 

Reverse : The depressed rectangular panel is smaller than 
any other variety. The upper left corner of X touches the 
perimeter of the panel. The lower right corner of X touches 
the adjacent I. The punch used for this reverse seems to be 
a recutting of Noe reverse A as the elements of XII are in the 
same position. The punch seems to have been filed down on 
all four sides, thereby reducing the panel size. 

83 Lot 2 of sale held June 28, 1918 (Henry Chapman, cataloguer). 
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A second specimen from the same dies is known 64 with 
part of its reverse double struck in such a way that a splinter- 
like sliver breaks the right side of the frame and the second 
I is very irregular. 

Willow Tree Shilling, Noe 2- A 

Noe obverse 2 is combined with Noe reverse A forming a 
new combination of known dies. The American Numismatic 
Society’s specimen weighs 67.7 grains and is illustrated on 
Plate IX herein. 

The Norweb collection specimen weighs 69.5 grains. 

Oak Tree Threepence, Noe 35 

Obverse: The legend reads MASATHVSETS- IN - and has 
no rosette. The IN is part of the obverse legend similar to 
the obverse legend in Noe 23. The trunk of the tree has 4 
vertical lines intersected by two cross lines rising from left 
to right. 

Reverse: The same reverse as Noe 28, but with a die break 
running from the top of the rosette to the top of the D to the 
outer circle of dots. 

The former Stack specimen, weighing 16.5 grains, is illus- 
trated on Plate IX herein. 

The Norweb specimen, weighing 14.2 grains, is holed. 

Oak Tree Shilling, Noe 13.3 

Oak Tree shillings Noe 13 and 14 are from the same pair 
of dies and differ only by extensive recutting. In the course 
of their transition from one state to the other there are 
intervening states. The first recutting shows that the obverse 
differs from the obverse of Noe 13 by having shaggy instead 
of bare branches on the tree, by the top of the second S 
having a serif and by the crossbar of the second T being 

64 Lot 2, Catalogue of the 1957 American Numismatic Association Sale, 
held August 21, 1957. 
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forked at both ends. The reverse is the same as the reverse 
of Noe 13. The Cyril Hawley specimen weighing 70.5 grains 
is illustrated on Plate IX herein. The Norweb specimen 
weighs 71 grains. 

Oak Tree Shilling, Noe 13.6 

The obverse shows further recutting from transition state 
Noe 13.3 and now approaches the state of the obverse of 
Noe 14. The dots in the circles are enlarged and the top of 
A has been extended to touch a dot in the outer circle. The 
E has forked serifs. The top and bottom of the first S have 
serifs. The reverse continues to be the same reverse as the 
reverse of Noe 13. The Tackman specimen is illustrated on 
Plate IX. 

Oak Tree Sixpence, Noe iy.i 

The defects on both sides of Oak Tree sixpence Noe 17 
are now known to have been caused by die damage rather 
than being the result of “a re-used flan” as stated in Noe. 
The obverse and reverse dies were struck, or fell together 
when no planchet was between them, each die thus damaging 
the other. The undamaged die state is therefore given a 
separate numbering. 

Oak Tree Twopence, Noe 31.3 

Oak Tree twopences Noe 29, 30, 31, 32, 33 and 34 consti- 
tute various changes in the one pair of dies used to make all 
twopences. There is one die state, however, in which the date 
becomes unreadable because the die break extends across 
the top of the 2, left across the second 6 into the first 6, 
making the date appear to be 1672. The James A. Johnson, 
Jr., specimen weighs ni grains and is shown on Plate IX 
herein. 
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ALTERATIONS 


In addition to forged dies there are deceptive examples of 
re-engraving or tooling of genuine Massachusetts silver 
pieces. 

An alteration of an Oak Tree shilling into a Pine Tree 
shilling is in the Norweb collection. The tree on Oak Tree 
Shilling Noe io is normally weak and is barely evident in 
some specimens. It was so weak that the central portion of 
the die was actually recut at the Massachusetts Mint re- 
sulting in the striking of varieties Noe n and Noe 12. The 
temptation existed for an unscrupulous person to take a 
weakly-struck specimen of Noe 10 and have an engraver 
“improve it” by cutting a new tree on the surface of the 
coin. The specimen on Plate IV herein is the result. 

Another example of alteration by tooling is the Oak Tree 
penny dated 1662 65 and illustrated on Plate IV herein. This 
creation is merely an Oak Tree twopence which has had its 
denomination changed, a fact which Crosby noted. 66 Its 
weight of 10.8 grams is that of a twopence. The date as well 
as the tree are different from Wyatt’s Pine Tree penny of 
1652. Both types were stimulated by the innocent error of 
Folkes prior to 1754 in mentioning and imaginatively illus- 
trating a Massachusetts one pence, which error was blindly 
copied by Snelling in 1769, by Ruding in 1817, and by Felt 
in 1839 to give it fictitious status. 

65 Lot 2295, Sale of the Joseph J. Mickley Collection (W. E. Woodward, 
cataloguer), held October 28, 1867. 

46 Early Coins of America, p. 74. 
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FOREWORD 


The coins described in the present catalogue were un- 
earthed in the course of excavations conducted more than 
twenty years ago by Dr. Erich F. Schmidt on behalf of the 
Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago, the Univer- 
sity Museum of Philadelphia and the Museum of Fine Arts, 
Boston, at several sites in the region of Persepolis in south- 
ern Iran. 1 By far the largest number come from the test 
excavations at Istakhr, about six kilometers north-north- 
east of Persepolis at the foot of the mountain known as the 
Kuh-i Rahmat. The date of the initial founding of Istakhr is 
obscure, but at all events there is plentiful archaeological 
evidence of the city’s importance in Sasanian and early 
Islamic times. A much smaller number of coins (73 to be 
exact) were recovered in the limited excavations at Naqsh-i 
Rustam, the site of the famous rock tombs of the Achae- 
menian kings and the Sasanian rupestrian sculptures, a little 
more than six kilometers directly north of Persepolis. At 
Persepolis itself, aside from the Greek coins discovered in the 
foundation deposits and elsewhere on the terrace, 2 nineteen 
miscellaneous coins, ranging in date from the 3rd to the 
19th century were found at various spots within and just 
outside the royal buildings. 

1 Cf. Schmidt, Persepolis, and Schmidt, The Treasury of Persepolis. 

2 Published in Schmidt, Persepolis II, pp. 110-114; and cf. Schmidt, The 
Treasury of Persepolis, pp. 76-78. 
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2 Excavation Coins from Persepolis 

Istakhr 

The coins found in the Istakhr excavations, which took 
place in 1935 and 1937, received preliminary notice in a paper 
read at the International Numismatic Congress in Paris 
in 1953 ; 3 definitive treatment of the material was delayed 
first by the second World War and subsequently by nu- 
merous other commitments. The nature and results of the 
excavations have been briefly described by Dr. Schmidt in 
The Treasury of Persepolis, pp. 107-121. While tests were 
undertaken at a number of points, these excavations were 
limited in extent and were actually little more than “son- 
dages.” An aerial view of the site (see Plate XIX) show's the 
location of the various tests: 4 1) a test in the center to virgin 
soil; 2) a trench west of the center in the Islamic stratum; 
3) a poorly defined gate structure in the north-west area near 
the edge of the mound ; 4) a trench in the extreme west ex- 
posing almost exclusively Sasanian foundations and some 
remnants of Islamic buildings; and 5) a long north-south 
trench with random separated plots east of the modern village 
fort (popularly known as the Takht-i Ta’us), all Islamic. 
No systematic records of coin finds were available to me of 
other tests conducted by Ernst Herzfeld previous to Dr. 
Schmidt's excavations. 5 

In the two seasons’ operations at Istakhr 1,051 coins were 
recovered. 6 “Of these the vast majority, over 900, were Is- 
lamic. Only 19 were pre-Sasanian, and, somewhat surpris- 
ingly in view of the importance of Istakhr in Sasanian times, 
only 60 were definitely attributable to the Sasanians. One 

3 Published in Miles, A brief Report. 

4 Cf. Schmidt, The Treasury of Persepolis, p. 108, and Miles, A brief Report, 
p. 492. 

5 Cf. Schmidt, The Treasury of Persepolis, p. 107; Miles, A brief Report, 
p. 492. 

6 1,053 were reported in Miles, A brief Report, but two pieces were later 
rejected as not being coins. 
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should, however, remark that these proportions are scarcely 
a reliable reflection of the relative importance of the several 
eras in terms of the area occupied or the size of the popu- 
lation at different times. The total area of the site is exten- 
sive: the circumvallated inner city measures 1,400 meters 
from east to west, and 650 meters from north to south. While 
the fortified enceinte evidently dates from the Sasanian 
period and continued to define the city proper in early Islam, 
the suburbs spread far beyond the city walls.” 7 A careful 
examination of the aerial view of the site, or of the plan with 
overlaid grid (Fig. i) 8 “demonstrates how relatively in- 
significant a portion of the total area was tested, and one can 
therefore reasonably assume that the almost total absence 
of pre-Sasanian numismatic material, the relative paucity 
of Sasanian coins and the preponderance of Islamic numis- 
matic evidence is fortuitous, and that further excavations in 
other sections of the site might present us with quite a dif- 
ferent numismatic pattern and a correspondingly different 
picture of the density and importance of the various cultural 
occupations.” 9 

However this may be, the excavated coins point clearly to 
the importance and prosperity of Istakhr in early Islamic 
days: that is, in the late 7th century and throughout the 8th. 
The following table shows the distribution of coins unearthed 
in the Istakhr excavations according to broad chronological 
categories : 


7 Miles, A brief Report, p. 491. 

8 Cf. Schmidt, The Treasury of Persepolis, p. 108. A few ten-meter squares 
adjoining the test trenches, which were partially excavated, are not indicat- 
ed on this plan. 

8 Miles, A brief Report, p. 492. 
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Greek i 

Persis 15 

Elymais 3 

Sasanian 68 

Sasanian or Arab-Sasanian 14 
Arab- Sasanian 74 

Byzantine 2 

Umayyad (post-reform) 78 

‘Abbasid partisans 2 

Umayyad or ‘Abbasid 58 

‘Abbasid 546 

Samanid 1 

Buyid 3 

Seljuq(?) 1 

Ilkhanid 2 

Autonomous Persian 1 

Oajar 1 

Unidentifiable 181 


1 05 1 10 

The ‘Abbasid is by far the largest class, and of this class all 
but ten coins (nos. 521, 553, 615, 850-856) are dated, or 
datable, before the year 200 of the Hijrah (815 a.d.). The 
preponderance of 8th century bronzes among excavation 
coins in the regions of the Eastern Caliphate has been re- 
marked on before. As I observed in the preliminary publica- 
tion of this material, “Just how important this fact is with 
respect to the dating of levels, buildings and objects it is 
difficult to say. The paucity of copper coins struck in Persia 

10 It will be noted that the highest number in the catalogue is 1046; the 
discrepancy is accounted for by the fact that there are five lettered sub- 
numbers in the catalogue: 602a and 849a, b, c and d. Thus 10464-5 = 1051. 
There are some differences of categorization and sub-totals between the 
present definitive listing and the summary table presented in A brief Re- 
port, pp. 492-493; these relatively insignificant changes arc the result of 
closer study and reorganization of the material. 
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after the end of the second century H. (at least down to the 
Mongol period) is a well-known phenomenon, and it was my 
experience also in the excavations at Rayy that the vast 
majority of copper coins (and of course copper coins pre- 
dominate in excavation finds) found at all Islamic levels 
were of the second half of the 2nd century. This was true 
also at Antioch. Whatever other causes there may have been 
to explain the limitation of copper issues in later centuries, it 
is quite possible that the large volume of coppers struck 
under the rules of al-Mansur, al-Mahdi and Harun al- 
Rashid met the needs for small change of most communities 
throughout the East for several centuries. 11 

Among the ‘Abbasid coins are no less than 24 hitherto un- 
published issues (30, if varieties are counted) : including one 
of Arrajan, four of Ardashlr-Khurrah, five of Istakhr, one of 
al-Ahwaz, one of Biramqubadh, one of Jayy, three of Sabur, 
one of Shiraz, one of Fars, two of Fasa, one of Wasit, and 
one without mint name. Three new mints are recorded : J*r, 
the specific mint name for the chief town of the district of 
Ardashlr-Khurrah; Tawwaj, a town near Kazirun in the 
Ardashlr-Khurrah district; and Kurat al-Mahdiyah min 
Fars, a temporary official name for Ardashlr-Khurrah. 12 
Some of these coins bear names of officials and fill gaps in the 
recorded history of ‘Abbasid administration. 

The next most numerous category is the post-reform 

11 Miles, A brief Report, p. 493. One should be cautious, however, in apply- 
ing these generalizations too widely. At Jericho practically all the ex- 
cavated Islamic coins were Umayyad (G. C. Miles, “Catalogue of Islamic 
Coins, The Excavations at Herodian Jericho, 1951,” in The Annual of the 
American Schools of Oriental Research, XXXII-XXXIII, for 1952-4, 
pp. 29-41) ; and at Tarsus the majority of the Islamic bronzes were of the 
3rd century H. (G. C. Miles, “Islamic Coins from the Tarsus Excavations 
of 1935-1937,” in The Aegean and the Near East, Studies Presented to Hetty 
Goldman on the Occasion of her Seventy-Fifth Birthday, Locust Valley, 1956, 
pp. 297-312. 

12 Cf. A brief Report, pp. 495-496, written before I had discovered the 
identity of this designation. 
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Umayyad, and here again we find several unpublished types: 
three of Istakhr, one of Sabur, one of Shiraz, one (or two ?) 
of Wasit and at least one with no mint name. 

Only slightly less numerous are the pre-reform Arab- 
Sasanian coins and it is in this group that we find the most 
interesting material. Aside from a few dirhems which are 
comparable to published varieties, virtually everything in 
this category is new. Unfortunately, except for the silver 
dirhems, these coins are in a miserable state of preservation, 
as the plates will attest, and are for the most part exceed- 
ingly obscure; but what remains is of remarkable interest 
and adds much to our knowledge of the transitional period 
between the Arab conquest of Iran and the adoption of a 
standardized purely Arab coinage at the very end of the 
7th century. 13 It is not surprising to learn that at least ten of 
these issues (probably we would be able to say most of them, 
if the mint name was preserved in every instance) were 
struck at Istakhr itself. Especially noteworthy are the fol- 
lowing: an issue of al-Muhallab b. abi-$ufrah (?) with 
muhlup in Pahlevi and what appears to be a purely epi- 
graphical Pahlevi reverse (no. 137) ; another issue evidently 
of the same governor with two varieties of busts, the one on 
the obverse Arab and that on the reverse copied from an 
exceptional type of Khosrau II, the divinity with the flaming 
headdress (nos. 138-141) ; two issues possibly attributable to 
‘Abd al-Rahman b. Muhammad b. al-Ash'ath, one with a 
conventional Sasanian obverse but accompanied by an 
Arabic inscription, and a purely epigraphical Pahlevi reverse, 
and the other a hybrid Sasanian Arab-Byzantine coin show- 
ing the Caliph "orans” (nos. 142-143); another hybrid with 

13 In view of the number of hitherto unknown types among these coins one 
wonders how much more interesting and valuable numismatic material of 
local origin may lie beneath the ground on the sites of many other aban- 
doned and unexcavated Sasanian and early Arab towns in Iran. Cf. Walker, 
Coins from Susa. 
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a Byzantine-derived cross on the reverse (nos. 146-147); an 
issue with Sasanian obverse and an epigraphical reverse 
bearing the declaration of Moslem faith in Kufic and the 
mint name in Pahlevi (nos. 148-149) ; several specimens with 
a modified Sasanian bust, the name of the Caliph al-Walld ( ?) 
and Arabic epigraphical reverse (nos. 155-159). 

No dates are preserved on any of these Arab-Sasanian 
bronzes, but for various reasons explained in the catalogue, 
I have assigned most of them to the years between 75 
and 90 H. (between 694 and 709 A.D.), a few as early as 
ca. 60 H. (679 A.D.) and a few possibly as late as 120 H. 
(738 A.D.). While theoretically ‘Abd al-Malik’s coinage re- 
form went into full effect in 79 H. (698 A.D.), we know that 
a few r dirhems of Arab-Sasanian type were struck as late as 
84 H. (703 A.D.) ; 14 and it is not too unexpected to find that 
governors and mint-masters continued even later to ex- 
periment with new adaptations in their local bronze coinage. 

A few words about the specific find-spots of the coins from 
the Istakhr excavations. The largest number of coins from 
any single area was found in the 1935 excavations of four 
ten-meter squares in the center (no. 1 on Plate XIX, and 
see Plate XX) : some 240 specimens. The other 1935 trench 
(no. 4 on Plate XIX) produced about 40 coins (plus six more 
in 1937). The balance of the recovered coins was scattered 
widely throughout the rest of the excavations, with relatively 
heavy concentrations in the area of the “poorly defined gate 
structure" (no. 3 on Plate XIX) and in three squares (GL35, 
HL 76 and IL 56) of the long trench east of the fort (no. 5 on 
Plate XIX). The large number from the area of the gate 
structure is chiefly accounted for by the finding in pit no. 1 of 
DF 65 (field no. I-2-1520) of 74 coins in an oxidized lump 

14 See Walker, NC 1952, p. 108, and Miles, Kirman. See also Andre Grabar, 
L’ I conoclasme byzantin (Paris, 1957), pp. 67-74, for the most recent 
and thorough discussion of the Arab coinage reform, particularly in its 
relationship to the innovations of Justinian II. 
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2.70 meters below the mouth of the pit. Whether a beaker 
with molded design, unearthed in the pit 1.90 meters above 
the coins, had any connection with this lot is uncertain. In 
any case this hoard or accumulation of coins is homogeneous 
and appears to have been placed or lost in the pit toward the 
very end of the 2nd century of the Hijrah: 23 unidentifiable 
specimens are ‘Abbasid of the 2nd century (no. 633 of the 
catalogue), 20 are of Shiraz, 192 H. (no. 522), five are of 
Sabur, 183 H. (no. 510), five unidentifiable assigned to the 
“Umayyad or ‘Abbasid” group (no. 258), two each of 
Ardashlr-Khurrah, 182 H., Istakhr, 182 H., and Fasa, 182 H. 
(nos. 327, 478 and 562), and the rest, single specimens ranging 
in date from ca. 80-100 H. (no. 172) to 182 H. The earliest 
actually dated is a single specimen of Istakhr, 104 H. 
(no. 179). 

There were two other sizable groups of coins found together 

in the Istakhr excavations. One was the lot of ten silver coins 
• • 

of Persis datable to about the 1st c. A.D. (nos. 3-12 of the 
catalogue) excavated in the south-west quarter of the center 
test (no. 1 on Plate XIX), among pre-Islamic debris 3.80 me- 
ters below the surface. These coins were stuck together but 
relatively lightly oxidized, and there was no trace of a con- 
tainer. The other group, field no. I- 1-928, clearly constituted 
a hoard and comprised 33 Arab-Sasanian silver dirhems 
(catalogue nos. 103-134). All were issues of a single governor, 
‘Umar b. ‘Ubaydullah, and were struck at the same mint, 
Bishapur: five of the year 67 H., two of 68 H. and 26 of 
70 H., i.e., 686-690 A.D. This hoard also was found in the 
center test, in the north-east quarter of the 20 x 20 meter 
square. The coins, partly stuck together and partly loose, 
were recovered from a pit, 9.27 meters below its mouth, 
which in turn was 2.35 meters below the surface. 
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Persepolis Terrace 

The few post-classical coins found on the Persepolis ter- 
race and nearby (pp. 85-90), range in date from Sasanian to 
the 19th century and have no archaeological relevance. The 
five coins from the PT-3 excavations (1935 season) are of the 
Mongol and Muzaffarid periods (14th century) and later, and 
all came from the partial excavation of the large cistern on 
the slopes of the Kuh-i Rahmat just east of the Treasury. 16 
The ten coins recovered in the 1937 excavations (PT-5) were 
stray finds in the debris north of the Apadana. 16 The dates 
range from Sasanian to autonomous Persian of the 18th or 
19th century. Finally four coins (three ‘Abbasid and one 
Mongol) were picked up at various points on the surface or 
among refuse during the final season of 1939 (PT-7). 


Naqsh-i Rustam 

During two seasons’ work (1936 and 1938-1939) at the 
foot of the cliffs of Naqsh-i Rustam 73 coins were recovered, 


chronologically distributed as follows: 

Persis 1 

Sasanian 28 

Arab- Sasanian 27 

Post-reform Umayyad 3 

‘Abbasid 8 

Ilkhanid 1 

Ilkhanid or successor 1 

Muzaffarid 2 

Unidentifiable Islamic 2 

73 


15 See Schmidt, Persepolis I, p. 212; and cf. Schmidt, The Treasury of 
Persepolis, pp. 88-89. 

16 Schmidt, Persepolis I, pp. 4, 70-72. 
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Of particular interest was a hoard of 36 Sasanian and 
Arab-Sasanian dirhems, 17 unearthed on the floor of what 
appears to have been a rather extensive building of the 
early Islamic period, about one meter below the surface in 
front of the rock tomb of Darius I (see Plate XXI). No con- 
tainer was preserved. The hoard consisted of 12 Sasanian 
and 24 Arab-Sasanian coins. Of the Sasanian two were of 
Hormizd IV (catalogue nos. 4 and 5), the earlier of which 
is dated 583 A.D., 18 and ten of Khosrau II, ranging in date 
from 596 to 626 A.D. (nos. 4-9, 11-14, 16-17). Several gov- 
ernors are represented among the Arab-Sasanian specimens: 
one anonymous of the year 651/2 (no. 30), one of Ziyad b. 
abi-Sufyan of 672/3 (no. 33), one of ‘Ubaydullah b. Ziyad of 
681/2 (no. 34), two of ‘Abdullah b. Zubayr of the years 685/6 
and 688/9 ( nos - 3 I- 3 2 )> of ‘Umar b. ‘Ubaydullah of the 
years 686-690 (nos. 35-50), two of ‘Atiyah b. al-Aswad of 
692/3 and 693/4 (nos. 51-52), and one of Qatari b. al-Fuj§.‘ah 
of 694/5 (no. 53). The Arab-Sasanian dates range therefore 
from 651-695, with the heaviest concentration between 685 
and 690 ; and the over-all dates of the hoard are 583-695. It is 
interesting, but not surprising, to note that Sasanian dir- 
hems, not counterstamped, appear to have circulated along 
with the Arab-Sasanian. In general appearance, of course, 
these coins are very similar and only the literate could have 
distinguished between a dirhem of Khosrau II and one of an 
Arab governor. 

The distribution of mints in the hoard is of some interest. 
The coins of Hormizd IV and Khosrau II were struck at 
seven mints: Nihavand (4), Rayy (2), Merv (2), Nahr-Tlra, 
Darabjird, Shirajan (?) and Zaranj (1 each). Thus six dif- 

17 Cf. Schmidt, The Treasury of Persepolis, p. 98, and G. C. Miles, “King 
of Kings to Counter-Caliph,” in Archaeology, 1948, pp. 126-128. 

18 The dates of the Sasanian coins of course are in regnal years, those of the 
Arab-Sasanian either in the Yezdigird or Hijrah eras, but in this summary 
all are reduced to the Christian calendar. 
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ferent provinces are represented: Khurasan, Sistan, Kirman, 
Fars, Jibal and Khuzistan (from east to west). The mints 
represented in the Arab-Sasanian portion of the hoard are 
the same in number but are geographically more concen- 
trated: Bishapur (14), Kirman (3), Darabjird (2), an un- 
certain mint visp etc. (2), Nahr-Tira, Ardashlr-Khurrah, 
Basrah (1 each). The majority, therefore, are from the prov- 
ince of Fars (17 specimens at least, or 19, if, as is probable, 
the uncertain mint is located in that province), and the rest 
from the neighboring provinces of Kirman, Khuzistan 
and ‘Iraq. 

Two unique and very interesting Arab-Sasanian bronzes 
(nos. 54 and 55) also came from the Naqsh-i Rustam exca- 
vations: a hybrid Byzantine Arab-Sasanian piece with a 
facing bearded head surmounted by a cross on the obverse 
and an M reverse accompanied by legible Pahlevi inscriptions 
(the name of Istakhr written out almost in full, and the word 
afiastan ) ; and an equally remarkable coin with a new type of 
bust combined with Kufic legends of post-reform type. 

While the Sasanian, Umayyad and early ‘Abbasid coins 
from Naqsh-i Rustam are perhaps to be associated with 
settlements there, the post-‘ Abbasid specimens, like all the 
Islamic coins from the Persepolis Terrace, have no real ar- 
chaeological significance and are simply evidence of the visits 
of “tourists” throughout the ages at this spectacular site. 

It will be noted that the catalogue is in three parts: 
Istakhr, pp. 19-84, Persepolis Terrace, pp. 85-90, Naqsh-i 
Rustam, pp. 91-107. In each section the arrangement is basi- 
cally chronological, with sub-divisions, where appropriate, 
according to mints. For the convenience of the excavator 
and archaeologist whose interest is primarily in the prov- 
enience of each coin as evidence for the dating of levels 
or of objects, an Inventory of Field Catalogue numbers, in 
numerical order, is appended at the end of the numismatic 
catalogue (pp. 108-115). Opposite each field number is the 
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catalogue number under which that coin is described. In 
numerous instances there is more than one specimen of a 
given type (e.g., nos. 344-363 are all specimens of a single 
issue of Istakhr, 140 H.) ; only the initial catalogue number 
of this series (344) is listed in this concordance. 

Following each description in the numismatic catalogue 
are the field numbers of the relevant coins (I-i = Istakhr, 
1935; 1-2 = Istakhr, 1937; PT-3, PT-5, PT-7 = Persepolis 
Terrace, 1935, 1937 and 1939, respectively; NR-i, NR-2 = 
Naqsh-i Rustam, 1936 and 1938-1939, respectively). This 
number is followed by the abbreviation for the metal, the 
diameter in millimeters, and the weight in grams. In many 
cases the weight was not recorded in the field, or even if re- 
corded, is omitted here because of the fragmentary state of 
preservation. Frequently only a small fraction of the legends 
is preserved but it has been possible to assign the coin to a 
given issue because one or more particular characteristics 
are present. In some cases where there are only two or three 
specimens of a hitherto unpublished issue the transcription 
of the legends is composite: that is, the inscriptions have 
been reconstructed by piecing together complementary bits 
from each specimen. 

The coins from the 1935 and 1936 excavations were origi- 
nally catalogued at Persepolis by the writer. Those from the 
subsequent years were preliminarily recorded by Wilhelm 
Eilers. Approximately half of the coins are now the property 
of the Oriental Institute, the others of the Iranian Govern- 
ment, stored in the Archaeological Museum in Teheran. The 
writer’s work was facilitated by the temporary deposit of all 
the former at the Museum of the American Numismatic Soc- 
iety and by photographs, taken in the field, of a large per- 
centage of the coins now in the possession of the Iranian 
Government. A few of the latter, however, from the Istakhr 
excavations, were neither photographed nor described on 
field inventory cards because of their generally hopeless con- 
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dition, and these are included statistically in the “unidentifi- 
able” category (nos. 866-1046). 

It remains only for me to thank Dr. Schmidt, under whom 
I worked for three happy years at Rayy and in Luristan in 
1934-1936, for giving me the opportunity to study this inter- 
esting body of material and for waiting so patiently all these 
years for its publication. 

New York 
July 1958 
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KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS 


Allotte de la Fuye — F.-M. Allotte de la Fuye, "Inventaire des mon- 
naies trouv£es 4 Suse pendant la campagne de fouilles 1925 to 
1926,” etc., in Mdmoires de la Mission Archdologique de Perse, 
XX (1928). 

Antioch— G. C. Miles, "Islamic Coins," in Antioch-on-the-Orontes, IV, 
Part One, pp. 109!!. (Princeton, 1948). 

Ars Islamica—Ars Islamica, Ann Arbor, Michigan, 1934-1951. 

Ars Orientalis—Ars Orientalis, Washington, D.C. and Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, 1954-. 

Baladhuri— Ahmad b. Yahy 4 al-Baladhuri, FuU'ih al-Buldan (ed. 
de Goeje, Leyden, 1866). 

Berlin— H. Niitzel, Konigliche Museen zu Berlin, Katalog der orien- 
talischen Miinzen, I, Die Miinzen der ostlichen Chalifen (Berlin, 
1898). 

B.M. i-x— S. Lane-Poole, Catalogue of Oriental Coins in the British 
Museum, Vols. i-x (London, 1875-1890). 

B.M. Arab- Byzantine — John Walker, A Catalogue of the Arab- 
Byzantine and Post-Reform Umaiyad Coins (. A Catalogue of the 
Muhammadan Coins in the British Museum, Vol. II), London, 
1956. 

B.M. Arab-Sasanian — John Walker, A Catalogue of the Arab-Sassan- 
ian Coins (ibid., Vol. I), London, 1941. 

B.M. Arabia etc.— G. F. Hill, Catalogue of the Greek Coins of Arabia, 
Mesopotamia and Persia (Catalogue of the Greek Coins in the 
British Museum), London, 1922. 

B.M. Shahs of Persia— R. S. Poole, Catalogue of the Coins of the Shdhs 
of Persia in the British Museum (London, 1887). 

El —Encyclopaedia of Islam (1st ed. 1913-1938; 2nd ed. beginning 

1954 )- 

Farsnama—The Fdrsnama of IbnuH-Balkhi, ed. G. le Strange and 
R. A. Nicholson, E. J. W. Gibb Memorial Series, New Series, 
I (London, 1921). 

Gobi— Robert Gobi, "Aufbau der Miinzpragung,” in F. Altheim und 
Ruth Stiehl, Ein Asiatischer Stoat (Wiesbaden, 1954), pp. 51 ff. 

15 
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16 Excavation Coins from Persepolis 

Hudud al- l Alam— Hudud al-'Alam, ‘ The Regions of the World,’ A 
Persian Geography, 372 A.H.-982 A.D., transl. V. Minorsky, 
E. J. W. Gibb Memorial Series, New Series, XI (London, 
1937 )- 

Le Strange— G. le Strange, The Lands of the Eastern Caliphate 
(Cambridge, 1930). 

Miles, A brief Report— G. C. Miles, "A brief Report on the Coins 
found in the Excavations at Istakhr, 1935 and 1937,” in 
Actes, Congrls International de Numismatique, Paris, 6-11 
fuillet 1953 (Paris, 1957), pp. 491-496. 

Miles, Kirtnan— G. C. Miles, “Some new Light on the History of 
Kirman in the First Century of the Hijrah,” in press. 

Miles, Mihrdb and * Anazah—G . C. Miles, “Mihrab and ‘Anazah: A 
Study in early Islamic Iconography,” in Archaeologica Orien- 
talia in Memoriam Ernst Herzfeld (Locust Valley, N. Y., 1952), 
pp. 156-171. 

Miles, Museum Notes VII— G. C. Miles, “Some Arab-Sasanian and 
related Coins,” in Museum Notes (American Numismatic 
Society) VII (N.Y., 1957), pp. 187-209. 

de Morgan— J. de Morgan, Numismatique de la Perse Antique 
(E. Babelon, Traitd des monnaies grecques et romaines. III, 
Monnaies orientates, Tome I), Paris, 1933. 

de Morgan, Manuel— J. de Morgan, Manuel de Numismatique orien- 
tate (ed. K. J. Basmadjian), I (Paris, 1923-1936). 

NC— Numismatic Chronicle (London). 

NHR—G. C. Miles, The Numismatic History of Rayy (American 
Numismatic Society Numismatic Studies No. 2), New York, 
1938. 

Paris— H. Lavoix, Catalogue des monnaies musulmanes de la Biblio- 
thbque Nationale, I, Khalifes orientaux (Paris, 1887). 

Paruck— F. D. J. Paruck, Sasanian Coins (Bombay, 1924). 

RIC— G. C. Miles, Rare Islamic Coins (American Numismatic Society 
Numismatic Notes and Monographs, No. 118), New York, 1950. 

RN —Revue Numismatique (Paris). 

Schmidt, The Treasury of Persepolis— Erich F. Schmidt, The 
Treasury of Persepolis and other Discoveries in the Homeland of 
the Achaemenians (Oriental Institute Communications, No. 21, 
Chicago, 1939). 
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Schmidt, Persepolis— Erich F. Schmidt, Persepolis I, Structures, 
Reliefs, Inscriptions (Oriental Institute Publications, Vol. 
LXVIII, Chicago, 1953); Persepolis II, Contents of the Treasury 
and other Discoveries (Or. Inst. Pubis., Vol. LXIX, Chicago, 
1957 )- 

Tabari— Al-Tabari, Ta y rikh al-rusul wa-al-muluk (ed. de Goeje et al.), 
Leyden, 1879-1901. 

Tiesenhausen— W. Tiesenhausen, Moneti vostochnavo khalifata, St. Pe- 
tersburg, 1873. 

Unvala, NC 1937— J. M. Unvala, “Quelques monnaies arabes k 
legendes pehlevies et quelques autres monnaies bilingues 
pehlevie-arabes,” in NC 19 37, pp. 280-296. 

Walker, BishdpUr— J. Walker, “Monnaies sassanides et arabes pro- 
venant des fouilles de Bichapour,” in Musee du Louvre, De- 
partement des Antiquites Orientales, Serie Archeologique, 
Tome VII, Fouilles de Chapour, Vol. II, R. Ghirshman, Les 
Mosaiques Sassanides (Paris, 1956). 

Walker, Coins from Susa— J. Walker, “Some early Arab and Byzan- 
tine-Sasanian Coins from Susa,” in Archaeologica Orientalia in 
Memoriam Ernst Herzfeld (Locust Valley, N.Y., 1952), 
pp. 235-243. 

Walker, NC 1952— J. Walker, “Some new Arab-Sassanian Coins,” in 
NC 1952, pp. 106-110. 

Welin, Wasit— Ulla S. Linder Welin, “Wasit, the Mint-Town,” in 
Bulletin de la Socidtd Royale des Lettres de Lund, 1955-1956, 
IV, pp. 127-169. 

Yaqut— Mufam al-Buldan (ed. Wiistenfeld), Leipzig, 1866-1870. 

Zambaur— E. de Zambaur, Manuel de Gdnealogie et de Chronologie 
pour I’Histoire de I’lslam (Hannover, 1927). 
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ISTAKHR EXCAVATIONS 


I. MACEDONIA -ALEXANDER THE GREAT 
(POSTHUMOUS) 

1. Alexander III. Ca. 310-300 B.C. Susa. Bronze. 

Head of Herakles, r., Nike standing, holding 
wearing elephant skin. wreath. At L, head of 

horned horse; at r., 
AAESANAPOY 

I-2-1564 M 1 7, 6.13. Plate I 

Cf. Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum, The Royal Collection of 
Coins and Medals, Danish National Museum, Macedonia, Part II 
(Copenhagen, 1943), no. 1065. For the horned horse symbol see 
E. T. Newell, The Coinage of the Eastern Seleucid Mints (ANS 
Numismatic Studies, No. 1, New York, 1938), pi. XXII. 


II. PERSIS 

Of the 15 coins of Persis ten (nos. 3-12) were found in one 
spot, GI 09, and form a definitely related group. The others 
were scattered finds. The chronological arrangement below 
is based largely on G. F. Hill’s attributions in B. M. Arabia 
etc. Hill’s preface, pp. clx-clxxxii, summarizes all the earlier 
literature and especially Col. Allotte de la Fuye’s important 
article in Corolla Numismatica, pp. 63-97. References also 
are made to de Morgan and to de Morgan, Manuel. G. F. 
Hill’s The Coinage of the Ancient Persians in Survey of 
Persian Art (1938), I, pp. 402-403, IV, pi. 126, is brief and 
does not illustrate or discuss specifically the types repre- 
sented here. 

19 
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20 Excavation Coins from Persepolis 

2 . Pakur, son of Oxathres? Ca. ist c. A.D. Obol. 

Bust of king, 1 ., bearded; Triskeles. Around, ille- 
thick back hair; wearing gible inscription, 
diadem, torque and robe. 

I-1-894 At n, 0.35. Plate I 

Cf. B.M. Arabia etc., p. 229, no. 3, pi. XXXV, 3; de Morgan, 
p. 410, nos. 47, 48, pi. XXXII, 7, 8. 

This coin belongs to Hill’s Fourth Series, which he dates 
from the ist century after Christ to about 224 A.D. ; Oxathres 
is assigned by him to the ist c. B.C. De Morgan {Manuel, 
p. 271) places Piruz I (= Pakur ?) immediately after Oxathres 
(perhaps Gocithres of Isidore of Charax), and he dates the 
latter ca. 57-38 B.C. 

3 . Pakur ? Ca. ist c. A.D. Drachm. 

Bust of king, 1 ., bearded; As obverse, but legend, 
thick back hair; wearing if any, effaced, 
diadem, torque and robe 
with fringe of vertical 
stripes. Behind head, leg- 
end: 

I-i-9iia At 25, 3.85. Plate I 

This type (and cf. nos. 4-14, below) appears to be un- 
published. The closest parallel perhaps is B. M. Arabia etc., 
p. 229, no. 4, pi. XLVIII, 17. Cf. also de Morgan, pp. 410 to 
411, nos. 49-50, pi. XXXII, 9-12, assigned to Piruz II, the 
second ruler after Oxathres (de Morgan, Manuel, p. 271). 
The inscription is undeciphered. 

4 - 7 . Pakur? Ca. ist c. A.D. Hemidrachm. 

Similar in style to no. 3, but of crude fabric, slightly 
scyphate, details obscure. No recognizable legends, except 
possible traces on no. 5. 
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I-i-9iib, c, d, e At 22, 21, 21, 23; 1.60, 1.00, 1.60, 1.25. Plate I 

Cf. no. 3, above, and B. M. Arabia etc., p. 230, nos. 7-9, 
pi. XXXV, 5-6. 


8 - 12 . Pakur? Ca. 1st c. A.D. Obol. 

Similar in style to nos. 4-7. No legends remain. 

I-i-9iif, g, h, i, j At 14, 14, 13, 14; 0.40, 0.50, 0.45, 0.70 (j is a 
small fragment). Plate I 

Cf. nos. 3-7, above, and B. M. Arabia etc., p. 230, nos. 10-11, 
pi. XXXV, 7-8. 


13 . Pakur ? Ca. 1st c. A.D. Drachm. 

In general similar to nos. 3-12, but of somewhat superior 
fabric and evidently a different issue. On both obverse and 
reverse, behind the head, traces of legend. In front of chin, 
both obverse and reverse, letter A or A. Note fringe of 
robe, similar to no. 3. 

I-1-914 At 19, 3.25. Plate I 


14 . Kapat or Napat ? Ca. late 1st c. A.D. Obol. 

Bust of king, 1 ., bearded; Crude bust, 1 ., bearded; 
wearing tiara with neck wearing diadem. Around, 

piece. traces of legend or simu- 

lated legend. 

I-2-1528 At 8.5, 0.38. Plate I 

Cf. B. M. Arabia etc., pp. 233-234, nos. 12-20 (hemidrachms), 
pi. XXXV, 20-25, and pi. XXXVI, 1-2 (obverse of the hemi-obol, 
p.234, no. 21, pi. XXXVI, 3, is different); cf. also de Morgan, 
p. 412, pi. XXXIII, 1-13 (Napat, or de Morgan, Manuel, 4th king 
after Oxathres). 
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22 Excavation Coins from Persepolis 

15 . Uncertain. 1st or 2nd c. A.D. Hemidrachm ? 


Bust of king, 1 ., with 
short beard; wearing tiara 
with 3 rows of pellets and 
symbol ; diadem, torque 
and robe; behind head, 
triskeles. 


“Formal representation 
of a double diadem with 
ties" ( B.M .); around, bot- 
toms of letters of legend ( ?). 


I-1-907 At 13, 1.20. Plate I 

Cf. B. M. Arabia etc., pp. 237-238, nos. 3-15, pi. XXXVI, 
14-19, pi. XLVIII, 15 ; de Morgan, pp. 413-414, pi. XXXII, 22-26 ; 
de Morgan, Manuel, p. 284. These coins, related to the Kapat 
series, are attributed by de Morgan to “Prince Y,” some time 
between ca. 38 B.C. and 200 A.D. De Morgan describes the reverse 
type as “figuration barbare du pyr£e ( ?).” 


16 . Artaxerxes V of Persis = the Sasanian Artaxerxes I ? 

Ca. 210-226 A.D. ? Bronze. 

Effaced. Simple fire-altar with 

2 steps, column, broad cir- 
cular or rectangular basin, 
and flames. At r. and 1 ., 
T-shaped stools or sup- 
ports. Border of dots. 

I-1-897 JE 1 7, 2.00. Plate I 

Cf. de Morgan, pp. 418-419, pi. XXXIV, 24?; de Morgan, 

Manuel, p. 288, fig. 372. 


III. ELYMAIS 

17 . Phraates, son of Orodes. Early 2nd c. A.D. Bronze. 
Obscure and largely effaced. 

I-2-1894 JE 14. 

Cf. B. M. Arabia etc., type Ac, 2, p. 278, nos. 58 ff., pi. XLI, 26. 
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18 - 19 . Obscure and largely effaced bronze, possibly Elymais; 
no. 19 has facing bust. 

I-2-i788a M 14. 

1974a JE 14, 2.16. Plate I 


IV. SASANIAN 


20. Bahram III. Ca. 293 A.D. Dirhem. 


Bust of king, r., wearing 
moustache, curly beard, 
hair in flowing curls ; crown 
surmounted by globe 
(countermarked with mon- 
ogram?); diadem, earring 
and necklace. Border of 
dots. Around (beginning at 
11:30 o’clock and running 
counter-clockwise) : 


Flaming altar with 3 
plinths; ribbon, r. and 1.; 
figure at either side facing 
altar, the one on 1. wearing 
globe and holding sword ( ?), 
the one on r. wearing mural 
crown and holding staff. 
Legends: at r. at 1. 

Border of dots. 


i)\&) Itnu? fa l< 


I-2-1549 At 26. Plate I 

It has been customary of late to follow Vasmer and Herz- 
feld 19 in attributing the rare coins with crowns of this type 
to Narseh (first type) and to accept the argument that 
Bahram III struck no coins at all. A recent publication, how- 
ever, 20 persuades me that the older attribution probably is 


19 R. Vasmer, "Sassanian Coins in the Hermitage,” NC 1928, pp. 297-308; 
Ernst Herzfeld, Archaeologische Mitteilungen aus Iran, IX, 2 (1938), p.112; 
idem, Kushano-Sasanian Coins (Calcutta, 1930), p. 7; cf. K. Erdmann, 
“Die Entwicklung der Sasanidischen Krone,” Arslslamica XV-XVI (1951), 
p. 98; Gobi, pp. 105-106. Paruck objected to this view (RN 1930, pp. 1-6), 
and so also evidently R. Ghirshman in a private communication to Gobi 
(op. cit., p. 106). 

20 Samuel Eilenberg, “A Sasanian silver Medallion of Varhran III,” Ars 
Orientalis II (1957), pp. 487-488. 
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correct, and I have therefore assigned the present specimen 
to Bahram III. One distinctive feature here is to be noticed: 
the streamers usually present at the base of the globe sur- 
mounting the crown 21 are definitely lacking. 

21. Khosrau I. Year 27 or 28 = 558 or 559 A.D. Nihavand. 
Dirhem. 

Usual type. Mint signature: 

I-1-105 4t 29 (fragmentary). Plate I 

22. Khosrau II. 590-628 A.D. Ardashlr-Khurrah. Bronze. 
Usual type of Khosrau II's silver, but in bronze. Re- 
verse, at r. : 

I-i-243b JE 16. 

23. Khosrau II. Ardashlr-Khurrah. Bronze. 

Resembles no. 22, but reverse, at r. : 

I-1-339 JE 17. Plate II 

24-28. Khosrau II. Mints and dates, if any, not preserved. 
Bronze. 

Obscure coins with portrait resemblance and fragments 
of name legend. 

1-1-325, 370, 635, 882, 918 (n-i8mm.). 

29. Khosrau II (probably). Istakhr. Bronze. 

Obscure and crude obverse and reverse resembling 
Khosrau II type. Reverse, at r .,**>. Obverse and reverse 
enclosed by double or triple beaded borders. 

I-1-220 JE 1 7. 

21 Cf. Paruck, pi. VIII, 161-164. Two specimens in Bartholomaei’s col- 
lection {ibid., pi. V, 2 and 4) appear to lack these streamers, but one cannot 
tell whether they are actually lacking or whether the specimens were worn 
at this point and not visible to the plate engraver. 


Digitized by 


Gck igle 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



Istakhr 


25 


30 . Khosrau II (probably). Istakhr (?). Bronze. 

Similar to no. 29, but mint signature obscure. 

I-1-941 JE 15. Plate II 

31 - 87 . Unidentifiable Sasanian bronzes. 6th-early 7th c. 

57 obscure and largely effaced coins, mostly not ex- 
ceeding 17 mm. in diameter. 

See the Inventory for the field numbers of these coins. 


V. SASANIAN OR ARAB-SASANIAN 

88 - 101 . Unidentifiable Sasanian or Arab-Sasanian bronzes. 
6th~7th c. 

14 obscure and largely effaced coins showing traces of 
usual late Sasanian types; some with possible mint 
signature, one (I-2-i785d) with possible .. (Bishapur) 
mint signature. Diameters: 16-22 mm. 

See the Inventory for the field numbers of these coins. 


VI. ARAB-SASANIAN 

A. SILVER 

a) ‘ Umar b. ‘ Ubaydullah 
1. Ardashir-K hurrah 

102 . ‘Umar b. ‘Ubaydullah. 68 H. = 687/8 A.D. tart = 
Ardashlr-Khurrah. Dirhem. 

Usual bust. At r., name: Usual fire-altar and at- 

tendants; star 1., crescent 
Star 1. and r. of crown. In r - At r., mint signature: 
margin: • *>+>**• At 1., date: 

I-2-1732 At 31 (two sectors lacking). Plate II 
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Unpublished, but cf. B. M. Arab-Sasanian, pp. 98-99, 
Ardashlr-Khurrah (normal spelling art), 68, 69 and 70 H. 
Walker ( B . M. Arab-Sasanian, p. cxxx) suggests that tart 
is the same as art, “with an added prefix of uncertain 
value.” The provenance of the present specimen is a small 
piece of evidence in support of this reasonable attribution. 
To Walker's list of individuals issuing coins at this mint 
should now be added Qatari b. al-Fuja’ah (Miles, Museum 
Notes VII, p. 203, no. 42) and ‘Umar b. ‘Ubaydullah. For 
some comment on the town of Ardashlr-Khurrah, see 
nos. 317-318, below. 


2. Bishapur 

103 - 107. 22 The same. 67 H. = 686/7 A.D. bis = Bishapur. 
Dirhem. 

Similar to B. M. Arab-Sasanian, p. 99, no. 194, but 
without countermarks and correct. Mint signature is 
Walker’s no. 12b (which also B. M. no. 194 has, although 
the catalogue gives no. 12). Star 1 ., crescent r. of flames. 

I-1-928/1 At 31, 3.54. Plate II 

928/2 At 32, 3.47 (frg. lacking). 

928/3 At 32, 3.27 (frg. lacking). 

928/4 At 31, 3.50. 

928/5 At 31, 2.20 (frgs. lacking). 


108 - 108 a. The same. 68 H. = 687/8 A.D. bis = Bishapur. 
Dirhem. 

Similar to B. M. Arab-Sasanian, p. 99, no. 195, but 
mint signature is no. 12b. 

I-1-928/6 At 31, 3.38. Plate II 

928/7 At 33, 3.49. Plate II 

22 The find-spot of nos. 103-134 has been described on p. 8. 
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109 - 134 . The same. 70 H. = 689/90 A.D. bis = Bishapur. 
Dirhem. 

Similar to B. M. Arab-Sasanian, p. ioo, no. 198, but 
without countermarks. Mint signature no. 12b. Star 1 ., 
crescent r. of flames. 

I-1-928/8 Tt 31, 3.62. Plate II 

928/9 JR 31, 3.50 (frg. lacking). 

928/10 Tt 32, 2.28 (large frg. lacking). 

928/11 Tt 30, 3.24 (frgs. lacking). 

928/12 JR 30, 3.32. 

928/13 JR 31, 3.80. 

928/14 Tt 31, 3.40. Plate II 

I-1-928/15 Tt 31, 3.67. Plate III 

928/16 At 31, 3.61. 

928/17 JR 32, 3.18. 

928/18 JR 31, 3.59. 

928/19 Tt 32, 3.27 (large frg. lacking). 

928/20 Tt 31, 2.68 (frg. lacking). 

928/21 .fli 30, 3.16 (frgs. lacking). 

928/22 Tt 31, 3.30 (frgs. lacking). 

928/23 JR 32, 3.35 (frgs. lacking). 

928/24 Tt 30, 2.27 (frg. lacking). 

928/25 JR 31, 3.02 (frg. lacking). 

928/26 JR 31, 3.41. 

928/27 A t 31, 3.35 (frg. lacking). 

928/28 JR 31, 3.54. 

928/29 JR 31, 3.43. 

928/30 M 32, 3.57. 

928/31 M 31, 3.55. 

928/32 JR 31, 3.77. 

928/33 M 31, 3.47. 


3 


Digitized by 


Goi igle 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



28 


Excavation Coins from Persepolis 


B. BRONZE 


i. Istakhr 


135 . ‘Abdullah b. Zubayr ? Ca. 63-72 H. = ca. 682-692 A.D. 

Istakhr. Bronze. 

• • 


Bust, r., of Khosrau II 
type. At r. : 

Double beaded border.Only 
1st quarter of margin pre- 
served. 


Usual fire-altar and at- 
tendants. At 1 .: coin lack- 
ing. At r.: 4** . Double 
beaded border. Only 1st 
quarter of margin pre- 
served. 


I-2-1790 JE 27 (very fragmentary). Plate III 

This coin appears to be an issue in bronze of the dirhem 
type bearing ‘Abdullah’s name accompanied by the Pahlevi 
equivalent of amir ai-mu mining 


136 . ‘Ubaydullah b. Ziyad. 6X H. = 679-687 A.D. Istakhr. 

Bronze. 

Similar to the dirhems of this governor. Date: 

I-2-1653 M 22. Plate III 

The British Museum has a bronze of ‘Ubaydullah b. Ziyad, 
also struck at Istakhr, date 59 H. ( P). 24 The flan of the latter 
specimen is somewhat larger, but the dies are of the same 
size as those with which the present coin was struck. 


137 . Al-Muhallab b. abi-Sufrah (?). Ca. 75-78 H. (?) = 
ca. 694-697 A.D. (?). Istakhr. Bronze. 


Bust, r., somewhat re- 
sembling that of Khos- 
rau II. At 1 . : ^ . At r. : 


The space in the center 
may be occupied by a sec- 


23 Cf. B. M. Arab-Sasanian, pp. 33 ff. Note that there are Istakhr dirhems 
of 63 ( ?) — there are two probably of this date in the Yale University col- 
lection — and 66 H. 

24 B. M. Arab-Sasanian, p. 73, no. 108. 
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MUHLUP(MuhallabP). 
Beaded border, interrupted 
by winged headdress. In 
margin : /??\ at bottom and 
left ( ?). Traces of legend in 
1st and 2nd quarters. 

I-2-1727 JE 20. 


ond line of inscription, or 
perhaps the coin should be 
turned 90 degrees and the 
center taken as an altar, 
without attendants. 

Plate III 


The attribution is uncertain, but the name almost cer- 
tainly is MUHLu(or a)p. Cf. the dirhems of al-Muhallab b. 
abi-Sufrah in B. M. Arab-Sasanian, pp. 113-116. 


138 - 141 . Al-Muhallab b. abi-Sufrah (?). Ca. 75-78 H. (?) = 
ca. 694-697 A.D. (?). Istakhr. Bronze. 


Facing bust, bearded, 
robed, wearing kiifiyah. At 
l.:—o.> ? At r. 
halip(-i). Beaded border. 


Facing bust, wearing ra- 
diant or flaming headdress ; 
ribbons, upward, at either 
side. At 1.: (?) 
(afzut?); at r. : (st). 

Beaded border. 


I-1-149 /E 16. Plate III 

885 JE 17 (rev. effaced). Plate III 

I-2-1728 /E 15. Plate III 

1735 JE 17. 

The best preserved obverse is I-2-1728; the reverse bust 
and especially the mint signature are well preserved on 
I-1-149; the obverse of I-1-885 is almost totally effaced. 

These extraordinary coins are unpublished, but there is a 
certain amount of related or comparative material that it 
would be well to assemble here. The obverse bust bears a 
close resemblance to the head of the sword-girt Caliph on 
Arab-Byzantine coins. 25 Admittedly the hair here appears 


25 B. M. Arab-Byzantine, pp. 22-43, plates VI-VIII. Walker dates those 
without the Caliph’s name or title to ca. 670-685 (50-66 H.), those with 
titles to ca. 670-690 (50-71 H.), those with ‘Abd al-Malik's name to 685 
to 705 (65-86 H.). 
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to be uncovered, but doubtless, as with the Arab-Byzantine 
coins, the kiifiyah is intended. 26 Hybrid Arab-Byzantine- 
Sasanian coins are not unknown (see the publications of 
Unvala, 27 Walker, 28 and cf. no. 143, below), but this appears 
to be the first occurrence of a bust of this type. 

As for the reverse, there can be no doubt that this bust is 
derived from that on certain coins of Khosrau II, the bust 
with the flaming nimbus which Herzfeld identified as that 
of the X v arasan X v arrah (Khurasan Khurrah), "gloria ori- 
entis,” 29 and which also occurs on certain Hephthalite and 
related coins. 30 A similar bust appears on some small bronze 
coins found in the French excavations at Shapur, which 
Ghirshman has attributed to Khosrau II, allegedly bearing 
the dates 16, 20 and 34. 31 The obverse of these coins bears a 
bust with what appears to be a semi-conventional Sasanian 
headdress, but I should imagine that it is not out of the 
question that a close examination of better preserved speci- 
mens of this type might reveal some characteristics sug- 


28 See ibid., pp. xxx, lxx and civ. 

27 NC 1937. 

28 Walker, Coins from Susa, pp. 238-242 ; Walker, Bishapur, p. 188 (no. XI) ; 
B. M. Arab-Sasanian, p. 25; NC 1952, p. no, no. 4. 

29 Ernst Herzfeld, Archaeologische Mitteilungen aus Iran, IX (1938), 
pp. 147-158; cf. also idem, Iran in the Ancient East (London and New 
York, 1941), pp. 330-331. 

30 The literature on these Sasanian and Hephthalite coins with the goddess 
of the flaming nimbus is considerable: see especially the references in 
Herzfeld’s article referred to above; J. Walker in NC 1935, pp. 242-245 
(wherein most of the earlier literature is cited) ; R. B. Whitehead, "Multan : 
the House of Gold,” NC 1937, pp. 60-72; R. Ghirshman, Les Chionites- 
Hephtalites (Paris, 1948), pp. 41-49; cf. J. M. Unvala, "Hepthalite coins 
with Pahlevi Legends,” Journal of the Numismatic Society of India, IV 
(1942), pp. 37 ff. 

31 R. Ghirshman, "Une monnaie de Zyad I. Abu Sofian [sic], Gouverneur 
du Fars,” in Melanges Syriens offerts d Monsieur Rene Dussaud, II (Paris, 
1939), pp. 697-701, fig. 2. There were apparently four of these coins. On 
the one illustrated the date is not legible (to me at least). Several correc- 
tions should be made in this article : among others, read abi for A bu through- 
out ; on line 2 of p. 698, read abihi; in footnote 1, p. 699, read 242 for 192. 
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gesting a post-Sasanian attribution. In any case it is inter- 
esting to note that there is at least a precedent, if not a 
parallel, for the use of the reverse bust with the flaming 

nimbus on small bronze coins found not far from Istakhr and 

• • 

undoubtedly of local origin. From the same site comes an- 
other remarkably interesting bronze, 32 which Ghirshman 
attributes to Ziyad b. abi-Sufyan, bearing on the obverse a 
bust of Sasanian type but with a peculiar and distinctive 
headdress, and on the reverse a facing bust, “coiffee d’une 
haute bare.” The name Ziyad appears in Pahlevi on the 
obverse, and Ghirshman’s supposition that this is Ziyad b. 
abi-Sufyan is doubtless correct. On the reverse there are 
two legends, which Ghirshman reads sas panca (56) and 
“Bassorah ?.” In the plate I believe I can see sihpnja (53); 
but the mint signature I cannot read, unless perhaps it is 
bis for Bishapur, which, in view of the fact that the coin is 
bronze and therefore in all probability of local origin, would 
be more likely than Basrah. If the date is indeed 53, it would 
well suit Ziyad, who struck dirhems at Bishapur in 50, 51, 
52, 53 and 54. 33 But irrespective of the legends the chief point 
of interest is the curious facing bust of the reverse which, as 
Ghirshman points out, doubtless derives from the type of 
the divinity with the flaming nimbus. Also probably of the 
same derivation are nos. 160-161, below. 

One other bronze issue undoubtedly struck in Fars and 
exhibiting an obverse certainly related to the reverse of the 
coins under discussion should be mentioned in this con- 
nection. Herzfeld 34 writes: “In Alt-Shlraz sind kleine kup- 
ferne obolen gefunden, aus der Zeit Khusraus II oder 
seiner nachfolger, wo auf der Vs. ein roh gezeichneter mann- 
licher kopf mit dem wie gestraubte haare aussehenden 

32 Loc. cit., fig. 1. 

33 See B. M. Arab-Sasanian, p. xliv. Ghirshman, op. cit., p. 698, did not 
have at his command all the data regarding Ziyad’s coins and the probable 
date of his death. 

34 Op. cit., p. 147, footnote 2. 
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flammennimbus des feuergottes erscheint, mit beischrift 
Darab oder Daray, bei keiner geschichtlichen figur der zeit 
bekannter name; auf der Rs. ein menschenkopfiger buckel- 
ochse mit der krone Khusraus II, in ihrer letzten form, 
und beischrift aza8-bu§aspan oder -busaspan, der mittel- 
pers. form des medischen guSnasp, guSasp, also wahrschein- 
lich ein satrapenname : Darab S. d. Azadhbushasp, wahrend 
die bilder den Feuergott Adhur und das Gushnasp-feuer 
allegorisieren.” I have seen photographs of the reverse of 
these coins, but not of the obverse. There is, of course, no 
evidence that this issue is to be dated after the Arab con- 
quest, but at least we have here another example of the 
divinity with flaming headdress in south-west Persia. 


142 . ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Muhammad b. al-Ash‘ath( ?). Ca. 
80-85 H. = ca. 699-704 A.D. Istakhr. Bronze. 

Bust, r., resembling that 
of Khosrau II. At 1., down- 
ward, in Kufic: [<u J]>)' 

At r., downward, in Kufic: 
j y*~*. Beaded border, inter- 
rupted by headdress. 

I-1-927 JE 21. 

Similar to Allotte de la Fuye, p. 75, fig. 5 = Unvala, 
NC 1937, p. 294, no. 29 = B. M. Arab-Sasanian, p. 173. 

Unvala read “ dat-pgroc i mansur ( ?),” suggesting the 

name of a governor with that of his father and grandfather. 
The present specimen adds qjh for the first line and the 
mint name for the last ; it confirms Mansur for the 4th, and 
suggests aumr. . . for the 2nd. Unvala’s "Datperoc, son of 
Mansur,” certainly does not seem very likely. 

It would appear to me that there is little doubt that this 
interesting coin is related to dirhems of ‘Abd al-Rahman b. 


_Jca> 


.... 


Beaded border. 


Plate III 


Digitized by 


Gck igle 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



Istakhr 


33 


Muhammad struck at Bishapur in 81 H., 35 where the word 
mansur occurs both in Pahlevi and Kufic as it does here. I 
have therefore tentatively assigned the coin to this famous 
revolutionary. For other issues of his, see B. M. Arab- 
Sasanian, p. 117, nos. I.50 and Mar. 3. 


143 . ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Muhammad b. al-Ash‘ath( ?). Ca. 
80-85 H. = ca. 699-704 A.D. Istakhr. Bronze. 


Bust, r., resembling that 
of Khosrau II. Legends at 
1. largely obliterated, prob- 
ably *t>o (gdh). At r., down- 
ward, in Pahlevi : . . . *6 

Margin: effaced except v£/ 
at 1. Dotted border, inter- 
rupted by winged head- 
dress. 


Standing figure of Ca- 
liph, hands upraised in 
prayer. Sword in sheath 
diagonally across body, 
with handle at the figure’s 
right. Hair arranged in 
curled locks at either side 
of head. At 1., downward, 
in Pahlevi. r • At r., 
downward, in Pahlevi : lav.. 
Wide margin, blank. Fig- 
ure and legends enclosed by 
dotted circle. 


I-1-143 JE 23, 3.58. Plate III 

Unfortunately the name on the obverse of this unpub- 
lished coin is incompletely preserved, but I propose to read 
it as mnsu[r] ; therefore relating it to no. 142 and again sug- 
gesting Ibn al-Ash'ath as the issuer. The reverse is ex- 
traordinary but not without parallel: the standing figure of 
the Caliph “orans,” in inspiration a Byzantine type, occurs 
on several Arab-Sasanian coins. In bronze we have a speci- 
men struck at Susa (Shush), with a Pahlevi inscription on 
the obverse and a purely Arabic epigraphical reverse, which 
Unvala read, probably correctly, as j £jl | <«' (i.e., 

35 Miles, Museum Notes VII, nos. 44-45. 
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84 H.). 36 In silver there are several specimens of Bishr b. 
Marwan with three standing figures on the reverse, the 
central one facing and with hands upraised. 37 It is remark- 
able, however, that on neither of these types is the Caliph 
sword-girt as he is here: in the present specimen there is a 
closer affinity with the common standing Caliph Arab- 
Byzantine type and with the rare Arab-Sasanian imitations 
of the year 75 H. 38 The headdress, however, is quite dis- 
tinctive: the top of the head appears to be covered with a 
cap, while the side hair (or is it a part of the covering ?) is 
arranged in large volutes or buns. 

As for the reverse Pahlevi legends, the second letter of the 
mint signature is unfortunately largely missing where the 
surface of the coin has flaked off, but enough of it is pre- 
served to indicate that probably without any doubt the 
letter is a T, and therefore the mint is Istakhr. The word at 
the left is identical with the word at the left of the “Pegasus" 
on a jals of Shush, 39 which Unvala read farroxHh, “bonheur, 
auspiciousness," 40 and is perhaps related to a word which 
occurs in the margin of several dirhems: ‘Ubaydullah b. 
Ziyad at Kirman, 41 and with a different ending, al-Muhallab 
b. abi-Sufrah at Ardashlr-Khurrah, 42 and al-Hajjaj b. Yusuf 
at Bishapur. 43 


38 Cabinet des MedaiUes; see Unvala, NC 1937, p. 288, no. 10 = B. M. 
Arab- Byzantine, p. 83, fig. 17. Another specimen is in the Teheran Museum 
(Walker, Coins from Susa, p. 240, no. 7 = B. M. Arab-Byzantine, p. 83, 
no. Teh. 4). 

37 Walker, NC 1952, pp. 106-107, nos - 1 an d 2; Miles, Museum Notes VII, 
pp. 201-202, no. 40. 

38 B. M. Arab-Sasanian, p. 25, and Walker, NC 1952, p. no, no. 4; cf. 
Miles, Mihrab and l Anazah, p. 171, pi. XXVIII, no. 5. 

39 Unvala, NC 1937, p. 292, no. 21. 

40 Cf. H. S. Nyberg, Hilfsbuch des Pehlevi (Uppsala, 1928-1931), I, p. 58, 
line 5, II, p. yi,frax u ih, “Gedeihen, Wohlstand, Gluck, Segen.” 

41 B. M. Arab-Sasanian, p. 66, no. 97. 

42 Ibid., p. 113, no. ANS. 15, and p. 116, no. ANS. 16. 

43 Ibid., p. 1 19, no. Th. 16. 
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144 . Unidentified governor. Ca. 60-90 H. = ca. 679-709 A. D. 
Istakhr. Bronze. 


Bust, r., type of Khos- 
rau II. At 1 .: tt>o ? At r. : 
Beaded border. In 
margin vl/ preserved at r. 
In 2nd quarter: <ul p-.- 

I-2-1579 M 15. 


Crude fire-altar and at- 
tendants. At 1 .: ... 

At r Beaded bor- 
der. In margin \y pre- 
served at bottom. 

Plate III 


The only known governor whose name begins with “T” 
who struck dirhems of Arab-Sasanian type was Talhah b. 
* Abdullah; but I cannot recognize this name here. 


145 . Unidentified governor or anonymous. Ca. 60-90 H. = 
679-709 A.D. Istakhr. Bronze. 


Crude bust, r., type of 
Khosrau II. No legends 
visible. Border of dots. In 
margin VL/ preserved at r. 
and below. 


I-2-1596 M 19. 


Fire-altar with very 
crudely executed attend- 
ants at each side. At 1 . : . 

At r. : V. Border of dots. 
In margin : VS/ four times. 
In 1st quarter: pos- 

sibly for ob. 


146 - 147 . Unidentified governor or anonymous. Ca. 60-90 H. 
= ca. 679-709 A.D. Istakhr. Bronze. 

Traces of bust, r. (?). At Possible fire-altar and 
1 . : At r. : traces of attendants, obliterated by 

Pahlevi legend. Single fragmentary state of coin 
beaded border. and adhering bit of oxide. 

Above altar ( ?) : . At 1 ., 

downward, . . . At r. : 

stkhr. Single beaded 
border. 
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I-i-63a JE 17. Plate III 

166 JE 17. 

This issue is assigned to the Arab period for two reasons. 
The cross on the reverse doubtless came into the repertory 
of Arab-Sasanian coinage through the influence of the Arab- 
Byzantine. For parallels see Walker, Coins from Susa, and a 
specimen from Naqsh-i Rustam, no. 54, p. 101, below. The 
latter coin, as well as the present issue, exhibits another 
characteristic that indicates a post-conquest dating: the 
remarkable fact that the mint name is written out in full. 


148 - 149 . Anonymous. Ca. 80-100 H. = ca. 699-719 A.D. 
Istakhr. Bronze. 

Bust, 1., resembling that 
of Khosrau II; crown ex- 
tends into margin and in- 
terrupts border. At 1., 
downward and retrograde, 
in Pahlevi: (for -eDP 

rvbak = ravak, “current”). 

No legend at r. ? Linear 
border. 

I-2-1578 JE 21. Plate III 

1991 JE 18. Plate III 

No. 149 shows traces only of the obverse legend, and the 
mint signature on the reverse is effaced. It will be noted that 
the entire obverse is retrograde (not only the Pahlevi legend) , 
for the bust faces left, the opposite of the universal Sasanian 
numismatic custom. For the word ravak, see NHR, p. 11, 
and for other occurrences cf. Unvala, NC 193 7, passim, and 
Walker, Coins from Susa, pp. 236, 240 and 241. I have ex- 
tended the probable terminal date of these issues to 100 H. 
because of the developed reverse post-reform legends. 


-di N 

sJd-J < 0)1 

Beaded border. 
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150 . Anonymous. Ca. 80-110 H. 
Istakhr? Bronze. 

Obscure bust ? No legend 
preserved. 


37 

ca. 699-729 A.D. 
** 41 V 

j I 




I-i~938a 7 E 20. 

This very badly preserved and obscure coin is attributed 
to Istakhr by analogy with no. 148. 


2. Uncertain Mints 

151 - 152 . Uncertain governor. Ca. 60-80 H. = 679-699 A.D. 
Mint effaced. Bronze. 

Similar to the usual Arab-Sasanian dirhems, mint and 
date effaced. <ul *_[.] in obverse margin. 


I-1-511 JE (disintegrated). 

909 JE 27 (fragmentary). 

153 . Anonymous. Ca. 60-80 H. 
faced. Bronze. 

Bust r., resembling that 
of Khosrau II. At 1.: 

At r.: Double bead- 

ed border. In margin: at 
bottom V. Traces at r. 

I-2-1919 /E 21. 


= 679-699 A.D. Mint ef- 

Traces of fire-altar and 
attendants? Single beaded 
border. Possible in 

margin, 2nd quarter. 

Plate III 


154 . Al-Muhallab b. abi-Sufrah (?). Ca. 75-78 H. (?) = ca. 
694-697 A.D. (?). No mint name? Bronze. 

Crude bust, r., of type of Crude, squat fire-altar 
Khosrau II, but lacking and attendants. Evidently 
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winged crown. At r., down-, no legends. Beaded border, 

ward, in Pahlevi: <&>■»*>. In margin: pellet (?) at top 

Beaded border. and r. preserved. 

I-1-193 JE 16. Plate III 

The attribution is very uncertain and is suggested only on 
the basis of a possible reading of the name on the obverse as 
“Muhallab." Cf. nos. 138-141, above. 


155 . The Caliph al-Walld I (?). 86-96 H. = 705-715 A.D. 


No mint name. Bronze. 

Very crude bust of Sasan- 
ian style, r. Type of head- 
dress (or crown?) indeter- 
minate. At 1 ., downward, in 
Kufic: At r., down- 

ward: j*juL. Double bead- 
ed border. 

I-1-281 JE 21. 


< 11 ^ 

*i\ 

Triple beaded border. 


Plate III 


156 . The same. 

Similar to no. 155, but at 1 .: ^)i. At r. : 

I-2-1542 JE 1 7. Plate IV 

157 - 158 . The same. 

Probably similar to no. 155, but fragmentary and 
largely obliterated. 

I-1-322 JE 20. Plate IV 

910 JE 21. 


159 . The same. 

Similar to no. 155, but headdress consists of a simple 
rounded cap or turban. At 1 ., downward, in Kufic: oJ^li. 
At r., downward: >».PjI(?). 

I-2-1948 JE 19. Plate IV 
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I have attributed these remarkable and hitherto un- 
published coins (nos. 155-159) to the Umayyad Caliph al- 
Walld on several grounds. The style, hybrid Sasanian and 
post-reform Umayyad, would suit al-Walld’s dates. 44 No 
governor or revolutionary by this name in Persia at this 
time is known. The headdress of no. 159 suggests the possi- 
bility that the die-engraver is attempting to represent the 
Caliph. 45 The inscription to the right of the bust is very 
puzzling. Is it in Kufic or in Pahlevi ? On no. 155 it might be 
an attempt at Kufic, but on no. 156, where the end of the 
legend appears to be different, it looks more like Pahlevi. On 
no. 159 it again looks more like Kufic. With great reserve I 
suggest the possibility that the die-engraver was trying to 
write amir al-mu’minln in abbreviated form. 


160 - 161 . Uncertain governor. Ca. 50-80 H. = ca. 670 to 
699 A.D. Mint effaced. Bronze. 

Bust, r. Crown consists Traces of fire-altar and 
of 5-7 coils, tapering to a attendants. Single beaded 
point at top. Small wings border, 
at r. and 1. of center of 
crown. Legends effaced. 

Single beaded border. 

I-1-81 JE 19. Plate IV 

1-2-17958 TS 14-f (fragmentary). Plate IV 

This type might be pre-Arab, but the curious bust and 
headdress suggest another Arab experiment of the same 
general nature as that on the reverse of the coin of Ziyad b. 
abi-Sufyan from the Shapur excavations, discussed under 
nos. 138-141, above. 

44 To be sure, there are hybrids of this sort at a slightly later date: cf. 
NR no. 55, p. 102, below. 

45 See my observations in Mihrab and l Anazah, pp. 169-170, with reference 
to the headdress of the figure on a remarkable transitional dirhem. 
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162 . Anonymous, or uncertain governor. Ca. 50-80 H. = 
670-699 A.D. Mint effaced. Bronze. 


Very crude bust, r., with 
simple rounded headdress, 
no wings. Three streamers 
behind neck. At 1 . : rt>o ? At 
r.: v s> »^«- u ? Single beaded 
border. 

I-2-i793a M 17. 


Traces of facing bust 
with simple headdress. 
Lower part of bust obliter- 
ated by a lump of oxidiza- 
tion. Traces of legends in 
Pahlevi, r. and 1 . ? Single 
beaded border. 

Plate IV 


Here again the unusual busts indicate an Arab-Sasanian 
dating. 


163 . Yazid b ? Ca. 60-80 H. = ca. 679-699 A.D. 

Mint effaced. Bronze. 

Very crude facing bust ( ?), 3-line inscription in Pah- 

bearded. At 1 ., downward, 1 • 

in Kufic: a»j...(?). At r., ' 

downward, in Pahlevi ( ?) : Beaded border. 

. Beaded border. 

I-2-i535a .£ 25 (roughly rectangular). Plate IV 

The figure on the obverse when inverted appears to pre- 
sent a fern-like plant in a pot; but the direction of the 
apparently Kufic legend at the left and the apparently 
Pahlevi legend at the right suggests that the figure is rather 
a crude bearded bust, as described. 


164 . Uncertain governor. Ca. 60-85 H. = ca. 679-704 A.D. 
Mint effaced. Bronze. 46 

46 The existence of this specimen was mentioned by Unvala, NC 1937, 
pp. 281, 283. 
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Winged horse, walking Largely obliterated, prob- 
to r. Above: rt>o ? Beneath: ably fire-altar and atten- 

->»*■>«*. Beaded border. dants, with legends r. and 

1. Beaded border. 

I-1-321 M 25. Plate IV 

It is just possible that the inscription on the obverse is to 
be read mnsur, in which case the coin may be related to 
those which I have tentatively assigned to ‘Abd al-Rahman 
b. Muhammad b. al-Ash'ath (cf. nos. 142-143, above). On 
the other hand, if this hesitantly proposed reading is in- 
correct the coin may well not be Arab-Sasanian at all, as 
there is nothing else in the preserved epigraphy to distin- 
guish it from a straight Sasanian issue; in which case the 
specimen should be dated considerably earlier. But a com- 
parable type, in all probability of Arab date, supports the 
post-conquest attribution. Among the coins found by the 
French Mission at Susa was one with a similar “Pegasus” on 
the obverse, accompanied by Pahlevi legends which Mr. Un- 
vala read jarroxHh (cf. no. 143, above) and peroclh, “vic- 
toire.” 47 The reverse, however, bears a four-line Pahlevi 
legend giving the name of the governor ( ?), the word framut 
(the equivalent of the Arabic * amara ) and Siis rowak, i.e., 
“current in Susa.” The latter phrase definitely indicates a 
date within the Arab period. 48 A similar specimen found at 
Persepolis is in the Cabinet des Medailles. 49 Two other “Pe- 
gasus” specimens, one of them bearing the mint signature 
bis (Bishapur), from the excavations at Bishapur, have been 
described but not illustrated. 50 As Unvala remarks, “Le 
Pegase est sans doute emprunte aux cachets sassanides, sur 
lesquels il figure tres souvent. Pourtant il est tr&s probable 

47 Unvala, NC 1937, p. 292, no. 21. 

48 Cf. nos. 148-149, above, and the comment there. 

49 Unvala, NC 1937, p. 281 and p. 292, no. 22. 

» Walker, Bishapiir, p. 188, nos. XII-XIII. 


Digitized by 


Goi gle 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



42 Excavation Coins from Persepolis 

qu’il represente sur ces monnaies musulmanes le Boraq du 
Proph&te.” 51 

165 - 166 . Uncertain governor. Ca. 60-85 H. = ca. 679 to 
704 A.D. Mint effaced. Bronze. 

Bust, r., with winged Traces of 3-line Arabic ( ?) 
headdress of type of Khos- legend. Triple beaded bor- 
rau II. Traces of legend at der. 
r. Double beaded border 
interrupted by headdress. 

I-2-i526a 7 E 15. Plate IV 

1835 JE 16. 

167 - 171 . Uncertain governors. Ca. 60-85 H. = ca. 679 to 
704 A.D. Mints effaced. Bronze. 

Five specimens with obverses bearing bust with Khos- 
rau II type headdress and reverse of fire-altar and atten- 
dants type. Legends effaced. Fabric suggests Arab- 
Sasanian attributions. 

1-2-1755, 1772c, 1785a (Plate IV), 1786 (Plate IV), 1793b 
(Plate IV) 14-20 mm. 


172 . Anonymous? Ca. 80-100 H. = ca. 699-719 A.D. Un- 
certain mint. Bronze. 


Traces of a fern or tree( ?) Very crude characters : 
in a square. •***■ 

oil 

Margin: traces of large 
lettering, between inner 
dotted and outer linear 
border. 

I-2-1520/56 A 5 20. Plate IV 


81 Unvala, NC 1937, p. 283. 
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3. No Mint Name 

173 - 175 . Anonymous. Ca. 90-120 H. = ca. 708-738 A.D. 
No mint name. Bronze. 

<J iM 
<«i Mi 

Double linear border. 

Double linear border. 

I-1-150 JE 18. Plate IV 

626 JE 19. Plate IV 

I-2-1940 JE 16. Plate IV 

This type bears conventional post-reform Arabic legends 
with the addition of the Pahlevi word afd, “excellent,” 
above the reverse area. The occurrence of isolated Pahlevi 
words on late Umayyad coins from Persian mints is not un- 
common. 52 


m2 o_u 

«J)I 


VII. BYZANTINE 

176 . Tiberius II. Year 7 = 581 A.D. Antioch. Follis. 
Similar to B. M. Cat. Imp. Byz. Coins, I, p. 117, no. 98; 

obverse effaced. 

I-1-245 JE 29, 8.80. Plate V 

177 . Heraclius. Ca. 610-613 A.D. Constantinople. Solidus. 
Similar to B. M. Cat. Imp. Byz. Coins, I, p. 185, 

nos. 3-7. 

I-2-249 N 21, 4.38 (suspension ring). Plate V 

The fact that the coin is ringed for suspension as jewelry 
suggests that it is an intrusion from a considerably later 
date. The excavation plot record, incidentally, notes that 
the coin came from refuse in HE 02, and described the find- 
spot as a “mouse hole.” 

52 Cf. NHR , pp. n-12; Unvala, NC 1937, pp. 293-296. 

4 


Digitized by 


Goi igle 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



44 Excavation Coins from Perse-polis 


VIII. POST-REFORM UMAYYAD 

A. Istakhr 
• • 

178 . Anonymous. 104 H. = 722/3 A.D. Istakhr. Fals. 


<ul y \ 

•Oil 

Mi 

Iua 


. . ^-lill 

Double beaded border 

• • • •) 

with annulets between. 

Linear border. 

I-i-252a JE 20. 

Plate V 

179 . Similar to no. 178, but V 

beneath obverse area. 

I-2-1520/62 JE 20. 

Plate V 

180 - 184 . Salm b. al-Musayyib. 

Ca. 129 H. = 746/7 A.D. 

Istakhr. Fals. 
• • 

All V 

O 

aoi Vi 

-u* 



Margin : a. ^ joVi a.^. 1 l c ai>i ^ 

AUl 


Triple linear border. 

Margin enclosed by linear 
borders. 

I-1-100 JE 19. 

114 JE 19. 

Plate V 

170 JE 20. 
242 JE 19. 

242a JE 19. 

Plate V 

These unpublished coins are interesting in that they fix 

the correct name of Salm b. al-Musayyib, l amil or prefect of 

Shiraz on behalf of ‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz 


(governor of Basrah and Kufah) in 129 H. Tabari refers to 
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him as Muslim b. al-Musayyib, 53 and again in another con- 
nection he calls him Muslim when speaking of his house in 
Kufah; 54 but in two other passages he refers to the same 
house (dar al-mukhtar) as being the one “now known” (at 
the time of his primary witness) as that of Salm b. al-Musay- 
yib. 55 It is therefore clear that Salm and Muslim are the same 
person, and our coins establish the fact that Salm is the 
correct name. Also of interest is the small detail that the 
l amil in Shiraz was at this time the administrative official 
of Istakhr. 


185 - 189 . Anonymous. 130 H. 
Ni <Ji V 

V 41)1 

4I 

>- 

Triple linear border; four 
pairs of annulets; outer 
thick linear border. 

1-1-407 JE 22, 1.90 +. 

654 A S 20, 1.86 +. 

I-2-1527 JE 20. 

1804 JE 20. 

1838b JE 21. 


= 747/8 A.D. Istakhr. Fals. 

<ul 

Margin : ^1 li* ^ ja nil ^ 

(jjilj K** 

Margin between linear or 
beaded borders, broken by 
four pairs of annulets. 


Plate V 
Plate V 
Plate V 


B. Sabtir 

190 . Anonymous. 81 H. (?) = 700/01 A.D. (?). Sabur (?). 
Dirhem. 


53 Tabari II, p. 1977: s* j' wl— ll i>. • Cf. Zambaur, p. 46. 

54 Ibid. II, p. 237. 

55 Ibid. II, pp. 520, 533. 
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(sic) <li V Conventional legends. 

(sic) <ul 

*S V 

Margin: li* <ul ^ 

(t)(jcr (?) (?) 

I-1-903 At 26, 1.90. Plate V 

The obverse is very crude and almost illegible; the attri- 
bution is therefore doubtful. The coin appears to be the 
product of a provincial and inexperienced die-cutter. Dir- 
hems of Sabur of the same date with the digit spelled 
are known. 56 


191 - 192 . Anonymous. Date if any effaced, ca. 100-132 H. = 
ca. 718-750 A.D. Sabur. Fals. 


L <ul y l 

J. 

Margin: traces of legend. 
Margin enclosed by linear 
borders. 


j JU^ 

<11 1 

Double or triple linear 
border. 


I-2-1739 M 19. Plate V 

1803 JE 20. Plate V 

Cf. Walker, BisMpur, p. 189, no. XIV, which is probably 
the same as these, although both the drawing and the de- 
scription of the specimen from Bishapur indicate that the 
obverse has no marginal legend, while here it is clear that 
one was present. Also Walker reads tyi instead of the usual 
fcjJl, but I would not say that on the present specimen this 
is the case. Walker’s drawing shows the pyramids of pellets 
inverted and also a pyramid of pellets above the reverse; on 
the present specimen this part of the coin is damaged. 

68 B. M. Arab- Byzantine, p. 156, no. P.83. 
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193 . Anonymous. 130 H. = 747/8 A.D. Shiraz. Fals. 

** A)' N 

*JL >> y <JUl 

a) dC/ri V 

Triple beaded border, un- <ul 

certain number of annulets. Margin : al- 31^ v >» aui^. 

Linear border between 
area and margin ; outer 
double beaded border. Un- 
certain number of annulets. 
I-2-1954 7 E 22. Plate V 

This unique coin is of uncommon interest. Not only is it 
the first known Umayyad issue bearing the mint name 
Shiraz, but, so far as I know, it antedates by 140 years the 
earliest hitherto recorded coin of this mint (designated by 
this name), a dirhem of the Abu-Dulafid Ahmad b. ‘Abd 
al-'AzIz. 57 Another unpublished issue of Shiraz from the ex- 
cavations is dated 192 (see nos. 522-552, below) ; and a few 
years after this latter date the mint becomes active under 
the name of Fars (or Faris), the name of the province of 
which Shiraz was the capital. 58 Theoretically Shiraz was 
founded by the Arabs on the site of their encampment at the 
time of the investment of Istakhr, 59 but in all probability the 
locality had been occupied by the Sasanians before the con- 
quest. 60 However, the relatively late date of the commence- 
ment of the mint’s activity would suggest that the town, if it 
existed, was not of administrative importance in the early 
7th century. 

57 C. J. Tomberg, Numi Cufici (Uppsala, 1848), p. 98, no. 416. 

58 In 203 H. ; see the summary of the activities of the Fars mint in G. C. 
Miles, “A Ninth Century Hoard of Dirhems found at Susa,” in a volume 
of the Memoir es de la Mission Archeologiqne de Perse, now in press. 

59 Le Strange, p. 249. 60 Cl. Huart, s.v. Shiraz in El. 
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D. Wasit 


194 . Anonymous. 93 H. = 711/12 A.D. Wasit. Dirhem. 
Similar to B. M. Arab- Byzantine, p. 193, no. 536. 

I-2-i742b At 26. Plate V 

195 . Anonymous. 114 H. = 732/3 A.D. Wasit. Dirhem. 
Similar to B. M. Arab- Byzantine, p. 196, no. 562. 

I-2-1751 At 27 (fragmentary). Plate V 


196 - 197 . Anonymous. 116 H. = 734/5 A.D. Wasit. Fals. 


** <11 ** 

<! 

Five annulets O between 
inner double beaded and 
outer linear borders. 


J>-j 

<ui 

Margin : ^1 lJm <ui 

Margin between linear 
borders. 

Plate VI 


I-2-1518 JE 21. 

1619 AS 21. 

Cf. Berlin, no. 2047, and Paris, no. 1520, with 3 annulets 
(Welin, Wasit, p. 154). 


198 . Anonymous. 121 H. = 738/9 A.D. Wasit. Dirhem. 
Similar to B. M. Arab-Byzantine, p. 198, no. 571. 
I-2-1725 At 26. Plate VI 


199 - 200 . Anonymous? 124 H. 
Effaced. 

Double linear border, 
2 annulets. 


741/2 A.D. Wasit. Fals. 
< 1)1 

Margin : . . . *—> jia <JUl 
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Margin between inner 
linear border and outer 
border consisting of inner 
thin and outer thick circles, 
with 5 ( ?) annulets. 

I-1-117 ^21, 270 +. Plate VI 

I-2-1968 JE 20. Plate VI 

This appears to be unpublished ; at least there is no speci- 
men in the principal catalogues, nor in Welin, Wasit. Cf. NR 
no. 58, p. 103, below, with obverse preserved. 


201. Anonymous? 126 H. = 743/4 A.D. Wasit (?). Fals. 


Effaced. 


-u* 


J y*) ? 

<ul 


I-2-i65ia JE 20. 


Margin: ... li* <ul 
***} — — • • • • (*) -h—l y 


If the mint name is correctly read this issue also appears 
to be unpublished. 


E. No Mint Name 

202-229. Anonymous. No date. Ca. 90-120 H. = ca. 708- 
738 A.D. No mint name. Fals. 

<JI^ JU* 

Vl J ly.J 

♦J <1)1 

Single linear, single bead- Borders as obverse, 

ed or double beaded bor- 
ders. 

Diameters range between 19 and 21mm. 
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I-1-168 (Plate VI), 230, 295, 319, 394, 575, 660, 886 (Plate VI), 
890, 916. 

I-2-1575 (Plate VI), 1594 (Plate VI), 1736b, 1738b, 1753, 1765 
(Plate VI), 1769c, 1777, 1782 (Plate VI), 1805a, 1810 
(Plate VI), 1812, 1854, 1859a, 1876c, 1906, 1965a, 1980b. 

Most of these are doubtless from Istakhr and nearby mints 
in Fars. 

230. Anonymous. No date. Ca. 90-120 H. = ca. 708-738 A. D. 
No mint name. Fals. 

Similar to nos. 202-229, but obverse: 

Hi'* 

I-2-i547a JE 20. Plate VI 


231-235. Anonymous. No date. Ca. 90-120 H. = ca. 708- 
738 A.D. No mint name. Fals. 


Obverse as nos. 202-229. 
Beaded border. 


I-2-i536b JE 18. 
1808b JE 19. 
1841 JE 18. 
1970 JE 1 7. 
1973b JE 18. 


J’V 

JU* 

J>-o 

<ul 

Beaded border. 

Plate VI 
Plate VI 


Plate VI 


The word jfU, “current,” occurs on many Umayyad and 
‘Abbasid juliis, beginning with the earliest Arab-Byzantine 
bronze; 61 and also as a countermark on at least one Arab- 
Sasanian dirhem. 62 


61 See B. M. Arab-Byzantine, index. 

82 B. M. Arab-Sasanian, p. 96, no. 192. 
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F. Mint Effaced 

236 . Mint and date, if any, effaced. Ca. 90-132 H. = ca. 708- 
750 A.D. Fals. 

Effaced. 

Ja[JI]j Triple beaded border. 

PK* 

Traces of marginal legend 
between beaded borders. 

I-2-1934 JE 21. 

237 - 255 . Unidentifiable post-reform Umayyad bronze coins. 
Ca. 80-132 H. = ca. 699-750 A.D. Fulus. 

See the Inventory for the field numbers of these coins. 


IX. ‘ABBASID PARTISANS 


256 - 257 . Abu-Muslim. Date effaced. Ca. 127-132 H. 
744-750 A.D. Mint effaced. Fals. 


- ca. 


'i 

<ul ^1 


<ul 


Margin : Vl < 4 * f . . . 
ydi 

(Qur’an XLII, 22) 
Margin between linear bor- 
ders. 


Margin: — • y \ — 

Margin between linear 
borders. 


I-2-1935 JE 22. Plate VII 

1938 JE 20, 1.93. Plate VII 

For a discussion of these and related revolutionary coins 
struck at various mints in both western Persia and Khurasan, 
see NHR, pp. 15-17, and the literature cited there; and 
Dominique Sourdel, Inventaire des monnaies musulmanes 
anciennes du Musee de Caboul (Damascus, 1953), pp. 5-9, 
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publishing a KMrijite issue of Tanbuk (?), 133 H. Among 
other things Sourdel makes a proper distinction between 
Kharijite and 'Abbasid partisan issues, which I had confused 
in NHR. 

Cf. also no. 504, below. 


X. UMAYYAD OR ‘ABBASID 

258 - 315 . Unidentifiable post-reform Umayyad or early ‘Ab- 
basid bronze coins. Ca. 80-140 H. = ca. 699-758 A. D. Fultis. 
See the Inventory for the field numbers of these coins. 


XI. ‘ABBASID 
A. Arrajan 


316 . Uncertain governor. 180 or i8x H. = 796/7 or 797- 
805 A.D. Arrajan. Fals. 

Vl <JI N 


< 1)1 

<1 

Margin : l-U <ul ^ 

occ* (f j 

Outer linear border. 


<u1 

Margin : jc • • • 3 ju* j* Vi 

<s * 

Margin between beaded 
borders. 


I-2-i78od JE 22, 4.05. Plate VII 

It is just possible that the letter 3 precedes the decade of 
the date, in which case there is also a digit, but there is very 
little space for it. 

The earliest recorded coin of Arrajan, so far as I know, is 
a dirhem of the year 187 H. 63 The town was the capital of the 
district of the same name, the westernmost of the five kurahs 
of Fars. 


43 P. Casanova, Inventaire sommairc de la collection des monnaies musul- 
tnanes de S. A. la Princesse Ismail (Paris, 1896), no. 437. 
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B. Ardashlr-Khurrah 

317 - 318 . Isma ‘11 b. ‘Ali. 145 H. = 762/3 A.D. Ardashlr- 


Khurrah. Fals. 


**l 4 ) 1 ^ 


aJj-J <1)1 

Js~j 

<J 

<ul 

Margin : p-» 

Margin : jc a ^ 

i_r*‘ jj— 4 A 

*J)\ <aJ] 

Outer linear border. 

Outer linear border. 

1-2-16931 JE 21, 2.61+. 

Plate VII 

i73if M 22, 2.84 + . 

Plate VII 

The style of lettering resembles that of contemporary 


dinars. 

Isma'il b. ‘Ali served in various capacities in Persia and 
‘Iraq: governor of Fars in 132, prefect of al-Ahwaz in 133, of 
Mosul in the same year and in 134, 135 and 138, of al-Basrah 
in 143, and again governor of Fars in 145, the year in which 
these coins were struck. 64 Other coins of his were issued in 
the latter year at Istakhr (see nos. 364-369, below) ; and we 
know of still other julus of his struck at al-Basrah in 143, 65 
and without mint name or date. 66 

Ardashlr-Khurrah was both the name of one of the five 
kurahs of Fars and of the chief town of the district (before 
Shiraz became the capital), originally known as Flruzabad, 
then as Jur (Persian Gor) and again, from Buyid times on- 
ward, as Flruzabad. 67 Designated by the Pahlevi mint sig- 
nature art it was an active mint in Arab-Sasanian times, 68 
and post-reform dirhems were struck here from 80 until 

M Tabari III, pp. 72-75, 81, 84, 123, 142, 301. 

65 Paris, no. 1560. 

68 Paris, nos. 1648-9 ; Berlin, nos. 2243-6. 

87 Le Strange, pp. 255-256; Cl. Huart, s.v. Firuz-Abad in EL 
68 B. M. Arab-Sasanian, pp. cviii-cix, etc. 
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99 H. 69 The present coins appear to be the first published 
bronze issue of the mint. There is, however, an unpublished 
fals of the year 134 in the Museum of the American Numis- 
matic Society. For other issues of Ardashir-Khurrah, in 
some instances specifically named Jur, see nos. 319-336, 
below; and re-named Kurat al-Mahdiyah min Fars, no. 581- 
609. 

319 - 322 . The Caliph al-Mahdi and Rabr. 16 7 H. = 783/4 
A.D. Ardashir-Khurrah. Fals. 


Ml 4)1 M 

000 

M o-U-J <ul 

iili-l 

4) 


* 

X* 1 

Margin : : > jl \j* 



Beaded border. The three 

Margin between linear bor- 

annulets at the top of the 

ders. 

area may actually belong 
to the marginal border. 

1-1-364,® 17, 1.73 +. 
I-2-1543 M 1 7. 

Plate VII 

1783 M 17. 

Plate VII 

1799 JE 17, 1.71+. 

Plate VII 

Vl 

323 . Similar to nos. 319-322, but obverse: <11 V 


M <ul 


etc. 

I-2-1561 M 17. 

Plate VII 


Rabi‘ (beneath the reverse area) is doubtless abu’-FacJl al- 
Rabr b. Yunus b. ‘Abdullah, a public servant who filled 
various offices under four Caliphs. He was appointed hajib 
and later vizier by al-Mansur; and during al-Mahdi’s reign 

69 B. M. Arab- Byzantine, pp. 107-109. 
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he again performed both these functions. 70 Our coins would 
establish the fact that he was vizier in 167 H. Cf. also 
nos. 391-477, below, where al-Rabr’s name occurs on coins 
of Istakhr of the same date. 

324 - 325 . Similar to nos. 319-322, but: 

^ Reverse has chain border. 

M <U| 

*} <L Cjl 

->yr 

I-2-1589 M 18, 1.69. Plate VII 

1729b JE 16. Plate VII 

326 . Similar to nos. 324-325, but the reverse retrograde. 
I-2-1975 JE 17. Plate VII 

Of particular interest is the occurrence of the name Jur 
(see above, p. 53) beneath the obverse. The implication 
would be that the name Ardashir-Khurrah in the margin 
was taken to mean the district, 71 and that on these coins the 
specific mint is named. Six years earlier the name Jur occurs 
on some coins bearing the district name Kurat al-Mahdiyah 
min Fars (nos. 581-609, below), but otherwise the mint name 
is unknown to Islamic numismatics. 

327 - 336 . Muhammad [b. Yahya] Barmaki. 182 H. = 
798/9 A.D. Ardashir-Khurrah. Fals. 


Vl <Jl V 

JU* 

V <u) 

Jj-j 

aJ 

<ul 

JU* 



70 References to all the pertinent literature are given by A. S. Atiya in El, 
s.v. al-Rabi*. Zambaur ( Manuel , p. 6) gives the date of his second vizirate 
as ca. 166, although Atiya says he never was vizier under al-Mahdi. 

71 Cf. other names of provinces or districts on Umayyad and early ‘Ab- 
basid coins, such as Adharbayjan, Arran, Irmlniyah (Armenia), SijistSn, 
Tabaristan, Filastin, etc. 
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Margin : s > ^ jt lj* 

J (jrCJl C-* 

Margin between linear bor- 
ders. 


Margin: Qur’an, IX, 33. 
Margin between linear bor 
ders. 


I-1-895 JE 19, 2.38. 
I-2-1520/35 JE 19, 2.20. 
1520/50 20, 2.24. 

Plate VII 
1639 JE 19, 2.39. 

1641c JE 18. 

1661 JE 17. Plate VII 


1-2-16736 JE 19. Plate VII 
1762b JE 19. Plate VII 
1864c JE 19, 1.94 + . 

Plate VII 
1989a JE 19. Plate VII 


It is evident that the words beneath the obverse and 
reverse areas are to be read together, because on coins of 
Istakhr and Fasa struck in the same year (nos. 478-489 and 
562-580, below), the name Muhammad b. Yahya is written 
out in full in the margin together with “Barmaki” beneath 
the reverse. The governor therefore must be Muhammad b. 
Yahya b. Khalid the Barmacide, who was hajib at the court 
until 179 H. 72 Other coins of his were struck in 183 H. at 
Sabur (see nos. 510-519, below). This Muhammad b. Yahya 
was of course a different individual from the man by the 
same name (but whose ancestor was al-Harith b. Shakhlr) 
who governed al-Rayy in 179 and 180. 73 

This is the only bronze issue of Ardashlr-Khurrah of which 
there has been a previous publication. 74 


337 - 338 . Anonymous. 1x5 H. = ca. 775-800 A.D. Ar- 
dashlr-Khurrah. Fals. 

Vl *}\ V Ju* 

<1)1 <ul <1)1 

«J 

72 W. Barthold, s.v. Barmakides, El; cf. Zambaur, p. 10. 

73 Tabari III, p. 645 ; cf. NHR, pp. 67-68. 

74 Tiesenhausen, no. 1336. The word beneath the reverse was not legible 
on this specimen, but doubtless the issue is the same. 
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Margin : ^-U) li* 

5 

Outer border consisting 
of 5 ( ?) annulets between 
linear circles. 

I-2-1678 JE 17. 

1955 JE 16. 


Margin: Qur’an IX, 33. 
Margin between linear 
borders. 


Plate VII 


339 . Uncertain governor. Date effaced. Ca. 132-160 H. = 
ca. 750-777 A.D. Ardashlr-Khurrah. Fals. 

Effaced. 


■oil 


I-2-1590 /E 20. 


Margin : ,^1 li^ <ui 




C. Istakhr 

340 - 343 . The Caliph [abuT-‘ Abbas] ‘Abdullah [al-Saffah]. 
133 H. = 750/1 A.D. Istakhr. Fals. 


-uj: 

<ul 

Margin : <ui aa> <u\ juc. * y,\ Lc* 

•0)1 4 a <jrC«^il ja | 

Margin between linear 
borders. 

I-2-i544a /E 21. 

1652 JE 20. 

1897 JE 19. 

1998 JE 20, 1.75 +. 


Ju£ 

<ui 

Margin : ^JiJl la* y >» 

4 Zaj U&J C— 

Margin between linear 
borders. 

Plate VIII 
Plate VIII 
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344 - 363 . The Caliph ‘Abdullah [al-Mansur]. 140 H. = 


757/8 A.D. Istakhr. Fals. 



4. Ir 

JU* 


JlS> <jul JUS 



1 <All 

«JUl 


lijll 

Margin: <ui 


• • 
• 

J?l»- 4 l»_j 41 — a— »l 


Border consists of 3 an- 

Margin between linear or 


nulets O alternating with 

beaded circles, the outer of 


• •, between linear circles. 

which interrupted by 5 an- 
nulets 0. 


I-1-63 JE 18. 

I-2-i627a yE 18. 


276 JE 20, 2.28+. 

1706 JE 18. 


312a JE 18, 1.40 + . 

1836b JE 18. 


893 JE 19, 1.83 + . 

1843 JE 20. Plate VIII 

u 

906 JE 20, 1.57 +• Plate VIII 1870 JE 19. Plate VIII 

it 

I-2-1558 JE 17. Plate VIII i879d JE 19. 


1591 JE 1 7. 

1881c JE 17. 


1593 iE 16. 

1941 JE 18. 

co ^ 

1598 JE 20. 

1959 JE 19. 

® ET 

1603a iE 21. Plate VIII 1962a JE 18. 


A specimen of this issue was 

published by Soret in 1854. 75 


Note >’U at the end of the marginal legend. 76 


364 - 368 . Isma‘il b. ‘Ali. 145 H 

. = 762/3 A.D. Istakhr. Fals. 


**l 4 ) 1 ** 



M OJU-J cut 



4) 

<ul 


Margin: J-—I V*! 4. y\ b* 

Margin : l u ^ 

Q, P 

<1)1 4 *Ul ^ Jj. 

IJ -*‘ 41 - 


Margin between linear 

Margin between linear 


borders, the outer one in- 

borders, the outer one in- 


75 Tiesenhausen, no. 710. 



76 Cf. no. 231, above. 
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terrupted by alternating 
annulets O and o O . Outer 
thick beaded border. 

I-1-257 & 22 » 2 -5 2 +- 

Plate VIII 
936 JE 19, 1.90 + . 


terrupted by 5 annulets O. 
Outer thick linear border. 

I-2-1569 JE 21. 

1743a JE 21, 2.58+. 

1846a JE 22. Plate VIII 


369 . Similar to nos. 364-368 (mint and date effaced), but 
margin has : -oil o O • • • J. ■' • • • 

I-2-1570 JE 20. Plate VIII 

For Ismael b. ‘Ali see nos. 317-318, above, struck at Ardashir- 
Khurrah. 


370 - 382 . Harun b. Muhammad (?). 149 H. = 766/7 A.D. 
Istakhr. Fals. 


Vi <11 V 

<u' 

A) ^V 

Margin: <j. j**V 1 *,y\ Ir 

[1 

Outer border consists of 
2 linear circles interrupted 
by 5(?) annulets o. 


JU* 

J 

oil 


<ul 


Margin: .. 

Area enclosed by double 
linear circle. Margin en- 
closed by inner linear and 
outer beaded circles inter- 
rupted by 5 ( ?) annulets o. 

I-2-1614 JE 21. 

1704 JE 20. 

1752 JE 22. 

1767 JE 20. 

1800 JE 20. 

1864b JE 20, 2.12 +. 

Plate VIII 
1933b JE 20. Plate VIII 

I have not been able to identify Harun b. Muhammad ( ?). 


I-1-131 JE 21. 

301 JE 21, 3.30. 
307 JE 22, 3.23. 
335 JE 21. 

382 JE 21. 

937 JE 21. 


Plate VIII 
Plate VIII 
Plate VIII 
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383 - 390 . Al-Rabr b. al-Khatir 

Istakhr. Fals. 

• • 

Vl <!\ V 


(?). 159 H. = 775/6 A.D. 


JU* 


4JUl 

<J 

Margin : (?) ^iij. ^ J\ *>_ Lr 

<ill <9 cL»I 

Margin between linear 
borders with 4 annulets O. 


«JU| 

(0 1 

Margin : ^JiJl li* *ui ) *_ 

Margin between linear 
borders, with 5 ( ?) annulets 
O on outer circle. 


I-1-657 JE 22, 2.16+. 

Plate VIII 
657a JE 23, 1.84 + . 

Plate VIII 

934 JE 20. 


I-2-1520/70 23. 

1587 .E 23. Plate VIII 
1949 JE 19. 

1963 JE 20. 

2001 JE 21, 2.48. 


The name al-Rabi* is certain, and al-Khatir is probably 
correct, but I have been unable to find anyone by this name 
in the chronicles. Both the father’s name and the position 
of the name in the marginal formula eliminate the possibility 
that the person is al-Rabr b. Yunus (cf. nos. 319-323, above, 
and nos. 391 ff., below). 


391 - 470 . The Caliph al-Mahdi and Rabr. 167 H. = 783/4 

A.D. Istakhr. Fals. 

• • 

Vl 4)1 V 
V aDI 


4) 

Border consisting of inner 
linear circle, circle of dots 
and outer linear circle ; be- 
tween the latter two, 5 an- 
nulets O- 


Aiiil 

jul 

cnU^Il 

Margin : ^ ^ 

4L.J 

Margin between linear 
circles. 
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Diameter usually about 17 mm. ; maximum weight, 3.04. 7 E. 

I-1-17, 75, 92, 113 (Plate IX), 160, 186, 199, 210, 252, 300, 354, 
366, 425, 516, 521, 561, 604, 645, 655b, 884, 887, 893a, 901, 
902, 919, 929, 929b, 935a, 948. 

I-2-1525, 1550, 1611, 1621 (Plate IX), 1624, 1643, 1647, 1651b, 
1651c, 1664, 1667a, 1692c, 1692c! (Plate IX), 1696b, 1697, 
1702, 1703b (Plate IX), 1711a (Plate IX), 1712 (Plate IX), 
1723a, 1724b, 1731a, 1731b, 1731c! (Plate IX), 1737, 1741 
(Plate IX), 1745, 1754a, 1754b, 1 77 Ia - 1805b (Plate IX), 
1807, 1822a, 1838c!, 1853b, 1855, 1861, 1872a, 1874 (PlateIX), 
1881a, 1890 (Plate IX), 1896, 1898b, 1924b, 1937, 1961a, 
1967a, 1971, 1976, 1984, 1988. 


471 . Similar to nos. 391-470, but the mint-date formula is 
on the obverse between an inner linear border and a thick 
outer linear border ; reverse, inner linear border, uncertain 
number of annulets, thick outer linear border. 

I-1-386 JE 19, 2.60 + . 


472 - 473 . Similar to nos. 391-470, but: 
** 41 V 

<ul 

( sic ) 4 


* 

Mint-date formula be- 
tween inner linear border 
and outer thick linear bor- 
der. 

I-i-9i9a, 17. 

929a, 17. 


jy\ 

Uncertain number of an- 
nulets. Outer linear border. 

Plate IX 


474 - 476 . Similar to nos. 391-470, but mint-date formula on 
obverse between inner linear border and outer thick linear 
border; and reverse: 


5 


* 
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o o o 
i-aii 
<^11 

& 

One specimen has a pair 
of annulets at the left ; 
outer linear border. 

I- 2 -i 682 a JE 17. 

1908a JE 16. Plate IX 

1916 JE 16. 


477 . Similar to nos. 391-470, but : 


<11 N 

• 

<ul 

iilil 

< 14 Zj£i 


t 

00.^11 ^«l 

Mint-date formula ; outer 

& 

beaded border. 

* 


Alternating o O and o 
between linear borders. 

I-2-1582 JE 16. Plate IX 

The first to describe a coin in general similar to nos. 391 to 
477 was Fraehn; 77 Lane-Poole published two others similar 
to the first variety, but with an error in the first line of the 
obverse on one; 78 Nutzel described two also similar to the 
first variety; 79 and there is a similar specimen in the Museum 
of the American Numismatic Society. RabP is identified 
above, p. 54, in connection with coins bearing his name and 
struck in the same year at Ardashir-Khurrah (nos. 319-326). 

77 Tiesenhausen, no. 1037. 

78 B. M. i, p. 202, nos. 105-106. 

79 Berlin, nos. 2131-2132. 
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478 - 488 . Muhammad b. Yahya Barmaki. 182 H. = 803/4 
A.D. Istakhr. Fals. 


•tfi 4 \ V 

.w* 

<ul 


4 dl 

*u\ 

L 


Margin: a ^ 1 «.>*i U* 

Margin : > iju 

oft cf^- 


Margin between inner 

Margin between linear 

beaded and outer linear 
borders. 

borders. 

I-1-932 JE 20, 2.32 + . 

I-2-1679 JE 19, 2.14+. 

I-2-1520/7 JE 19. Plate IX 

Plate IX 

1520/63 JE 19. 

1726b JE 20. Plate IX 

1557a JE 18. Plate IX 

1811b JE 19. 

1635b JE 17. 

1868 JE 20. Plate IX 

1641b JE 18. 

1967b JE 19. 


489 . Similar to nos. 478-488, but apparently no ^ beneath 
the obverse. 

I-2-i857a JE 20. 

The governor named in the obverse marginal legend (with 
his family name beneath the reverse area) is the Barmacide 
Muhammad b. Yahya b. Khalid, who struck fuliis at Ar- 
dashlr-Khurrah and Fasa in 182 H. 80 and at Sabur in 183 H. 81 

The following coins of Istakhr (nos. 490-497) are only 
partially preserved and cannot be definitely assigned to any 
of the above issues. In view of their fragmentary state no 
useful purpose would be served in describing them in full. 

80 Nos. 327-336, above, and nos. 562-580, below. 

81 Nos. 510-5 19, below. 
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490 - 497 . Uncertain governors. Ca. 132-200 H. = ca. 750 to 
816 A.D. Istakhr. Fulus. 

I-1-376 JE : reverse margin : . . . . l .... 

I-2-1520/65 Ai: reverse margin: (t) li* ^ j* 

1556c JE: reverse margin: . . . j j»-I c- l . . . 

I73ie JE: obverse margin: ... a. .mVi . • . 

reverse margin J> xk*>l ^^1 a* . . . 

1778 ,E: probably Istakhr 
1818 iE : probably Istakhr 
1840 JE : probably Istakhr 

I-2-i853a JE : obverse margin : < j*\ L* 

reverse margin : . . . wl ^,-1*11 li* 


D. Al-Ahwaz 

498 . Anonymous. 140 H. (?) = 757/8 A.D. (?). Al-Ahwaz. 
Fals. 

**1 4 \ V 
• <ul 

Margin: (sic?) . . . Margin: traces. 

(?) 

Outer linear border. Margin between linear 

borders. 

I-2-1520/27 JE 20. Plate IX 

The attribution is dubious in every respect. 


E. Biramqubadh 

499 - 502 . The Caliph ‘Abdullah [al-Mansur]. 141 H. = 
758/9 A.D. Biramqubadh. Fals. 


< y>\ L* 

JU^ 

<JUl JUP <ul JU P 



<ul 
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Border consists of double 
linear circle broken by alter- 
nating O and • •, four 
times. 


Margin : ^iiJl li* <ui ^ 

Margin between linear 
borders. 


I-1-938 iE 21, 2.10 + . Plate IX 

I-2-i552b M 2i, 2.85. Plate IX 

1744 JE 21. Plate X 

1758c M 20. Plate X 

The mint of Biramqubadh has been identified by John 
Walker and is equated with Arrajan, both of which names 
were known to Tabari. 82 A mint (using the signature brm) 
was located here in Arab-Sasanian times, and we know of 
issues of ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Ziyad and al-Hakam b. abi’l- 
‘As dated 54 and 58 H. respectively. 83 After the coinage 
reform it continued as a mint, dirhems of the years 79, 80, 
90 and 93 being known. 84 But no bronze issue of Biram- 
qubadh was hitherto known, and it is of great interest to 
learn that the mint was still active under this name as late 
as 141 H. We have no recorded issue of Arrajan until about 
180 H. (see no. 316, above). 


F. Madlnat Balkh? 

503 . The Caliph Harun al-Rashid and al-Amln. 182 H. ( ?) = 
798/9 A.D. (?). Madlnat Balkh (?). Dirhem. 

Similar to B.M. i, no. 170?; mint and date obscure. 
I-2-1774 At 25. Plate X 

82 B. M. Arab-Sasanian, pp. cxiii-cxvi. Cf. G. C. Miles, "Abarqubadh, a 
new Umayyad Mint,” in ANS Museum Notes IV, pp. 115-120, for a 
further discussion of the confusion between Biramqubadh, Abarqubadh, 
etc. 

83 B. M. Arab-Sasanian, pp. 85-86. 

84 B. M. Arab- Byzantine, pp. 124-125. 
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G. Tawwaj 

504 . The Caliph [abuT-‘ Abbas] ‘Abdullah [al-Saffah]. 132 H. 
= 749/50 A.D. Tawwaj. Fals. 






<ul 


Margin : (sic) ^ j* 

Margin : [i<oI]j-c < y\ iruiJ ^ 

uyu Vi l^l 


Margin between beaded 

Margin between beaded 


borders. borders. 

Counterstamp, consisting of a single letter or a circle, in 
upper part of reverse area, causing a convexity in the 
reverse area. 

I-2-1555 JE 20, 1.34. Plate X 

A crack, possibly caused by the counter-stamping, is pre- 
sent on the coin at the point where the mint name lies. To 
judge by the width of the crack there would be a letter 
between the j and the £ of the name ; but on the other side 
only the letter \ is missing, so it appears that the crack is 
wider than the flan originally was at this point, and that no 
letter is missing between _> and £. 

This very interesting coin not only is unique but it is the 
first known example of this mint. Tawwaj was a town on the 
Ratln River (now the Rtid-i Hilla) in the district of Ardashlr- 
Khurrah, near Kazirun and 32 farsakhs from Shiraz. It tvas 
an ancient town, 86 captured by the Arabs in 18 or 19 H. 
(639-640 A.D.) and thereafter settled by them and em- 
bellished with mosques and a dar al-muslimtn. 96 The town’s 
chief claim to fame in later Islamic times was its textile pro- 

85 See Ernst Herzfeld, “Pasargadae,” in Klio, VIII (1908), p. 18, citing 
Strabo, Arrian and Ptolemy. 

88 Baladhuri, p. 386; Yaqut, I, pp. 890-891; Hudiid al-'Alam, pp. 74, 127, 
212, 377 (spelled Tavaz); Farsnama, pp. 114, 135, 163; cf. Le Strange, 
pp. 259-260. 
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duction, particularly of a type of linen known as tawwazi, 
produced both in Tawwaj and also in Kazirun by artisans 
from Tawwaj. 87 

Our interest in this coin is not however limited to its topo- 
graphical aspects. It will be noted that the obverse margin 
bears the unusual Qur’anic quotation Surah XLII, 22: “Say, 
for this I ask no wage of you, save love of my kin.” This 
verse occurs on a number of coins, both dirhems and fuliis, 
struck by Abu-Muslim and ‘Abdullah b. Mu‘awiyah during 
the period of the uprisings by ‘Abbasid partisans between 
127 and 132 H. (744-749 A.D.). 88 On this account one would 
be inclined at first sight to attribute this coin of Tawwaj 
also to the ‘Abbasid partisans, were it not for the fact that 
the reverse margin bears the name and title, amir al- 
miCminin, of the newly enthroned ‘Abbasid Caliph al-Saffah. 
The coin therefore is an ‘Abbasid issue and must have been 
struck after 13 Rabr I, 132 (30 October, 749), the date of 
al-Saffah’s proclamation. The retention of the propaganda 
slogan, Qur’an XLII, 22, is remarkable, but we know that 
it still must have been on the lips of all well-informed revo- 
lutionaries, for Tabari tells us that al-Saffah quoted the 
verse in his inaugural address. 89 This is, so far as I know, the 
first recorded example of a purely ‘Abbasid coin bearing this 
celebrated passage; the other known issues of the year 132 
were struck either before the final success of the revolution, 
or, at least in the distant mints such as Marv and Balkh, 

before word was received of al-Saffah’s enthronement. 

• • 

87 See the numerous references assembled by R. B. Serjeant, “Material for 
a History of Islamic Textiles up to the Mongol Conquest,” Ars Islamica X 
( 1943 ). PP- 83-84 (also pp. 81-82), and IX (1942), p. 68, XV-XVI (1951), 
P- 77 - 

88 See nos. 256-257, above, and the literature cited there. To the list in 
NHR should be added another specimen of al-Taymarah, 128 H., another 
of Jayy, 129 H., which have come to my attention (Cora and E. Zygman 
collections), and one of Balkh, 132 H., published by Ibrahim Artuk in 
Tarih Dergisi III (Istanbul, 1953), pp. 135-136. 

89 Tabari III, p. 29. 
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Counterstamps on early ‘Abbasid coins are not at all 
common, and it is a pity that the present one is illegible. One 
can only speculate on its significance. Perhaps it validated 
the coin in Istakhr; or else it may have legitimized an issue 
which might have appeared to those who did not examine 
it carefully to predate the ‘Abbasid rule. 


H. Jayy 


505 . [Al-Husayn b. al-Jannah]. 191 H. = 806/7 A.D. Jayy. 
Fals. 


<A)| 

Margin: li* o SmJjria <A) I |+««j 

O Oywi j O ^^>*1 O 

Margin between beaded 
borders. 

I-2-1672 TE 20. 


Effaced. 


Margin: dy 

Margin between beaded 
borders. 

Plate X 


In the Cabinet des Medailles there is a comparable coin, 90 
on which Lavoix read the date 181. Could he have misread 
it ? The date of the present specimen is clearly 191. Beneath 
the reverse area of the Paris piece is the name -w*, and the 
reverse margin reads : it j? 1 dy a. uj-D < k. I have 

not been able to identify the prefect, a freedman. Jayy was 
the old name for Isfahan. 


I. Sabur 

506 - 507 . Musa Pd. al-Mahdi] and Salih b. Da’ud. Ca. 164- 
165 H. = ca. 780-782 A.D. Sabur. Fals. 

a. J 
90 Paris, no. 1572. 
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<|j| 

Margin: Jj j <ul |<>_i 

Margin enclosed by bor- 
der consisting of inner 
beaded circle and outer 
linear circle, with annulets 
O between. 


•>->!•> a. 

Margin: Ml «]i M 

<1)1 (J J <] jZ. 

Margin enclosed by dou- 
ble beaded and outer linear 
circles. 


I-2-1612 JE 20. Plate X 

1930 /£ 18. Plate X 

On no. 1-2- 1930 the words <ui ^ appear to be the first 
line of the area rather than to introduce the marginal legend. 

The amir Musa is of course the Caliph al-Mahdi’s son 
(al-Hadi), at this time heir to the throne, as stated in the 
obverse margin. Salih b. Da’ud b. ‘Ali was appointed gov- 
ernor of al-Basrah and its dependencies, Dijlah, Bahrayn, 
‘Uman, al-Furad, al-Ahwaz and Fars in the year 164 H. 91 
These coins, and nos. 508-520, below, are, so far as I know, 
the first recorded ‘Abbasid issues of Sabur. It is curious that 
none should have been found in the excavations there. Arab- 
Sasanian and Umayyad coins of the mint (Bishapur and 
Sabur) are well know; among others see nos. 103-134, 190 to 
192, above. The phrasing and arrangement of the legends on 
the present coins is unusual. 


508 - 509 . The Caliph al-Mahdi. 167 H. = 783/4 A.D. Sabur. 
Fals. 



jyS- 



j** I 

J 


& 


81 Tabari III, pp. 501, 503. Cf. Zambaur, p. 40. 
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Margin (between linear Triple linear border, 
borders?) effaced. 

I-2-1903 JE 16. Plate X 

1997 JE 16. Plate X 

510 - 519 . Muhammad [b. Yahya] Barmaki. 183 H. = 
799/800 A.D. Sabur. Fals. 


Vl «ji V 

& 

oil 

-u* 

-J^V 


* 

<1)1 

Area enclosed by double 

-U* 

linear border, outside which 

Margin: L. ^1 

5 annulets 0. 

Ijj <jv£ j 

Margin enclosed by lin- 
ear borders, the outer of 


which interrupted by 5 an- 
nulets o. 


I-1-315 JE 19, 1.50 +. 
I-2-1520/3 JE 17. 


1520/13 JE 17. 

Plate X 

1520/51 JE 17. 

Plate X 

1520/54 ,E 18. 


1520/61 .E 19. 

Plate X 

i69od E 18. 


1700a E 18. 

Plate X 

1779b JE 20. 

Plate X 

1977b E 18. 



These coins, with “Barmaki" above the reverse and Mu- 
hammad beneath, are to be compared with those of the year 
182 struck at Ardashlr-Khurrah, Istakhr and Fasa (nos. 327- 
336 and 478-489, above, and 562-580, below). 
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520. [Muhammad b. Yahya?] 
800 ( ?) A.D. Sabur. Fals. 

Vi -Ji V 
< 1)1 

.1 

Margin : (t) 4. ^.l — 

Margin between linear 
borders. 


Barmaki. [18 ? ]4 H. = 


<ul 

Margin: 


Outer linear border. 


I-2-i6o6b M 17. 

The attribution is based on nos. 510-519, above, but 
everything except the word j. is dubious. 


J. Madinat Samarqand 

521. [Al-Fadlb. Sahl]. 201 H. = 816/7 A.D. Madinat Samar- 
qand. Dirhem. 

Similar to B. M. i, no. 288. 

I-2-i687a 25. Plate X 


K. Shiraz 


522-552. ‘Abdullah b. al-Musayyib. 192 H. = 807/8 A.D. 
Shiraz. Fals. 


Vi <|i V 
<ul 

«j J^>V 


* 

Margin: ji^i. ^1 li* 

Margin between linear 
borders. 


Vi «, j*\ k 

<U| JL£ >• 

t 

Margin: Qur’an IX, 33. 


Margin between linear 
borders. 
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The * beneath the obverse is not always present. 


I-1-602 IE 20, 1.25 +. Plate X 

I-2-1520/66 IE 19, 1.49 + . 

I-2-1520/12 IE 20, 3.06. 

1520/68 IE 20. Plate X 

1520/18 IE 20, 2.24. 

1520/71 IE 21, 2.83. 

1520/23 IE 20. 

Plate XI 

1520/26 IE 20. 

1520/73 IE 20. 

1520/29 IE 22. 

1520/74 IE 19. 

1520/30 IE 21. 

1535b M 17. 

1520/32 IE 19. 

1626b vE 19. 

1520/34 M 19. 

1658 IE 21. 

1520/37 IE 22, 2.85. Plate X 

1680 IE 20. 

1520/40 IE 19. 

1692b IE 20. 

1520/46 IE 21. 

1762c IE 19. 

1520/47 IE 21. 

I772d IE. 

1520/48 IE 21, 1.84 + . 

i82od IE 20. 

1520/49 IE 21. 

i960 IE 18. Plate XI 

1520/58 IE 21. 

1966a M 20. 


The identity of the governor is uncertain. A certain ‘Ab- 
dullah b. al-Musayyib is mentioned once in Tabari in con- 
nection with events of the year 158 H., 92 but this is 34 years 
before the date of these coins. However, this ‘Abdullah’s 
father was al-Musayyib b. Zuhayr, who was a prominent 
general and official throughout the forties and fifties of the 
century 93 and was governor of Khurasan as late as 163 to 
166 H., in which latter year the province rose in revolt 
against him. 94 A son of his could therefore conceivably have 
been active in 192 H. There can hardly be any connection 
with Salm b. al-Musayyib who was governor of Istakhr and 
Shiraz ca. 129 H. (nos. 180-184, above). 

See no. 193, above, for an earlier issue of the Shiraz mint. 


82 Tabari III, p. 455. 

83 Ibid. Ill, pp. 3, 21, 80, 135, T 95> 293, 382, 384. 

84 Ibid. Ill, pp. 500-501, 503, 517. 
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L. Fars 

553 . Anonymous. 205 H. = 820/1 A.D. Fars. Fals. 


Vi 4 ** 

JU* 


Jj-j 


•all 

Margin : u Mi\ \ <ui ^ 

Margin: Qur’an IX, 33. 


Margin enclosed by inner 

Margin between linear 

linear and outer thick lin- 

borders. 

ear borders, within which 
5 annulets 0. 

I-2-1921 JE 20. 

Plate XI 


This unique fals of Shiraz bearing the province name Fars 
was struck two years after the earliest known dirhem on 
which the mint is designated by this name.® 5 


M. Fasa 


554 - 561 . The Caliph al-Mahdi and Nusayr. No date. 158- 
169 H. = 775-785 A.D. Fasa. Fals. 
lull 


Margin: . . .(f)cok; • • • 
Margin between inner 
linear and outer beaded 
borders. 

I-1-284 JE 17. 

655 JE 19. Plate XI 
935 JE 21. 

95 See the discussion following no. ic 


Border yoyoUoyo 
between linear circles. 


I-2-1533 JE 18. 

1688b JE 19, 2.09. 

1700b JE 2o, 2.51. Plate XI 
1821 JE 1 7. Plate XI 

1875b JE 19. 

above. 
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The obverse margin seems to consist of only three or four 
words, the letter sad of what appears pretty definitely to be 
j Mansur, being drawn out to cover nearly 80 % of the 
circumference. The word a-oU., “in Fars,” is conjectural but 
quite possible. One of the best preserved obverse marginal 
legends is NR 61, p. 104, below. 

Fasa was an important town between Darabjird and 
Shiraz, by the 4th century of the Hijrah almost as large as 
Shiraz. Like Tawwaj (see no. 504, above) it was well known 
for its textiles. 96 Fasa was a mint in early post-reform Umay- 
yad times, and dirhems are known of the years 79, 80 and 
81. 97 A sole ‘Abbasid dirhem attributed to Fasa by Fraehn 
with a query is dated 166 H.; 98 the existence of the present 
fulus of approximately the same date tend to confirm this 
attribution. These coins and nos. 562-580, below, are, so far 
as I know, the only bronze issues of the mint that have come 
to light. 

It would be difficult to say whether Nusayr is the same 
person whose name occurs (always without patronymic) on 
a number of contemporary dirhems and fulus : JR Adhar- 
bayjan, 166," M Madlnat al-Salam, 166, 100 JR and JE al- 
Basrah, 167, 101 JR Armlnlyah, 167, 102 7R al-Basrah, 168, 103 
M al-Mawsil, 168, 104 7R Adharbayjan, 169. 105 On these coins 
the name occurs either in isolated position in the area or else 
in the margin accompanied by the phrase * ala yaday, “at the 
hands of." I have suggested that this man might possibly be 

96 Le Strange, pp. 290, 293-294. 

97 B. M. Arab- Byzantine, pp. lxxxv, 169. 

98 Tiesenhausen, no. 994. 

99 Berlin, no. 780. 

100 B.M. i, p. 206, no. 120; Berlin, nos. 2151-8; Paris, nos. 1620-21; 
Antioch, no. 121; and see below, no. 613. 

101 Tiesenhausen, no. 2772; Berlin, no. 2136. 

102 Berlin, no. 788. 

103 Tiesenhausen, no. 1047 > B.M. i, no. 100. 

104 Tiesenhausen, no. 1054. 

105 B.M. ix, p. 45, no. 88 4 ; Berlin, nos. 781-2; Paris, no. 691. 
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a certain eunuch and freedman by the name of Nusayr al- 
Waslf who in 169 was in charge of the postal service. 106 


562-580. Muhammad b. Yahya Barmaki. 182 H. = 798/9 
A.D. Fasa. Fals. 


H\ <JlV 

-u* 

.jj . j <«l 


<1 

<1)1 



Margin : 0 0 <j>»l O L 

Margin : Li ^liM u * 

O/.O 

uyjr j [or ij 1 

Margin between inner 

Margin between linear 

linear and outer beaded 
borders. 

borders. 

I-1-515 JE 1 7. Plate XI 

1-2-16716 JE. 

562 JE 18. 

1689 JE 18. 

653 JE 19. 

1695 JE 19. 

905 JE 18, 2.64. 

1814 JE 19. Plate XI 

912 JE 18, 2.53. 

1847b JE 19. 

I-2-1520/15 JE 17. 

1850 JE 18. Plate XI 

1520/28 JE 18. 

1912 JE. 

1530 JE 18. Plate XI 

1969 JE 19. 

1610 JE 17. Plate XI 

1622c 17. Plate XI 

1986 JE 19. Plate XI 

This issue of Muhammad b. 

Yahya the Barmacide is to be 

compared with others of the same date struck at Ardashlr- 

Khurrah (nos. 327-336) and 

Istakhr (nos. 478-489), and 

those of Sabur issued in 183 (nos. 510-519) and possibly 184 
(no. 520). 


N. Kurat al-Mahdlyah min Fars 

581 -602a. Anonymous. 161 H. = 777/8 A.D. Kurat al- 
Mahdiyah min Fars. Fals. 

106 Antioch, p. 117, citing Tabari III, pp. 461, 462, 545. 
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Ni 4\ N 


<ul 



<ul 

Margin : <^1 

Margin: ^1 ijl* ^ ^ p — . 

u£~> j 


Margin enclosed by linear 

Area and margin en- 

border, outside which 4 or 

closed by linear borders. 

5 annulets O. 

outside which 4 (?) an- 
nulets 0 and outer beaded 
border. 

I-1-102 JE 22. 

I-2-1620 JE 23. 

127 JE 23, 3.37+. 

1655 JE 21. 

358 iE 22, 2.90 +. 

1691c JE 20. 

380 JE 24, 2.89+. 

1729a JE 23. Plate XI 

407a JE 21. 

1734b JE. 

407b JE 21, 3.62+. 

1740 JE 24. 

462 /£ 22. Plate XI 

1885a JE 21. Plate XI 

468 iE 22. 

1885b JE 22. 

475 iE 22. Plate XI 

1887 JE 23. Plate XI 

I-2-1554 JE 24. Plate XI 

1973a JE 24. Plate XI 

1574 JE. 
1592b JE 20. 

HL 96, refuse JE 22. 

603 - 608 . Similar to nos. 581-602, but above the reverse 
area: iyr . 

I-1-89 JE 23, 2.06 + . 

Plate XI 

119 JE 22, 2.58 + . 
464 JE 22, 4.57 + . 
545 & 2 3. 

Plate XII 

I-2-1573 JE 24. 

Plate XII 

1756 JE 21. 

Plate XII 

609 . Similar to nos. 581-602, 
reverse. 

but overstruck obverse on 

I-2-i538b *E 20. 

Plate XII 
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It is curious that only one specimen of these evidently 
plentiful issues (nos. 581-609) has hitherto been recorded, 
and this one specimen was double-struck or overstruck like 
no. 609, so that the publisher was unable to decipher the 
mint name, although he did read the first part of it, Kiirah. 
This specimen belonged to F. Soret and was described by 
him in 1854. 107 Soret speculated on the possibility that the 
mint name was to be read Kurat al-Mu l azzam, and for this 
reason supposed that the coin may have been struck in 
Mecca. 

Nos. 603-608 are the clue to the identification of this un- 
recorded geographical name, Kurat al-Mahdiyah min Fars: 
the kurah or district must be Ardashlr-Khurrah, and the 
mint Jur, otherwise known as Firuzabad, in early Islamic 
times the chief town of the district. 108 The five kurahs or 
districts of Fars in the classical Arab period were Ardashlr- 
Khurrah, Sabur, Arrajan, Istakhr and Darabjird, 10 ® and at 
one time during my preliminary study of the Istakhr exca- 
vation coins I came to the conclusion that the Kurat al- 
Mahdlyah min Fars must be either Istakhr itself, Shiraz or 
Sabur. 110 But at that time I had not noticed the significance 
of the name Jur on the variety (nos. 603-608). Obviously 
this new official name for the old Sasanian district was 
created to honor the Caliph al-Mahdi (father of Harun al- 
Rashld), 111 but evidence that it did not continue long in 
vogue is provided by the issues of 167 H., only six years later, 

107 F. Soret, “Lettre k M. Sawelief,” Revue de la N umismatique Beige, 1854, 
pp. 285-286, no. 13 = Tiesenhausen, no. 915. 

108 Cf. the discussion under nos. 317-318, above; also nos. 319-323, and 
(Ardashlr-Khurrah with the amplifying specification "Jur”) nos. 324-326. 

109 Le Strange, p. 248. 

110 Miles, A brief Report, pp. 495-496. I was mistaken there in equating 
Ardashlr-Khurrah with Shiraz; it was not until later that Shiraz became 
the capital of the district (see p. 47, above). 

111 Another mint renamed in honor of al-Mahdi was Rayy, called al- 
Muhammadiyah, after his given name, in 148 and for many years there- 
after (down until the Ghaznavid period). See NHR, p. 31. 

6 * 
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where the old name Ardashir-Khurrah recurs (nos. 319-326) ; 
and the latter designation is still in use in 182 H. (nos. 327- 
336). 


O. Al-Muhammadlyah 

610 . Harun al-Rashid. 170 H. = 786/7 A.D. Al-Muham- 
madlyah. Fals. 

Obverse similar to NHR no. 70 F, reverse similar to 
NHR no. 70 G. 

I-2-i928a JE 21. Plate XII 

611 . Anonymous. 193 H. = 808/9 A.D. Al-Muhammadlyah. 
Dirhem. 

Similar to NHR no. 94 A. 

I-1-97 ift 22. 


P. Madlnat al-Salam 

612 . The Caliph Al-Mahdi. 162 H. = 778/9 A.D. Madlnat 
al-Salam. Dirhem. 

Similar to B.M. i, no. 126. 

I-2-1588 JR 23. Plate XII 

613 . The Caliph Al-Mahdi Muhammad and Nusayr. 166 H. = 
782/3 A.D. Madlnat al-Salam. Fals. 

Similar to B.M. i, p. 206, no. 120. 

I-2-1666 JE 21, 2.63. 

For Nusayr, see nos. 554-561, above. 

614 . Anonymous. 193 H. = 808/9 A.D. Madlnat al-Salam. 
Dirhem. 

Similar to B.M. i, no. 226. 

I-1-203 JR 22, 2.46. 
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615 . The Caliph al-Radi. 323 H. = 934/5 A.D. Madlnat al- 
Salam. Dirhem. 

Similar to B.M. i, no. 465. 


I-2-1583 M 25. 

Plate XII 


Q. Ma'din al-Shash 



616 . Al-Ma’mun as eventual heir. 190 H. 
Ma'din al-Shash. Dirhem. 

Similar to B.M. i, no. 228. 

= 805/6 A.D. 


I-2-1519 JR 25. 

Plate XII 


R. Wasit 



617 - 618 . Uncertain governor. 1x6 H. = ca. 753-783 A.D. 
Wasit. Fals. 


Effaced. 



Margin : ^JiJi li* <ol ^ Margin : 

. ... j c— < L»— l 

Margin enclosed by dou- Margin 

ble linear border, annulets, borders, 
outer thick linear border. 

1 < j*\ (?)L* 

between linear 


I-2-1520/69 JE 20. 
1957 JE 20. 

Plate XII 


This issue, unfortunately not wholly decipherable, appears 
to be unpublished. 112 


S. No Mint Name 



619 - 621 . Anonymous. 156 H. = 772/3 A.D. 
Fals. 

No mint name. 


112 At least nothing similar seems to be recorded in Welin, Wasit. 

% > 
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** <11 V 


« <ul 



«ul 

Double beaded border 

Margin : c- ^ 

enclosing 3 annulets 0. 

^ J 

Margin between beaded 
borders, the outer of which 
interrupted by 3 pairs of 
annulets OO . 

I-2-1761 JE 21. 
1780c JE. 

Plate XII 

1851 AS 22. 

Plate XII 


T. Mint Effaced. 

622 . The Caliph al-Mahdi. 166 H. = 782/3 A.D. Mint effaced. 
Dirhem. 

Probably similar to B.M . i, no. 132 (Madlnat al-Salam). 
I-2-i686a At 24 (frg., cut in half). 

623 - 629 . Period of al-Mahdi. 158-169 H. = 775-785 A.D. 
Mint effaced. Fulus. 

Obscure bronze coins either bearing al-Mahdi's name, 
or a partial date, or exhibiting characteristics of the 
coinage of al-Mahdi. 

I-1-31. 55 . 179 . 412. 

I-2-1645, 1701b (Plate XII), 1817 (Plate XII). 

630 . Muhammad [b. Yahya] Barmaki. 182 H. (?) = 

798/9 A.D. (?). Mint effaced. Fals. 

Similar to the issues of Fasa of 182 H. (nos. 562-580), 
but (?) instead of JC X , mint and date effaced. 

I-2-1520/36 JE 18. Plate XII 
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631-632. Uncertain governor, 
effaced. Fals. 

'it <11** 

• j 


Border consists of two 
linear circles, bet ween which 
alternating ^ and o. 

1-2-18496 AE 17. 

1886b M 1 7. 


198 H. = 813/4 A.D. Mint 

. . . -Vl *t [*» 


Margin : ole* Ji u* 

ca» T_j 

Margin between linear 
borders. 


U. Mint and Date Effaced, ‘Abbasid 2nd Century H. 

Ca. 750-815 A.D. 

633-849 d. 221 unidentifiable bronze coins with 2nd century 
‘Abbasid characteristics. 

See the Inventory for the field numbers of these coins. 


V. Mint Effaced, ‘Abbasid 3rd Century H. 

Ca. 815-912 A.D. 

850. The Caliph al-Mutawakkil. Date effaced. 232-247 H. = 
847-861 A.D. Mint effaced. Dirhem. 

I-2-1901 At. 

851. The Caliph al-Mu‘tamid. 272 H. = 885/6 A.D. Mint 
effaced. Dirhem. 

I-2-1585 At. 

852. The Caliph al-Mu‘tamid. Date effaced. 256-279 H. = 
870-892 A.D. Mint effaced. Dirhem. 

I-2-1992 At. Plate XII 
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853-854. Mint effaced. Date effaced. Dirhem fragments. 

I-2-1657 .41 (date ends upU). 

1722 M. 

855-856. Mint effaced. Date effaced. Fulus. 

Dates end <jpU. 

I-1-643 JE 1 7. 

I-2-1952 JE. 


XII. SAMANID 


857. Mansur b. Nuh and Ahmad b. Mansur. 3XX = 961-977 
A.D. Bukhara (?'). Fals. 


Vi 4 V 

<ul 

£>V 

Outer margin : -ml 

(9 ijiSfcj ij* 

Inner margin: (t) ^ 

J 


Margin : a. -mVi 4. y»\ L_* 

Margin between linear 
borders. 


Marginal legends between linear borders. 

I-2-1958 JE 27. Plate XIII 

This coin should be legible in its entirety but I have been 
unable to read parts of the marginal legends in the photo- 
graph. In some respects it is comparable to B.M. ii, no. 41 1. 


XIII. BDYID 

858. Samsam al-Dawlah and Fakhr al-Dawlah. 38X H. = 
990-998 A.D. Mint effaced. Dirhem. 

....-di V 

...dCUl 
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Vail 

>» 

. . . 

Margin: i*U a . (*-». 

Outer border of dots, 
outside of which annulets 
OO (one pair preserved). 

I-2-1760 /R 26. 


. . . .jjl a++a 

. . . . Jl 

y\ 

• • 

• • 

Margin: traces. 

Border of dots enclosing 
area. 

Plate XIII 


Cf. B.M. ii, no. 667, with similar area legends. 


859 - 860 . Buyid. Late 4th to early 5th c. H. = late 10th to 
early nth c. A.D. 

Traces of legends suggest Buyid attribution. 

I-2-1674 /E. 

1763a A i (frg.). 


XIV. SELJOQ? 

861 . Unidentifiable clipping. Ca. 5th c. H. = ca. nth c. A.D. 
Dinar fragment. 

Traces of legend suggest the Seljuq period. 

I-2-542 A 9+ (frg.). Plate XIII 


XV. ILKHANID 


862 . Abu-Sa'id. 730 H. = 1329/30 A.D. Mint effaced. Bronze. 

VNl M 

... . . .olkLJI 


. . . !*• . . . 


I-2-i8na JE 19. 


Plate XIII 


Digitized by 


Gck igle 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



84 Excavation Coins from Persepolis 


863 . Sulayman Khan. 740-744 H. = 1339-1344 A.D. Kablr 
Shaykh or Shaykh-i Kablr. Bronze. 


0 


Ll. 


cr 

jS 


Linear circle and outer border of dots, obverse and 
reverse. 


I-2-i684a JE 16. Plate XIII 

The location of this mint is unknown. 113 I have recorded in 
my files specimens in silver of the Ilkhanids Muhammad, 
Togha Timur and Sulayman, dated 737, 114 738, 739, 73X 
and 74X. 


XVI. AUTONOMOUS PERSIAN 

864 . Anonymous. I2th-i3th c. H. = i8th-i9th c. A.D. 
Isfahan. Bronze. 

General type of B.M. Shahs of Persia, p. 219, nos. 26 ff. 
I-I-355 24, 18.10. 

XVII. QAJAR 

865 . Muhammad Shah. 1250-1264 H. = 1835-1848 A.D. 
Iran. Bronze. 

Type of B.M. Shahs of Persia, no. 576. 

I-2-i592a JE 19. 


XVIII. UNIDENTIFIABLE 

866 - 1046 . 181 unidentifiable bronze coins, the majority, to 
judge by their fabric, late Sasanian or early Islamic. 

See the Inventory for the field numbers of these coins. 

113 B. Spuler, Die Mongolen in Iran (Berlin, 1955), pp. 129 and 133, lists 
this mint but does not indicate whether or not it has been identified. 

114 Cf. PT 10, p. 88, below. 
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I. SASANIAN 

1 . Ardashir I. 224-241 A.D. Dirhem. 

Bust of king, r., with Fire-altar on fluted shaft 
moustache, long plaited standing on two steps; 

beard, side and back hair; handles resembling lion’s 
low crown surmounted by paws resting on incense 

globe. vessels. At r. y^ui ; at 

Legend (beginning at 1 . 

11:30 o’clock) : 

PT-5-64 At 24, 3.85 (broken in 2 pieces). Plate XIII 

Cf. Paruck, nos. 37ft. , plates II and III. Note that the 
reverse legend is opposite to the usual order. 

2 . Khosrau II. Year 31 = 620 A.D. si (?) = Shlrajan (?). 
Dirhem. 

Usual type, with in obverse margin. Reverse : at r. 

■it— ; at 1 . . 

PT-5~373a At 28, 3.00. Plate XIII 

The mint mark is Walker’s no. 49, which he tentatively 
assigned to Shlrajan, the old capital of Kirman province; 
and I have supported this hypothesis. 115 

II. ARAB-SASANIAN 

3 . ‘Abdullah b. Zubayr. 63 H. (?) = 682/3 A.D. (?). zr = 
Zaranj. Dirhem. 

118 Cf. Miles, Kirman. 
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Usual bust. At r. : Usual fire-altar and at- 

tendants. At r. & ; at 

I t ill ! I I U 

Margin, 2nd quarter: 

3rd quarter: 

PT-5~373b dt 27, 2.60 (clipped). Plate XIII 

Probably there were two or three pellets (I or .*•) after 
(*-; in the margin (as on other coins of ‘Abdullah b. 
Zubayr’s at Zaranj), 116 but only one has been preserved as a 
result of clipping. The writing of the date is enigmatic and 
I can only suggest 63 as the probable date. 


III. UMAYYAD 


Sabur ( ?). 


4 . Anonymous. No date. Ca. 100-132 H. = ca. 718-750 A.D. 
Sabur ( ?). Fals. 

...JlV 

Ml JU* 




Jj—j 


Linear border. 
PT-5-388 M 19, 1.65. 


• <ul 

Linear border. 

Plate XIII 


IV. ‘ABBASID 
a) Istakhr 

5 - 6 . The Caliph al-Mahdi and Rabr. 167 H. = 783/4 A.D. 

Istakhr. Fals. 

• • 

116 The only published specimen of ‘Abdullah b. Zubayr at Zaranj (B.M. 
Arab-Sasanian, p. 32, no. M.20, year 69) is not fully described; but two 
unpublished specimens in the Museum of the American Numismatic 
Society (years 66 ? and 69) have J and *•* respectively. Both incidentally 
have *6 l in the 3rd quarter. 
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Similar to Istakhr Excavations, nos. 391-470, pp. 60-61, 
above. 

PT-7-360 M 16. Plate XIII 

372 M 16. Plate XIII 


b) Al-‘AbbasIyah 

7 . Yazld? 171 H. (?) = 787/8 A.D. (?). Al- c AbbasIyah. 
Dirhem. 

Similar to B.M. i, no. 183, but reverse: above, 
beneath, y m ? 

PT-7-212 A l 25. Plate XIII 

As is the case with almost all the coins of this mint the 
legends on this specimen are exceedingly difficult to read. 
Here an additional difficulty is that the coin is double struck. 
My reading of the date is doubtful. The word >‘L is dubious, 
but a. j. is almost certainly correct. At all events I have not 
found in the published literature or in the collection of the 
American Numismatic Society any other specimen with a 
similar legend above the reverse area. 


c) Mint Effaced 

8 . Uncertain governor. 2nd c. H. = ca. 750-815 A.D. Mint 
effaced. Fals. 

Conventional formulae, no distinctive legends preserved. 
PT-5-838 M 17. 


V. ILKHANID 

9 . Abu-Sa‘Id. No date. 716-736 H. = 1316-1336 A.D. Mint 
effaced. Bronze. 

Very obscure, probably similar to Naqsh-i Rustam Ex- 
cavations, no. 68, p. 106, below. 

PT-7-22 7 M 16. 
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10 . Muhammad Khan. 737 H. = 1336/7 A.D. Kablr Shaykh 
or Shaykh-i Kablr. Bronze. 


Within square, within 
circular linear and dotted 
border : 

(sic) olWJ! 

(sic) ju* 

<&. Jdi. 

In segments between 
square and circle : • * • 

PT-5-845 JE 22, 2.50. 


In center, within orna- 
mental triangle within lin- 
ear and dotted border : 





In segments between tri- 
angle and ^pircle : | 

^ | ^ j 

Plate XIV 


For the same mint name on a coin of Sulayman Khan, see 
Istakhr Excavations, no. 863, p. 84, above. 


VI. ILKHANID OR SUCCESSOR 

11 - 13 . Uncertain rulers. Ca. 700-750 H. = ca. 1300-1350 
A.D. Mints effaced. Bronze. 

Few traces preserved; roughly attributable by style 
and fabric. 

PT-3-10 JE 23. 

18 JE 16. 

19 JE 25. 


VII. MUZAFFARID 

14 . Shah Shuja*. 765-786 H. = 1363-1384 A.D. Idhaj. 
Dirhem. 

Within square formed by Within curved polygonal 
elongated bases of sur- frame : 
rounding inscription : 
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jlL 

(sic) oUaUt 



Around : Jj~j *u \ . . . *|l V 

1 ^Ikl . . 

< 4)1 

. . .jr-kJ *r’ 
*£L> <ul ali. 


scroll 

PT-3-14 iR 18, 1.40. 

Plate XIV 

Quite a few coins of this dynasty struck at Idhaj have 

been published, but none, so 

far as I know, of this type. 

Idhaj, the Mai- Amir or Malamir of today, lies in Khuzi- 
stan south-east of Tustar on the Dujayl. 117 

VIII. TIMURID 

15 . Timur Gurkhan and Mahmud. Date effaced or no date. 

Ca. 790-800 H. = ca. 1388-1398 A.D. Shiraz. Bronze. 


Within ornamental 

. . . olku . . 

circle ( ?) : 

ofj/'. jy. • . 


.. 


PT-5-840 JE 20, 1.98. 

Plate XIV 

Cf. B.M. vii, nos. 38-43, in 
this is a different issue. 

some respects similar, but 

IX. AUTONOMOUS PERSIAN 

a) Shiraz 

16 . Anonymous. I2th-i3th c. 

H. = i8th-i9th c. A.D. 

Shiraz. Bronze. 


Unidentifiable quadru- 


ped, walking right. 



j\ jy j* 

PT-5-16 & 25, 18.30. 

Plate XIV 

117 Le Strange, p. 245. 
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b) Uncertain Mint 

17. Anonymous. Probably nth-i2th c. H. = I7th-i8th c. 
A.D. Mint? Bronze. 

See illustration. 

PT-5-839 JE 17 x 13, 1.45. Plate XIV 

18. Anonymous. I2th-I3th c. H. = i8th-i9th c. A.D. Mint 
effaced. Bronze. 

Lion ( ?), walking right. — > 


PT-5-436 JE 2i, 9.50. 

X. UNIDENTIFIABLE ISLAMIC 

19. Unidentifiable, probably after 8th c. H. = after 14th c. 
A.D. Bronze. 

Traces of letters on one side. 

PT-3-6 JE 1 7. 
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I. PERSIS 


1 . Artaxerxes V and Papek. Ca. 200 A.D. Obol? 


Bust of Artaxerxes V, 
facing; long pointed beard, 
long side hair. Tiara with 
star and crescent in center. 
At r. : . At 1 . : . 

Border of dots. 

NR-1-53 At n, 0.55. 


Bust of Papek, left, wear- 
ing tiara. At r. : At 

1.: +l[ji . Border of dots, 
overlapping at r. 


Plate XIV 


This type appears to be unpublished. Of comparable style 
is de Morgan, Manuel, p. 288, fig. 370; and cf. de Morgan, 
pi. XXXIV, nos. 18-22. 


II. SASANIAN 

A. SILVER 118 

2 . Bahram IV. 388-399 A.D. Uncertain mint. Dirhem. 

Type of Paruck, nos. 284-286, pi. XIII. Obverse legend 
abbreviated and barbarous. Reverse: at 1 . -o ; at r. z . 
NR-2-57 At 25. Plate XIV 

3 . Bahram V. 420-438 A.D. No mint signature ? Dirhem. 

Semi-barbarous type somewhat comparable to Paruck, 
no. 318, pi. XIV. Obverse: illegible inscriptions r. and 1 . 
Reverse: no legible inscription, possible traces at r. 
NR-2-51 At 30. Plate XIV 

118 Arranged chronologically by rulers, and alphabetically by mints within 
reigns. 

7 9i 


Digitized by 


Gck igle 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



92 Excavation Coins from Persepolis 

4 . Hormizd IV. Year 5 = 583 A.D. nih = Nihavand. 
Dirhem. 

Type of Paruck, nos. 343ft., pi. XX. Reverse: at r. ^a)L; 
at 1. jj **** 1 - . 

NR-1-9/1 R 28 (fragmentary). Plate XIV 

This mint signature has been identified by Walker ( B.M . 
Arab-Sasanian, p. civ, no. 45). It is Paruck's no. 134. Gobi 
for some reason omits it. 

5 . Hormizd IV. Year 9 = 587 A.D. rd = Rayy. Dirhem. 

Reverse: at r. ; at 1 . 

NR-1-9/2 R 27, 2.70+ (frg. lacking). 

6. Khosrau II. Year 37 = 626 A.D. dr = Darabjird. Dirhem. 

Usual type. Reverse: at r. J 3 ; at 1 . . 

NR-1-9/12 R 32, 3.40. 

The mint signature is Paruck’s no. 78, Gobi’s no. 32. 

7 . Khosrau II. Year 31 = 620 A.D. MR = Merv. Dirhem. 

Usual type. Reverse: at r. ; at 1 . 

NR-1-9/10 R 28 (frgs. lacking). 

The mint signature is Walker’s no. 40a, Paruck’s no. no, 
Gobi’s no. 47 (2nd variety). 

8. Khosrau II. Year 33 = 622 A.D. mr = Merv. Dirhem. 

Usual type. Reverse: at r. ; at 1 . . 

NR-1-9/11 R 28, 2.81. Plate XIV 

9 . Khosrau II. Year 26? = 615 A.D.? nhr = Nahr-Tlra. 
Dirhem. 

Usual type. Obverse: in 2nd quarter. Reverse: at 

r. J[>»L ; at 1 . 

NR-1-9/8 JR 33, 3 23+ (frg. lacking). 
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10 . Khosrau II. Year 35 = 624 A.D. nhr = Nahr-Tira. 
Dirhem. 

Usual type, but in obverse margin, 2nd quarter: «uju. 
Reverse: at r. _ at 1 . 

NR-2-15 iR 33. Plate XV 

Note the unusual marginal legend. The mint signature is 
apparently a variety of Paruck’s no. 130, Walker’s no. 44a, 
Gobi’s no. 53, but at all events almost certainly nhr. 

11 . Khosrau II. Year 7 = 596 A.D. nh = Nihavand. Dirhem. 

Early “beardless” type. Reverse: at r. ; at l.'^w.. 

NR-1-9/3 At 31, 3.28+ (frg. lacking). Plate XV 

The mint signature is Walker’s no. 43 or 43a, Paruck’s 
no. 130 or 131, Gobi’s no. 51. 


12 . Khosrau II. Year 16 = 605 A.D. nih = Nihavand. 
Dirhem. 

Usual type. Reverse: at r. ; at 1 . 

NR-1-9/5 AR 32, 3.37. Plate XV 

For the mint signature, compare no. 4. 


13 . Khosrau II. Year 28 = 617 A.D. nh = Nihavand. 
Dirhem. 

Usual type. Reverse: at r. at 1 . 

NR-1-9/9 At 31, 3.12+ (small frg. lacking). Plate XV 

For the mint signature, compare no. 11. 


14 . Khosrau II. Year 17 = 606 A.D. rd = Rayy. Dirhem. 
Usual type. Reverse: at r. _34 ; at 1 . 

NR-1-9/6 At 28, 2.97 + . 

7* 
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15 . Khosrau II. Year 34? = 623 A.D. ? st = Istakhr. 
Dirhem. 

Usual type, but in obverse margin, 2nd quarter: _3 o_x> . 
Reverse: at r. ; at 1 . 

NR-2-38 At 24 (clipped). Plate XV 

16 . Khosrau II. Year 35 = 624 A.D. SR? = Shlrajan? 
Dirhem. 

Usual type. Reverse: at r. at 1 . mck*. 

NR-1-9/7 At 31, 2.88+ (frgs. lacking). Plate XV 

The mint signature is enigmatic. Perhaps comparable are 
Paruck’s no. 2 (ab, Abrashahr?), his nos. 186 and 208 (un- 
certain attribution), Gobi's no. 64 and Walker’s no. 49, 
Shiraj an. The latter seems to me the most likely identification. 
Shlrajan was the late Sasanian and early Islamic capital of 
Kirman province. 119 

17 . Khosrau II. 590-628 A.D. Date effaced, zr = Zaranj. 
Dirhem. 

Usual type. Reverse: at r. jjj \ at 1 . obscure. 

I-1-9/4 At 31, 3.60. 

The mint signature is a variant of Paruck’s nos. 248-251, 
Walker’s no. 57 and Gobi’s no. 73. 

B. BRONZE 

18 - 20 . Probably Khosrau II. 590-628 A.D. Bronze. 

Three poorly preserved and obscure bronze coins with 
obverse bust resembling that of Khosrau II and reverse 
fire-altar and attendants; one (NR- 1-45) possibly bearing 
the Istakhr mint signature. 

NR-1-45 AS 16. 

51 M 27. 

56 JE 13. 

119 Cf. Miles, Kirman. 
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21. Late Sasanian. 6th~7th c. A.D. Bronze. 

Traces of bust ? Camel ( ?), walking r. 

NR-1-49 JE 17. 


22-29. Late Sasanian. 6th-7th c. A.D. Bronze. 

Obscure largely effaced coins recognizable by their 
fabric as late Sasanian but otherwise unidentifiable. 


NR-i-46a JE 20. 
46b .E 14. 
58 JE 18. 
60 JE 12. 


NR-1-61 JE 14. 

62 JE 13. 

63 JE 16. 
NR-2-48 JE 11. 


III. ARAB- SASANIAN 

A. SILVER 
a) Anonymous 

30. Anonymous (name of Yezdigird III). 20 Y.E. 120 = 31 H. 
= 651/2 A.D. nhr = Nahr-Tlra. Dirhem. 

Usual type of Yezdigird Usual type. At r. ; at 
III, with name at right. In 1 . •'m*'. Crescent 1., star r. 

margin, 2nd quarter, traces of flames, 
of Kufic legend -u».( ?). 

NR-1-9/13 E 28, 2.35+ (clipped). Plate XV 

Cf. B. M. Arab-S asanian, p. 3, no. 2, which has *ui ,*-» in 
the margin. 

b) 1 Abdullah b. Zubayr 
1. Ardashlr-Khurrah 

31. ‘Abdullah b. Zubayr. 66 H. = 685/6 A.D. art = Arda- 
shlr-Khurrah. Dirhem. 

Similar to B. M. ArabSasanian, p. 29, no. I.14, except 
obverse margin: ***> <ui ^ Reverse: at r. 
at 1. i w'-aK'. Star 1., crescent r. of flames. 

NR-1-9/16 iR 32, 3.45. Plate XVI 

120 Yezdigird era. 
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2. Kirman 

32 . ‘Abdullah b. Zubayr. 69 H. = 688/9 A.D. krmnrman = 
Kirman. Dirhem. 

Similar to B. M. Arab-Sasanian, p. 32, no. 41, except 
different dies, no countermarks. Reverse: at r. at 

1 . Crescent 1 ., star r. of flames. 

NR-1-9/17 M 31, 3.61. Plate XVI 

Mention of this specimen was made in Miles, Kirman, 
footnote 16. The mint signature bears an unpublished variety 
of suffix, the meaning of which, like the numerous others at 
the Kirman mint, is undetermined. 121 


c) Ziyad b. abi-Sufyan 

33 . Ziyad b. abi-Sufyan. 41 Y.E. = 53 H. = 672/3 A.D. 
dap = Darabjird. Dirhem. 

Similar to B. M. Arab-Sasanian, p. 40, no. 58, except 
mint signature « — Star 1 ., crescent r. of flames. 

NR-1-9/14 A i 31, 3.47. Plate XVI 


Walker reads this variety of the Darabjird mint signature 
as dar (his no. 18), but it would seem to me that dap is a 
more likely reading. 


d) l Ubaydullah b. Ziyad 

34 . ‘Ubaydullah b. Ziyad. 62 H. = 681/2 A.D. bjra = al- 
Basrah. Dirhem. 

Similar to B. M. Arab-Sasanian, p. 59, no. 88. Reverse: 
pellet r. of mint signature; at 1 . Crescent 1 ., pellet 

r. of flames. 

NR-1-9/15 Tt 28, 2.31+ (frg. of rim lacking). Plate XVI 

121 Cf. Miles, Kirman. 
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e) l Umar b. ‘ Ubaydullah 
1. Bishapur 

35 - 36 . ‘Umar b. ‘Ubaydullah. 67 H. = 686/7 A.D. bi§ = 
Bishapur. Dirhem. 

Similar to Istakhr Excavations, nos. 103-107, p. 26, 
above. 

NR-1-9/18 ,R 31, 3.51. 

9/19 ^R 32, 3.50. Plate XVI 


37 . The same. 68 H. = 687/8 A.D. bi§ = Bishapur. Dirhem. 
Similar to Istakhr Excavations, no. 108, p. 26, above. 

NR-1-9/20 ^R 32, 3.62. 


38 . The same. 

Similar to no. 37, but star 1 ., crescent r. of flames, as on 
B. M. Arab-Sasanian, no. 196. 

NR-1-9/21 M 31, 3.45. Plate XVI 


39 - 40 . The same. 69 H. — 688/9 A.D. bis = Bishapur. 
Dirhem. 

Similar to B. M. Arab-Sasanian, p. 100, no. 197, ex- 
cept: mint signature no. 12b, and date written • 

Star 1 ., crescent r. of flames. 

NR-1-9/22 ^R 31, 3.61. 

9/23 M 31, 3.45. Plate XVI 


41 - 45 . The same. 70 H. = 689/90 A.D. BiS = Bishapur. 
Dirhem. 

Similar to Istakhr Excavations, nos. 109- 134, p. 27, 
above. 
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NR-1-9/26 JR 31, 3.52. 

9/27 JR 30, 3.47. Plate XVII 

9/28 .R 30, 2.87+ (clipped). 

9/31 JR 31, 3.20. 

9/32 .R 31, 3.30. Plate XVII 

(9/36 JR 32, 3.48). 122 Plate XVII 

46 . The same. 

Similar to nos. 41-45, but date written 

NR-1-9/33 R 31, 2.85+ (frg. lacking). 

47 - 48 . The same. 

Similar to nos. 41-45, but no pellet before in obverse 
margin. 

NR-1-9/29 R 31, 3.48+ (piece lacking). Plate XVII 

9/30 R 31, 3.10. Plate XVII 


2. Uncertain Mint 

49 . The same. 69 H. = 688/9 A.D. vi§p or nisp or nisC, etc. ? 
Dirhem. 

Similar to B. M. Arab-Sasanian, p. 102, no. B.35, but 
obverse margin: JJaJ-l <u •/*V* Reverse : at r. • <-o«- 

Star 1 ., crescent r. of flames. 

NR-1-9/24 iR 32, 3.40. Plate XVII 

50 . The same. 

Similar to no. 49, but mint written: >u»". 

NR-1-9/25 iR 32, 3.48. Plate XVII 

122 This coin, now among those belonging to the Oriental Institute, was 
found in the envelope marked NR-1-9/36, but the field inventory card for 
this number (prepared by the writer in 1936) describes a coin of Qatari 
(see no. 53, below). Obviously at some point two coins and envelopes were 
switched. In order to keep the number of specimens correct I have counted 
only five specimens of this issue, as one of the others listed above (now in 
Teheran) may actually be the one now in envelope 9/36. 
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The mint signature is a puzzle. The letters can be read in 
many different ways. Walker ( B . M. Arab-Sasanian, p. civ, 
no. 45a and p. cxxv) reads nih ( ?) for Nihavand, but I find 
it difficult to accept this interpretation. Could it by any 
chance be a rendering of the old Pahlevi name of Bishapur, 
that is, Weh-Shahpuhr ? The fact that all the other coins of 
‘Umar b. ‘Ubaydullah in this hoard were struck at the mint 
of Bishapur might lend some support to this suggestion. 123 
The only other known example of this mint signature is on 
a coin of ‘Umar b. ‘Ubaydullah, year 72 (?). 124 


f) ‘ Ally ah b. al-Aswad 


51 . ‘Atlyah b. al-Aswad. 73 H. = 692/3 A.D. krman-rb (?) 
— Kirman. Dirhem. 


Usual bust. At r. : 
In margin: 


Usual fire-altar and at- 
tendants. At r.: ■ at 

1 . *»•*%»**. Star 1 ., crescent 
r. of flames. 


NR-1-9/34 4 t 31, 3.38. Plate XVIII 

Cf. B.M. Arab-Sasanian, p. in, no. 1 . 45, dated 73 or 76 ( ?), 
with a different mint suffix. Here we have still another va- 
riety of these mysterious appended letters. Cf . no. 32, above. 

This specimen was mentioned and illustrated in Miles, 
Kirman, footnote 22, plate, 3. 


52 . The same. 74 H. = 693/4 A.D. krman-nhr = Kirman. 
Dirhem. 

Similar to no. 51, but in 3rd quarter of obverse margin: 
Reverse: at r. A-i at 1 . 

NR-1-9/35 M 31, 3.72. 

123 If the first letter is N, the abbreviation might be for Nashapur, which 
according to Mustawfi was a form of the name Bishapur (Le Strange, 
p. 263). 

124 Miles, Museum Notes VII, no. 37. 
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Cf. B. M. Arab-Sasanian, p. hi, no. Th.15, and RIC, 
no. 29, which however lack the Pahlevi legend in the 3rd 
quarter of the obverse and have mint signature krman 
(Walker’s no. 28). The mint signature here appears to be 
similar to Walker's no. 34. The present specimen was men- 
tioned in Miles, Kirman, footnote 22. An unpublished speci- 
men is a recent American Numismatic Society accession 
(ANS 57.84) with in the 3rd quarter of the obverse and 
mint signature (Walker’s no. 33). 


g) Qatari b. al-Fuja'ah 

53 . 125 Qatari b. al-Fuja‘ah. 75 H. = 694/5 A.D. dartm or 
darawm = Darabjird. Dirhem. 

Similar to B. M. Arab-Sasanian, p. 113, no. 220, but 
mint signature appears to be: 

NR-1-9/36 M 30, 3.70. 

The mint signature is reproduced here from my own tran- 
scription of it in the field. It is possible that the letter which 
I read asa/is blurred and actually is the same as the element 
on the B.M. specimen, i.e., aw. Unfortunately there is no 
photograph of the coin and it is presumably in the Teheran 
Museum. An unpublished specimen in the American Numis- 
matic Society (ANS 56.137) has“*^j. Another variety of 
the same mint and date (with mint signature da apparently) 
has been described since the publication of B. M. Arab- 
Sasanian. 126 

Both John Walker and I 127 are mistaken in furnishing 
Qatari’s name with the definite article. The legend of course 
does not have it, and he is simply Qatari in the chronicles. 128 

125 This is the coin which originally bore the field number NR-1-9/36. Cf. 
footnote 122, above. 

128 T. 0 . Mabbott in Numismatic Review IV (1947), p. 28, not illustrated. 

127 Miles, Museum Notes VII, p. 203. 

128 I owe this observation to G. Levi Della Vida. 
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B. BRONZE 


a) Istakhr 

54 . Uncertain governor. Ca. 70-90 H. = ca. 689-709 A.D. 


Istakhr. Bronze. 

• • 

Facing head, bearded. 
Cross above headdress. At 
r. ; at 1. 1 »->/•«", and 
above it '-ns^ (?). Beaded 
border. 

NR— 2-2 JE 20. 


In center, uncertain fig- 
ure, possibly a large tall m, 
with beneath base line. 
At r. ; at 1 . **»fc**>ejj 
(apstan). Beaded border. 

Plate XVIII 


This very interesting coin is unique. The occurrence of the 
Byzantine cross and M on hybrid Arab-Sasanian bronzes is 
however not without parallel: cf. Walker, Coins from Susa, 
nos. 6, 13, 15. The almost complete spelling out of the mint 
name is met with on two specimens found in the Istakhr 
excavations (nos. 146-147, above, p. 35), where also a cross 
is present above the reverse type, apstan, for apastan, is an 
important addition to the limited Pahlevi vocabulary of 
Arab-Sasanian numismatics. There can be little doubt about 
the correctness of the reading, which I owe to my friend 
Professor Richard N. Frye. The word is common on Sasanian 
seals, 129 the meaning essentially being, ‘‘refuge, confidence, 
faith,” 130 I would suggest that here the sense is identical 
with the Arabic al-wafa' , which already appears on some 
Arab-Byzantine bronzes, 131 and soon occurs frequently on 
bronze coins of pure Arab type, 132 as well as on glass 
weights. 133 

129 P. Horn & G. Steindorff, Sassanidische Siegelsteine (Berlin, 1891), 
PP- 37-38. 

130 Cf. apastam, “Zuflucht,” H. S. Nyberg, Hilfsbuch dcs Pehlevi II (Upp- 
sala, 1931), p. 16; apesti, Paruck, p. 274. 

131 B. M. Arab-Byzantine, p. 51. 

132 E.g., at al-Rayy in 101, 104, no and 116 H. ( NHR , nos. 26-28, 30); 
and for others, with or without mint name, cf. B. M. Arab-Byzantine, index. 

133 G. C. Miles, Contributions to Arabic Metrology, I (ANS Numismatic 
Notes and Monographs, No. 141, N.Y., 1958), index. 
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b) Uncertain Mint 

55 . Anonymous, nx H. (?) = 728-737 A.D. (?). Mint ef- 
faced. Bronze. 


Crude bust, r., with tall 
headdress. On breast o°o. 
At 1., downward ju^; at r., 
downward (faint) ml j. 
Across face, upward -u*. 
Double beaded border. 

NR-2-3b M 21. 


« Jo-) <A)I 

. . .<£, 

Margin : «l.j(t) ji* mi ^ 

Beaded border with an- 
nulets (?). 

Plate XVIII 


It is a great pity that the reverse of this truly remarkable 
coin is not completely preserved so that the mint and exact 
date can be fixed. The word jZs. is fairly certain, placing the 
issue probably in the teens of the 2nd century of the Hijrah ; 
at all events it is after 99 H., because *1 * is entirely clear. 
The combination of a bust of Sasanian inspiration (though 
no longer the “bust of Khosrau II”) with a developed con- 
ventional post-reform reverse (one would normally call it the 
obverse since it bears the first part of the shahadah and the 
mint-date formula, but I have given precedence to the bust) 
presents an advanced stage of transitional hybrid. It would 
be interesting to know whether or not the word amt across 
the face is a counterstamp or is on the die itself. Despite the 
fact that there appears to be no corresponding protuberance 
on the other side of the coin, I would judge that the word is 
a counterstamp and that it was intentionally applied to 
mutilate the face, which one may assume had by this time 
become distasteful to strict partisans of the nascent Islamic 
iconoclastic sentiment. 

For coins with a somewhat similar bust in combination 
with a post-reform legend, cf . Istakhr Excavations, nos. 155- 
I 59» P- 38, above. 
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56 . Uncertain. Ca. 80-120 H. = ca. 699-738 A.D. Uncertain 
mint. Bronze. 

An obscure coin with 2 or 3-line legends on each face, 
the characters either Pahlevi or possibly Kufic engraved 
by a Pahlevi- writing artisan. 

NR-1-59 & 22. Plate XVIII 


IV. POST-REFORM UMAYYAD 
a) Istakhr 

57 . Anonymous. 130 H. = 747/8 A.D. Istakhr. Fals. 

Similar to Istakhr Excavations, nos. 185-189, p. 45 
above, but there are evidences on both sides that the 
specimen was restruck on an earlier coin. 

NR-2-30 JE 21. Plate XVIII 


b) Wasit 


58 . Anonymous. 124 H. = 741/2 A.D. Wasit. Fals. 


Vl JlV 
V <U| 

J d ! CjZ 

Double linear border en- 
closing 5 annulets; outer 
broad linear border. 


<JUl 

Margin : ^Jill li* ^ <ul ^ 

Linear border enclosing 
area; linear border with 3 
(of 5 ?) half annulets en- 
closing margin ; outer broad 
linear border. 


NR-1-48 .LI 20, 2.78. Plate XVIII 

Cf. Istakhr Excavations, nos. 199-200, p. 48, above, prob- 
ably the same, but obverse effaced. 
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c) Uncertain Mint 

59 . Uncertain governor. Ca. 100-132 H. = ca. 718-750 A.D. 
Fals. 

Usual formulae, no significant legends preserved. 
NR-1-55 M 19. 


V. ‘ABBASID 

a) Ardashlr-Khurrah ( ?) 

60 . Uncertain governor or anonymous. Date effaced. Mid- 
2nd. c. H. = ca. 750-790 A.D. Ardashlr-Khurrah ( ?). Fals. 

Effaced except for obverse margin: ...IJL* V ^... 

(*) •••-■> A 

NR-1-52 JE 20. 


b) Fasa 

61 . The Caliph al-Mahdi and Nusayr. No date. 158-169 H. = 
775-785 A.D. Fasa. Fals. 

Similar to Istakhr Excavations, nos. 554-561, p. 73, 
above. 

NR-2-3a JE 20. Plate XVIII 

c) Kurat al-Mahdiyah min Fars 

62 - 63 . Anonymous. 161 H. = 777/8 A.D. Kurat al-Mahdiyah 
min Fars. Fals. 

Similar to Istakhr Excavations, nos. 603-608, p. 76, 
above, except that beneath obverse, ornament or letter: 

NR-1-50 JE 23, 2.30. Plate XVIII 

2-1 JE 23. Plate XVIII 
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c) Madlnat al-Salam 

64 . Anonymous. 213 H. = 828/9 A.D. Madlnat al-Salam. 
Dirhem. 

Similar to Berlin, no. 1413. 

NR-1-54 At 28 (frg., $). Plate XVIII 


e) Mint Effaced 


65 . Uncertain governor. 15X 
Fals. 

Margin : (t)«. j>\ lc 

Margin within dotted 
borders. 

NR-2-50 M 21. 


768-776 A.D. Mint effaced. 
Margin: a* v-J jHa <ul ^ 

cn— . .... 

Margin within inner dot- 
ted border and outer bead- 
ed border. Annulets ? 


66 . The Caliph al-Mahdi. i6x 
Fals. 

Vi JlV 

« J <1)1 

Five annulets between 
thin inner and thick outer 
linear borders. 

NR-2-3C A] 18. 


777-786 A.D. Mint effaced. 
[f^o«JI] iuil 

-u* 

Margin: <ol ,, . 


67 . Unidentifiable, probably ‘Abbasid. 2nd c. H. = 8th c. 
A.D. Fals. 

Almost completely obliterated. 

NR-1-47 JE> 19. 
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VI. ILKHANID 

68 . Abu-Sa‘Id. No date. 716-736 H. = 1316-1336 A.D. Mint 
effaced. Bronze. 

Within polygonal frame Traces of ornament or 
surrounded by linear bor- legend, 
der and border of dots : 


f- 


NR-2-17 /E 20. Plate XVIII 

Cf. Persepolis Terrace Excavations, no. 9, p. 87, above. 


VII. ILKHANID OR SUCCESSOR 


69 . Uncertain ruler. Date effaced. 8th c. H. = 14th c. A.D. 
Uncertain mint. Bronze. 

Within square enclosed In center, within circle: 

by circle: 

V\ <|l V > 

<11 1 

Margin: (?)jlki — ... 

Outer linear border. 

NR-2-59 M 21. Plate XVIII 


VIII. MUZAFFARID 

70 . Shah Shuja 1 . No date. 765-786 H. = 1363-1384 A.D. 
Shiraz. Bronze. 

Within double linear bor- Within double linear bor- 
der and outer border of der: 
dots: 
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•b 

NR-2-26 iE 16. 
Evidently unpublished. 


j\j^ 

Plate XVIII 


71. The same. Shiraz. Bronze. 

Within polygon ( ?) : Within double square: 

iJaft 

^lUi olkUl jlj *1 

o o 

NR-2-54 JE 21. Plate XVIII 

This type also evidently is unpublished. The title al-Muta* 
is present on published silver coins of Shah Shu j a*. 134 


UNIDENTIFIABLE ISLAMIC 

72. Coin or token of 9th c. H. ( ?) = 15th c. A.D. ( ?). Bronze. 

Negative impression of 

jJb obverse. 

Linear border and outer 
border of dots. 

NR-1-57 JE 18. 

73. Unidentified Islamic. Bronze. 

No field record other than “Islamic.” 

NR-2-12 /E 18. 

134 Cf. B.M. vi, nos. 671 ff. 
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Field No. 

Numismatic 
Cat. No. 

Field No. 

Numismatic 
Cat. No. 

Field No. 

Numismatic 
Cat. No. 

Field No. 

Numismatic 
Cat. No. 

I-1-17 

39 1 

1-1-146 

633 

I-i-243b 

22 

1-1-336 

258 

31 

623 

148 

31 

245 

176 

337 

31 

34 

633 

149 

138 

248 

31 

339 

23 

55 

623 

150 

173 

252 

39 1 

341 

633 

63 

344 

160 

39 1 

252a 

178 

344 

633 

63a 

146 

166 

146 

257 

364 

354 

391 

63b 

237 

168 

202 

267 

3 i 

355 

864 

67a 

31 

170 

180 

276 

344 

358 

581 

67b 

866 

179 

623 

278 

258 

359 

31 

71 

633 

181 

258 

281 

155 

363 

633 

75 

39 i 

184 

633 

282 

633 

364 

319 

81 

160 

186 

39 1 

283 

633 

366 

39 1 

89 

603 

189 

258 

284 

554 

370 

24 

92 

39 i 

191 

258 

290 

633 

372 

25s 

93 

3 i 

193 

154 

291 

866 

376 

490 

96 

866 

197 

633 

295 

202 

380 

581 

97 

6ll 

199 

39 1 

300 

39 1 

382 

370 

100 

180 

203 

614 

301 

370 

385 

31 

102 

581 

205 

3 i 

302 

633 

386 

471 

105 

21 

210 

39 i 

306 

633 

388 

633 

113 

39 i 

211 

258 

307 

370 

389 

633 

114 

180 

220 

29 

312 

633 

393 

633 

116 

3 i 

220a 

3 i 

312a 

344 

394 

202 

117 

199 

225 

237 

3 i 3 

258 

406 

258 

119 

603 

226 

3 i 

315 

5 io 

407 

185 

120 

237 

230 

202 

318 

258 

407a 

581 

126 

2 37 

231 

3 i 

3 i 9 

202 

407b 

581 

127 

58 i 

241 

633 

319a 

633 

412 

623 

131 

370 

241a 

633 

321 

164 

413 

31 

136 

633 

242 

180 

322 

157 

414 

633 

142 

3 i 

242a 

180 

325 

24 

424 

31 

143 

143 

243 

258 

333 

258 

425 

39 1 

145 

258 

243a 

3 i 

335 

370 

425a 

866 
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Field No. 

Numismatic 
Cat. No. 

Field No. 

Numismatic 
Cat. No. 

1-1-436 

31 

I-i-655b 

391 

462 

581 

657 

383 

464 

603 

657a 

383 

468 

581 

658 

633 

474 

633 

659 

258 

475 

581 

660 

202 

477 

633 

882 

24 

481 

258 

883 

31 

484 

258 

884 

391 

485 

258 

885 

138 

5 ii 

151 

886 

202 

5 i 5 

562 

887 

391 

516 

391 

889 

633 

5 i 9 

633 

890 

202 

521 

39 1 

892 

258 

529 

633 

893 

344 

545 

603 

893a 

391 

561 

391 

894 

2 

562 

562 

895 

327 

572 

31 

896 

258 

573 

31 

897 

l6 

575 

202 

898 

633 

59 i 

31 

901 

391 

598 

31 

902 

391 

602 

522 

903 

190 

604 

391 

905 

562 

626 

173 

906 

344 

626a 

258 

906a 

633 

627 

31 

907 

15 

629 

31 

908 

633 

631 

31 

908a 

633 

635 

24 

909 

151 

643 

855 

910 

J 57 

645 

391 

911a 

3 

646 

258 

911b 

4 

647 

31 

911c 

4 

652 

31 

9iid 

4 

653 

562 

9iie 

4 

654 

185 

9iif 

8 

655 

554 

9 ng 

8 

655 a 

31 

9iih 

8 


8 * 


Field No. 

Numismatic 
Cat. No. 

Field No. 

Numismatic 
Cat. No. 

I-i-gni 

8 

I-1-928/30 

IO9 

9 «j 

8 

928/31 

IO9 

912 

562 

928/32 

109 

9I2a 

633 

928/33 

IO9 

9 r 3 

633 

929 

391 

914 

13 

929a 

472 

916 

202 

929b 

391 

918 

24 

932 

478 

919 

391 

933 

866 

919a 

472 

934 

383 

921 

633 

935 

554 

927 

142 

935 a 

39 i 

928/1 

103 

936 

364 

928/2 

103 

937 

370 

928/3 

103 

938 

499 

928/4 

103 

938 a 

150 

928/5 

103 

940 

3 i 

928/6 

108 

941 

30 

928/7 

108 

942 

3 i 

928/8 

109 

943 

3 i 

928/9 

109 

948 

39 i 

928/10 

109 

I-2-13 

866 

928/11 

109 

114 

866 

928/12 

109 

249 

177 

928/13 

109 

278 

633 

928/14 

109 

542 

861 

928/15 

109 

1515 

866 

928/16 

109 

1516a 

3 i 

928/17 

109 

1516b 

633 

928/18 

109 

1518 

196 

928/19 

109 

1519 

616 

928/20 

109 

1520/1 

866 

928/21 

109 

1520/2 

633 

928/22 

109 

1520/3 

5 io 

928/23 

109 

1520/4 

633 

928/24 

109 

1520/5 

258 

928/25 

109 

1520/6 

258 

928/26 

109 

1520/7 

478 

928/27 

109 

1520/8 

633 

928/28 

109 

1520/9 

633 

928/29 

109 

1520/10 866 
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fS 

Field No. 

£ • 
S 3 

2 

o' 

CL 

7, 

O 

Numismatic 
Cat. No. 

Field No. 

Numismatic 
Cat. No. 

Field No. 

£ 

1 6 

I-2-1520/11 633 

I-2-1520/52 866 

I-2-i536a 

633 

I-2-1565 

31 

1520/12 522 

1520/53 258 

1536 b 

231 

1566 

31 

1520/13 510 

1520/54 510 

1537 

633 

1567 

866 

1520/14 633 

1520/55 633 

1538a 

866 

1568 

633 

1520/15 562 

1520/56 172 

1538b 

609 

1569 

364 

1520/16 633 

1520/57 258 

1538 c 

633 

1570 

369 

1520/17 633 

1520/58 522 

1539 

633 

1571 

633 

1520/18 522 

1520/59 633 

1540 

866 

1572 

633 

1520/19 633 

1520/60 633 

I 54 i 

633 

1573 

603 

1520/20 866 

1520/61 510 

1542 

156 

1574 

581 

1520/21 633 

1520/62 179 

1543 

319 

1575 

202 

1520/22 633 

1520/63 478 

i 544 a 

340 

1576 

31 

1520/23 522 

1520/64 633 

1544 b 

237 

1577a 

31 

1520/24 866 

1520/65 490 

i 545 a 

866 

1577b 

866 

1520/25 633 

1520/66 522 

1545 b 

633 

1578 

148 

1520/26 522 

1520/67 866 

I 545 C 

866 

1579 

144 

1520/27 498 

1520/68 522 

1546 

237 

1580 

866 

1520/28 562 

1520/69 617 

1547 a 

230 

1581 

88 

1520/29 522 

1520/70 383 

1547 b 

88 

1582 

477 

1520/30 522 

1520/71 522 

I 547 C 

866 

1583 

615 

1520/31 866 

1520/72 633 

1548 

866 

1584 

258 

1520/32 522 

1520/73 522 

1549 

20 

1585 

851 

1520/33 633 

1520/74 522 

1550 

391 

1586 

b 33 

1520/34 522 

1521 237 

i 55 i 

237 

1587 

383 

1520/35 327 

1522 31 

1552 a 

866 

1588 

612 

1520/36 630 

1523 633 

1552 b 

499 

1589 

324 

1520/37 522 

1524 866 

1553 

866 

1590 

339 

1520/38 633 

1525 39 1 

1554 

58 i 

1591 

344 

1520/39 258 

1526a 165 

1555 

504 

1592a 

865 

1520/40 522 

1526b 633 

1556a 

237 

1592b 

58 i 

1520/41 633 

1527 185 

1556b 

633 

1593 

344 

1520/42 866 

1528 14 

1556 c 

490 

1594 

202 

1520/43 633 

1529 237 

i 557 a 

478 

1595 

633 

1520/44 633 

1530 562 

1557 b 

866 

1596 

145 

1520/45 633 

1531 866 

1558 

344 

1597 

866 

1520/46 522 

1532 866 

1559 

866 

1598 

344 

1520/47 522 

1533 554 

1560 

633 

1599a 

237 

1520/48 522 

1534 633 

1561 

323 

1599b 

866 

1520/49 522 

i535a 163 

1562 

3 i 

1600a 

3 i 

1520/50 327 

1535 b 522 

1563 

3 i 

1600b 

633 

1520/51 510 

I 535 C 258 

1564 

I 

1601 

866 
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Field No. 

Numismatic 
Cat. No. 

Field No. 

Numismatic 
Cat. No. 

Field No. 

Numismatic 
Cat. No. 

Field No. 

Numismatic 
Cat. No. 

I-2-1602 

31 

I-2-1634 

866 

I-2-i667b 

633 

I-2-i69od 

510 

1603a 

344 

1635a 

633 

1668 

866 

1691a 

866 

1603b 

866 

1635b 

478 

1669a 

866 

1691b 

633 

1604 

3 i 

1636 

866 

1669b 

866 

1691c 

581 

1605 

866 

1637 

866 

1670 

633 

1691c! 

633 

1606a 

88 

1638 

633 

1671a 

866 

1692a 

866 

1606b 

520 

1639 

327 

1671b 

562 

1692b 

522 

1607 

866 

1640 

633 

1672 

505 

1692c 

39 i 

1608 

633 

1641a 

866 

1673a 

866 

1692c! 

39 1 

1609 

633 

1641b 

478 

1673b 

327 

1692c 

866 

1610 

562 

1641c 

327 

1674 

859 

1693a 

633 

1611 

39 i 

1641CI 

633 

1675 

633 

1693b 

866 

1612 

506 

1642 

866 

1676 

866 

1693c 

633 

1613 

866 

1643 

39 i 

1677 

866 

1693d 

633 

1614 

370 

1644 

866 

1678 

337 

1693c 

866 

1615 

633 

1645 

623 

1679 

478 

1693! 

3 i 7 

1616 

633 

1646 

633 

1680 

522 

1694a 

258 

1617 

633 

1647 

39 i 

1681a 

866 

1694b 

866 

1618 

866 

1648 

633 

1681b 

633 

1694c 

633 

1619 

196 

1649 

633 

1682a 

474 

i694d 

866 

1620 

58 i 

1650 

866 

1682b 

866 

1695 

562 

1621 

39 1 

1651a 

201 

1683 

633 

1696a 

866 

1622a 

633 

1651b 

39 1 

1684a 

863 

1696b 

39 i 

1622b 

866 

1651c 

391 

1684b 

633 

1697 

39 i 

1622c 

562 

1652 

340 

1685a 

866 

1698 

633 

l622d 

633 

1653 

136 

1685b 

258 

1699 

633 

i622e 

866 

1654 

633 

1685c 

866 

1700a 

5io 

1623 

866 

1655 

581 

1686a 

622 

1700b 

554 

1624 

39 i 

1656 

866 

1686b 

633 

1701a 

258 

1625a 

633 

1657 

853 

1687a 

52 i 

1701b 

623 

1625b 

3 i 

1658 

522 

1687b 

866 

1702 

39 i 

1626a 

866 

1659 

633 

1687c 

633 

1703a 

866 

1626b 

522 

1660 

633 

1687(1 

633 

1703b 

39 i 

1627a 

344 

1661 

327 

1687c 

633 

1703c 

633 

1627b 

633 

1662 

633 

i687f 

866 

1703d 

633 

1628 

866 

1663a 

633 

1688a 

633 

1703c 

633 

1629 

633 

1663b 

3 i 

1688b 

554 

1704 

370 

1630 

866 

1664 

39 i 

1689 

562 

1705 

633 

1631 

633 

1665 

866 

1690a 

633 

1706 

344 

1632 

866 

1666 

613 

1690b 

633 

1707 

633 

1633 

88 

1667a 

39 i 

1690c 

866 

1708a 

866 
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Field No. 

Numismatic 
Cat. No. 

I 

Field No. 

Numismatic 
Cat. No. 

3 

£L 

a 

z 

p 

Numismatic 
Cat. No. 

Field No. 

Numismatic 
Cat. No. 

I-2-i7o8b 

633 

I-2-1732 

102 

I-2-i763a 859 

1-2-17850 

31 

1708c 

866 

1733 

633 

1763b 866 

1786 

167 

1709 

258 

1734a 

866 

1764 237 

1787 

866 

1710 

3 i 

1734b 

58i 

1765 202 

1788a 

18 

1711a 

39 i 

1735 

138 

1766 31 

1788b 

633 

1711b 

88 

1736a 

866 

1767 370 

1789 

866 

1712 

39 i 

1736b 

202 

1768 633 

1790 

135 

1713 

633 

1737 

39 i 

1769a 866 

1791b 

88 

1714 

866 

1738a 

237 

1769b 866 

1791c! 

3 i 

i 7 J 5 

88 

1738b 

202 

1769c 202 

1792a 

88 

1716 

866 

1739 

191 

1769(1 258 

1792b 

3 i 

1717 

633 

1740 

58i 

1770 866 

1793a 

162 

1718a 

866 

1741 

39 i 

1771a 391 

1793b 

167 

1718b 

866 

1742a 

866 

1771b 258 

1794 

866 

1719 

633 

1742b 

194 

1772a 866 

1795a 

3 i 

1720a 

866 

1743a 

364 

1772b 633 

1795b 

160 

1720b 

633 

1743b 

866 

1772c 633 

1796a 

3 i 

1721 

866 

1744 

499 

i772d 522 

1796b 

88 

1722 

853 

1745 

39 1 

1772c 167 

1797 

88 

1723a 

39 i 

1746 

633 

1773 866 

1798 

3 i 

1723b 

633 

1747 

866 

1774 503 

1799 

3 i 9 

1723c 

866 

1748 

866 

1775 258 

1800 

370 

1724a 

633 

1749 

633 

1776 866 

1801 

633 

1724b 

39 1 

1750 

866 

1777 202 

1802 

258 

1724c 

866 

1751 

195 

1778 490 

1803 

191 

1725 

198 

1752 

370 

1779 a 633 

1804 

185 

1726a 

258 

1753 

202 

1779b 510 

1805a 

202 

1726b 

478 

1754a 

39 1 

1780a 866 

1805b 

39 1 

1726c 

88 

1754b 

39 i 

1780b 633 

1806 

633 

1727 

137 

1755 

167 

1780c 633 

1807 

39 1 

1728 

138 

1756 

603 

1780c! 316 

1808a 

633 

1729a 

58i 

1757 

866 

1780c 619 

1808b 

231 

1729b 

324 

1758a 

258 

ij8oi 633 

1809 

866 

1729c 

633 

1758b 

866 

1781 633 

1810 

202 

1730 

633 

1758c 

499 

1782 202 

1811a 

862 

1731a 

39 i 

1759 

633 

1783 319 

M 

M 

00 

M 

478 

1731b 

39 i 

1760 

858 

1784 3 i 

1812 

202 

1731c 

866 

1761 

619 

1785a 167 

1813 

633 

I 73 I d 

39 i 

1762a 

237 

1785b 88 

1814 

562 

I 73 Ie 

490 

1762b 

327 

1785c 866 

1815 

633 

I 73 if 

3 i 7 

1762c 

522 

1785(1 88 

1816 

633 
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Field No. 

Numismatic 
Cat. No. 

Field No. 

Numismatic 
Cat. No. 

Field No. 

Numismatic 
Cat. No. 

Field No. 

Numismatic 
Cat. No. 

I-2-1817 

623 

I-2-1841 

231 

I-2-i867a 

866 

I-2-1890 

391 

1818 

490 

1842 

866 

1867b 

633 

1891 

633 

1819 

866 

1843 

344 

1867c 

866 

1892 

237 

1820a 

258 

1844 

633 

i 867 d 

633 

1893a 

866 

1820b 

633 

1845 

866 

1868 

478 

1893b 

866 

1820c 

866 

1846a 

364 

1869 

633 

1894 

17 

i82od 

522 

1846b 

633 

1870 

344 

1895 

633 

1821 

554 

1847a 

633 

1871 

866 

1896 

39 1 

1822a 

39 1 

1847b 

562 

1872a 

39 i 

1897 

340 

1822b 

866 

1848 

633 

1872b 

258 

1898a 

633 

1822c 

633 

1849a 

866 

1873a 

866 

1898b 

39 1 

1823 

633 

1849b 

631 

1873b 

258 

1899 

633 

1824 

866 

1850 

562 

1874 

391 

1900 

866 

1825 

633 

1851 

619 

1875a 

633 

1901 

850 

1826 

633 

1852a 

866 

1875b 

554 

1902 

866 

1827a 

866 

1852b 

258 

1876a 

633 

1903 

508 

1827b 

633 

1853a 

490 

1876b 

866 

1904 

866 

1827c 

866 

1853b 

39 i 

1876c 

202 

1905 

633 

1828a 

633 

1853c 

866 

18766 

633 

1906 

202 

1828b 

633 

1854 

202 

1877 

633 

1907 

866 

1828c 

258 

1855 

39 1 

1878a 

633 

1908a 

474 

i828d 

866 

1856 

633 

1878b 

633 

1908b 

633 

1829 

633 

1857a 

489 

1879a 

866 

1908c 

633 

1830 

866 

1857b 

633 

1879b 

237 

1909 

633 

1831 

633 

1858a 

866 

1879c 

866 

1910 

633 

1832 

866 

1858b 

633 

18796 

344 

1911a 

866 

1833a 

633 

1859a 

202 

1880a 

633 

1911b 

866 

1833b 

866 

1859b 

633 

1880b 

633 

1911c 

633 

1833c 

633 

1859c 

258 

1881a 

39 i 

I9iid 

633 

1834 

866 

i859d 

866 

1881b 

866 

I9iie 

866 

1835 

165 

i860 

633 

1881c 

344 

1912 

562 

1836a 

866 

1861 

39 i 

1882 

866 

1913 

866 

1836b 

344 

1862 

633 

1883 

258 

1914 

633 

1837 

258 

1863a 

866 

1884 

866 

i 9 r 5 

866 

1838a 

633 

1863b 

258 

1885a 

581 

1916 

474 

1838b 

185 

1864a 

866 

1885b 

58 i 

1917 

866 

1838c 

866 

1864b 

370 

1886a 

237 

1918 

258 

1833d 

39 i 

1864c 

327 

1886b 

631 

1919 

153 

1839a 

258 

18646 

(>33 

1887 

58 i 

1920 

866 

1839b 

866 

1865 

866 

1888 

633 

1921 

553 

1840 

490 

1866 

258 

1889 

866 

1922 

258 
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I-2-1923 

866 

I- 2 -i 943 a 

258 

I-2-i96sa 

202 

I-2-1981 

866 

1924a 

633 

1943 b 

866 

1965b 

633 

1982 

258 

1924b 

39 1 

1944a 

866 

1966a 

522 

1983 

866 

1925 

633 

1944b 

866 

1966b 

633 

1984 

39 i 

1926 

866 

1945 

237 

1967a 

39 1 

1985 

633 

1927 

633 

1946 

866 

1967b 

478 

1986 

562 

1928a 

610 

1947 

258 

1968 

199 

1987 

88 

1928b 

866 

1948 

159 

1969 

562 

1988 

39 i 

1929 

633 

1949 

383 

1970 

231 

1989a 

327 

1930 

506 

1950 

866 

1971 

39 i 

1989b 

633 

1931 

866 

i 95 i 

633 

1971a 

633 

1990 

633 

1932 

633 

1952 

855 

1972 

866 

1991 

148 

1933a 

866 

1953 

866 

i 973 a 

58 i 

1992 

852 

1933b 

370 

1954 

193 

i 973 b 

231 

1993 

633 

1934 

236 

1955 

337 

1974a 

18 

1994 

3 i 

1935 

256 

1956 

866 

1974b 

866 

1995 

258 

1936 

3 i 

1957 

617 

1975 

326 

1996 

237 

1937 

39 i 

1958 

857 

1976 

39 i 

1997 

508 

1938 

256 

1959 

344 

1977b 

5io 

1998 

340 

1939a 

633 

i960 

522 

1977c 

258 

1999a 

633 

1939b 

866 

1961a 

391 

1978 

866 

1999b 

633 

1939c 

258 

1961b 

866 

1979a 

633 

2000 

633 

1940 

173 

1962a 

344 

1979b 

866 

2001 

383 

1941 

344 

1963 

383 

1980a 

633 

2002 

258 

1942 

3 i 

1964 

866 

1980b 

202 
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NR-i-g/i 4 

NR-1-9/20 37 

9/2 5 

9/21 38 

9/3 11 

9/22 39 

9/4 17 

9/23 39 

9/5 12 

9/24 49 

9/6 14 

9/25 50 

9/7 16 

9/26 41 

9/8 9 

9/27 41 

9/9 13 

9/28 41 

9/10 7 

9/29 47 

9/11 8 

9/30 47 

9/12 6 

9 / 3 i 4 i 

9 /i 3 30 

9/32 41 

9 /i 4 33 

9/33 46 

9 /i 5 34 

9/34 5 i 

9/16 31 

9/35 52 

9 /i 7 32 

9/36 41.53 

9 /i 8 35 

45 18 

9 /i 9 35 

46a 22 
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NR-i-46b 

22 

NR-2-I 

62 

47 

67 

2 

54 

48 

58 

3a 

6l 

49 

21 

3 b 

55 

50 

62 

3 C 

66 

5i 

18 

12 

73 

52 

60 

15 

10 

53 

I 

17 

68 

54 

64 

26 

70 

55 

59 

30 

57 

56 

18 

38 

15 

57 

72 

48 

22 

58 

22 

50 

65 

59 

56 

51 

3 

60 

22 

54 

7i 

61 

22 

57 

2 

62 

22 

59 

69 

63 

22 
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ca. 310-300 B.C. 

19 

74 H. 

99 


ca. 1st c. A.D. 

20-1 

75 H. 

100 


1st or 2nd c. A.D. 

22 

ca. 75-78 H. 

28-9 


2nd c. A.D. 

22 

ca. 80-85 H. 

32-3 


ca. 200 A.D. 

91 

ca. 80-100 H. 

36 , 42 


ca. 210-226 A.D. 

22 

ca. 80-110 H. 

37 


224-241 A.D. 

85 

ca. 80-120 H. 

103 


ca. 293 A.D. 

23 

ca. 80-132 H. 

5 i 


388-399 A.D. 

9 i 

81 H. 

45 


420-438 A.D. 

91 

86-96 H. 

38 


558 or 559 A.D. 

24 

ca. 90-120 H. 

43 . 49-50 

Q 

581 A.D. 

43 

ca. 90-132 H. 

5 i 


583 A.D. 

92 

93 H. 

48 


587 A.D. 

92 

ca. 100-132 H. 

46, 86, 104 


590-628 A.D. 

24 - 5 . 94 

104 H. 

44 


596 A.D. 

93 

1 14 H. 

48 


6th-7th c. A.D. 

25. 95 

xi6 H. 

48 


605 A.D. 

93 

11X H. 

102 


606 A.D. 

93 

121 H. 

48 


ca. 610-613 A.D. 

43 

124 H. 

48, 103 


615 A.D. 

92 

126 H. 

49 


617 A.D. 

93 

ca. 127-132 H. 

51 


620 A.D. 

85, 92 

ca. 129 H. 

44 

r-i +J 

622 A.D. 

92 

130 H. 

45. 47, 103 

o d 

623 A.D. 

94 

132 H. 

66 


624 A.D. 

93-4 

ca. 132-160 H. 

57 


626 A.D. 

92 

ca. 132-200 H. 

64 


31 H. 

95 

133 H. 

57 


ca. 50-80 H. 

39 - 4 ° 

1X6 H. 

79 


53 H. 

96 

140 H. 

58, 64 


ca. 60-80 H. 

37 . 40 

141 H. 

64 


ca. 60-85 H. 

40, 42 

145 H. 

53 , 58 


ca. 60-90 H. 

35 

149 H. 

59 


62 H. 

96 

mid-2nd c. H. 

104 

1 ra 

63 H. 

85 

156 H. 

79 


ca. 63-72 H. 

28 

158-169 H. 

73, 80, 104 


66 H. 

95 

1X5 H. 

56 


67 H. 

26, 97 

159 H. 

60 


68 H. 

25-6, 97 

15X H. 

105 


69 H. 

97-8 

161 H. 

75 - 6 . 104 


6X H. 

28 

162 H. 

78 


70 H. 

27, 97-8 

ca. 164-165 H. 

68 


ca. 70-90 H. 

IOI 

166 H. 

78, 80 


73 H. 

99 

167 H. 

54 - 5 , 60-2, 69, So 
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16X H. 

105 

323 H. 

79 

170 H. 

78 

3XX H. 

82 

171 H. 

87 

38X H. 

82 

180 or 18X H. 

52 

Late 4th-early 5th 


182 H. 

55 , 63 , 65, 75 , 80 

c. H. 

83 

183 H. 

70 

ca. 5th c. H. 

83 

184 H. 

7 i 

ca. 700-750 H. 

88 

190 H. 

79 

716-736 H. 

87, 106 

191 H. 

68 

730 H. 

83 

192 H. 

7 i 

737 H. 

88 

193 H. 

78 

740-744 H. 

84 

198 H. 

81 

765-786 H. 

88, 106-7 

2nd c. H. 

81, 87, 105 

ca. 790-800 H. 

89 

201 H. 

7 i 

8th c. H. 

106 

205 H. 

73 

after 8th c. H. 

90 

213 H. 

105 

9th c. H. 

107 

232-247 H. 

81 

nth-i2th c. H. 

90 

256-279 H. 

81 

I2th-i3th c. H. 

84, 89-90 

272 H. 

81 

1250-1264 H. 

84 

3rd c. H. 

81-2 
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Abarqub&dh 65 
al- c AbbasIyah 87 
Adharbayj&n 55, 74 
al-Ahwaz 53, 64, 69 
Antioch 43 

Ardashir-Khurrah 24, 25, 26, 34, 53, 
54, 55, 56, 57, 62-3, 66, 70, 75, 77-8, 

95, 104 

Armlniyah (Armenia) 55, 74 
Arrajan 52, 65, 77 
Arran 55 
art 24, 95 

Bahrayn 69 
BaLkh 65, 67 

al-Baijrah 31, 44, 53, 69, 74, % 
Biramqubadh 64, 65 
Bishapflr 25, 26, 27, 31, 34, 41, 46, 69, 
97, 98, 99 

bi§ 25, 26, 27, 97, 98 
BJRA 96 
Bukhara 82 

Constantinople 43 

DAP 96 

Darabjird 74, 77, 92, 96, 100 
darawm 100 
DARTM 100 
Dijlah 69 
dr 92 
Dujayl 89 

Elymais 22-3 

Fars 47, 52-3, 69, 73, 74 
Fasa 56, 63, 70, 73, 74, 75, 80, 104 
Filastln 55 
FlrOzabad 53, 77 
al-Furad 69 


G0r 53 

Idhaj 88 
Iran 84 
Irmlnlyah 55 
Isfahan 84 

I?takhr 24, 25, 28, 29, 32, 33, 35, 36, 
37, 44, 45, 47, 50, 53, 55-6, 57, 58, 59, 
60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 68, 70, 72, 75, 77, 86, 

94, 101, 103 

Jayy 67, 68 

Jar 53-4, 55, 76, 77 

Kabir Shaykh 84, 88 
Kazirun 66-7 
Khurasan 30, 72 
Khuzistan 89 
Kinnan 34, 85, 94, 96, 99 

KRMAN IOO 
KRMAN-RB 99 
KRMAN-NHR 99 
KRMNRMAN 96 
al-Kufah 44-5 

Kurat al-Mahdiyah min Fars 54-5, 75, 
76,77,104 

Macedonia 19 

Ma'din al-Shash 79 

Madinat al-Salam 74, 78, 79, 80, 105 

Mal-Amlr (Malamir) 89 

al-Maw?il (Mosul) 53, 74 

Mecca 77 

Merv 67, 92 

MR 92 

al-Muhammadlyah 77, 78 

Nahr-Tlra 92, 93, 95 
Nashapur 99 
NH 93 


1 The pages on which excavation coins of a given mint are described appear 
here in bold face type. 
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nhr 92, 93, 95 
nih 24, 92, 93, 99 
Nihavand 24, 92, 93, 99 
ni86 98 
niSp 98 

Persis 19-22, 91 

Ratin River 66 
al-Rayy 56, 77, 92, 93, 101 
RD 92, 93 
RQd-i Hilla 66 

Sabur 45, 46, 56, 63, 68, 69, 70, 71, 75, 
77,86 

Samarqand 71 
ShapOr 30, 39 
Shaykh-i Kabir 84, 88 
Shirajan 85, 94 

Shiraz 31, 44-5, 47, 53, 66, 71, 72-4, 
77, 89, 106, 107 
Shush 33-4, 41 
Sijistan 55 

st 24, 25, 28, 29, 32, 33, 35, 36, 94 
STKHR 35, 101 
Susa 19 


Si 85 
Sr 94 

Tabaristan 55 
Tanbilk 52 
tart 25 

Tawwaj 66, 67, 74 
al-Taymarah 67 
Tustar 89 

‘Uman 69 

viSp 98 

Wasit 48, 49, 79, 103 
Weh-Shahpuhr 99 

Zaranj 85, 86, 94 
zr 85, 94 

No Mint Name 20, 21, 22, 23, 37, 38, 
43, 49, 50, 79, 85, 91 
Mint Name Effaced 24, 25, 37, 39, 

41, 42, 51, 52, 59, 80, 81, 82, 83, 

87, 88, 90, 91, 94, 95, 102, 103, 1 
105, 106, 107 
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‘Abd al-Rahman b. Muhammad b. al- 
Ash‘ath 32-3, 41 
l Abd al-Rahman b. Ziyad 65 
‘Abdullah al-Saffah (abu'l- ‘Abbas) 57, 
66-7 

‘Abdullah b. Mu‘awiyah 67 

‘Abdullah b. al-Musayyib 71-2 

‘Abdullah b. ‘Umarb. ‘Abd al-‘Az!z44 

‘Abdullah b. Zubayx 28, 85-6, 95 

Abu-Muslim 51, 67 

Abu-Sa‘id 83, 87, 106 

Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-‘Az!z 47 

Ahmad b. Mansur 82 

Alexander III 19 

al-Amln 65 

Ardashir I 22, 85 

Artaxerxes I (Sasanian) 22, 85 

Artaxerxes V (Persis) 22, 91 

‘Atiyah b. al-Aswad 99 

Bahram III 23, 24 
Bahrain IV 91 
Bahram V 91 
Barmaki 56, 70-1 
Bishr b. Marwan 34 

al-Fadl b. Sahl 71 
Fakhr al-Dawlah 82 

Gocithres 20 

al-Hadi 69 

al-Hajjaj b. Yusuf 34 
al-Hakam b. abi'l-‘A§ 65 
HarGn al-Rashld 65, 77-8 
Hartin b. Muhammad 59 
Heraclius 43 
Hormizd IV 92 
al-Husayn b. al-Jannah 68 

Isma‘Il b. ‘Ali 53, 58-9 

Kapat 21 
Khosrau I 24 


Khosrau II 24, 30, 85, 92-4 

al-Mahdi 54-5, 60-2, 69, 73, 77-8. 80, 
86, 104-5 
MahmGd 89 
al-Ma'mGn 79 
Man^Qr 32, 74 
al-Man§ur 54, 58, 64 
Man^Gr b. Nah 82 

al-Muhallab b. abi-§ufrah 28-9, 34, 

37-8 

Muhammad Khan 84, 88 
Muhammad Shah 84 
Muhammad b. YahyS. b. Khalid Bar- 
maki 55-6, 63, 70-1, 75, 80 
Muhammad b. Yahya b. al-H&rith b. 
Shakhlr 56 

Mus4 b. al-Mahdi 68-9 
al-Musayyib b. Zuhayr 72 
Muslim b. al-Musayyib 45 
al-Mu‘tamid 81 
al-Mutawakkil 81 

Napat 21 
Narseh 23 

Nuf?ayr 73-4, 78, 104 
Nu^ayr al-Wa§If 75 

Orodes 22 
Oxathres 20-1 

Pakur 20-1 
Papek 91 
Phraates 22 
Piruz I 20 
Piruz II 20 

Qatari b. al-Fuja*ah 26, 100 

Rabl‘ 54-5, 60-2, 86 
al-RabI‘ b. al-Khatir 60 
al-Rab!‘ b. YGnus b. ‘Abdullah (abu’l- 
Fadl) 54-5, 60-2 
al-Radi 79 
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Salih b. Da'ud b. ‘Ali 68-9 
Salm b. al-Musayyib 44-5, 72 
Sam^am al-Dawlah 82 
Shah Shuja c 88, 106-7 
Sulayraan Khan 84, 88 

Talhah b. ‘Abdullah 35 
Tiberius II 43 
TlmQr Gflrkhan 89 
Togha Timur 84 


‘Ubaydullah b. Ziyad 28, 34, 96 
‘Umar b. ‘Ubaydullah 25-7, 97-9 

al-Walld I 38-9 

Yazld 87 

Yazld b 40 

Yezdigird III 95 

Ziyad b. abi-Sufyan 30-1, 39, 96 
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83 


89 jJb 
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82 Jyal * J JL»*1 


66 ^y 

52 Ob-jl 


89 06 j ^ 

53 , 56 - 7 , 104 *p- 



53 . 58-9 ^ j 


% 

50, 58, 87 jrls- 

44-5,57-64,103 ^JaJ 


55 . 76 , 104 jy >- 

58-60 <0)1 4 ^Ju»l 


68 cf?“ 

53 , 57 , 63 4)1 4 j ^1 


95 Ju»- 

44, 46, 5 1 J^jJIj Uyij 4)1 


45 . i °3 =- 

53, 58-9, 63-4, 68, 71, 75, 79, v i 

81-2 

54 - 5 , 57 - 8 , 60 - 2 , 64 , 66 , *,1 1 

69, 73, 89, 104-5 cJ^i 1 /* 
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64 _#*vi 


69 <0)1 <UajL>- 

89 
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83-4 0^ 

60, 62, 71 

ro ^ 

83, 88—9 4^U» Jil> 

82 1>U£ 


54-5, 60-2, 69, 73. 104-5 

46, 51 Jfl* 



65 jLi»/ 
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80 

55, 63, 70-1, 75 
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44 C—JI O' jjL. 

ioo 4)1 yi y 
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107 
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